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- THAT

Recently published books of fantasy fiction not hitherto noted in this column:

Barker, Shirley: Peace, ily Deughters
(Crowm, $3). The devil in 17th cen-
tury Salem, Poignant and gripping.

Bell, Josephine: Death in Clairvoy-
ance {(Longnens, 9;6;. Murder mystery
with supernatural touches.

Brown, Hilton: Stands lly House (Methuen
12/6). Prophecy about a doomed house.

Burnshaw, Stanley: The Sunless Sea (Di-
al, $2%). Corderline allezory,
Butler, Bwan: Talk of the Devil (Aaxon,
7/6). Rather dizzy accountof the devil
teking part in a British by-election,
Cabell, James Branch: Tii Devil's Oun
Son (Farrur, Straus, $23). The auth-
or's fiftieth published title.
Caldecott, Andrew: Fires Burn Dlue (Ar-
nold, 8/6). Supernatural tzles.
Cemmaerts, E.t: The Devil Takes the Cheir
(Cresset, 7/6).Trite religbus allcgory.
Cerf, Bennett, ed,: The  Unexpected
(Bantem, 25¢), An excellent  pocket
book anthology.

Clewes, Howard: Mask of Wisdom (Dutton,
%31), OSetirical drema,

Cowerd, Noel: Peace in Our Time: a Pley
(Doubleday, %25 ). WorldWar II ends by
the MNazis defeating Britain.

de Cemp, L.S.: Divide and Rule and The
Stolen Dormouse (Fantasy Press, $3).
Two pleasant novelettes of the future.
---: The Yheels of If (Shasta, $3) Sev-
¢r shorts plus the title novelette,
del Rey, Lester: ...And Somc Were Hum-
an (Prime, 73). Collection of shorts
ranking emong the ten bestin 1948!
Perleth, August: liot Long for this Vorld
(Arkkem, .,3). Supernatural trifles,
-=-, €d,: Thec Other Side of the 1oon
(Pcllegrini & Cudahy, $32). 20 good
s-f talcs, VWorth getting,

Duncan, Devid: Tho liadrone Tree (Mac-
millen, :3)., Supcrnatural wystery---
mundane ending, Good, howiver,

Zldcrshaw, lf.B.: Tomorrow and Tomorrow
(Phoecnix, 12/6), Long account of the
¢arly and far futurc of Austrclizs,
Freser, Ronald: Sun in Scorpio (Cape,
10/6), Superficial touchcs of bluck
megic, Not particulerly good,

Gibren, Kehil: Nymphs of the Vellcy (Hei-
nemann, 6/-). Threo rambling toloes, of
which onc deals with rcincernction,

Gilbert, Stcphen: Monkeyfoco (Fabor, 8/6)
An apo lcarns to teclk, goos to school,

Graves, Robert: ¥atch tho Northwind ldsc
(Crontive Ago, $3). A plcasunt, witty,
oftcn outragcously rowdy satirc on othe
¢r Utopias. Recommcnded.

Green, Julien: If I Were You (Harper,
43), A men is granted power by the de-
vil to exchange pcrsonalitics,

Groono, Leslie: He Lived in My Shocs (Aue-
trelesien, 10/6). A very clcevcr novel
cbout an imeginary altcr ©go.

Keufman, Lonard: Tendcr ilorey (Crective
Agey $3). Creepy horror talc,

m

Jemes, Henry: Tho Ghostly Toles of Hene
ry Jemes (Rutgers, 35). 18 entrics. A
hichlyv rccommended voluncs get it.
cmeson, Storm: The loment of Truth (Meoe-
millan, 52%). A futurc ‘nglend  under
Communist domination.

tese.ck, Hermann: Dic Stadt hinter dem
Strom (Surkcmp Vcrlag). Gernen chron-
icle of thc land of the dccd,

Livingston, Marjoric: Delphic Echo (Da-
kcrs, 12/6). Tho third volumo of the At-
lentis trilogy: the scone: :domc,

McCorthy, ierg: The Ocsis (Horizon, Fob,
1949, 2/6). Prizc-winning ncvel; o po=
liticel cllegory of &n cxperimentcl co-
lony in the Unitcd Statos,

Pudney, John: Shufflcy Wendorors  (Bod-
ley Head, 8/6), ‘nusing cxtrovagonza
of a footbrll star transplontud intown
iron curtcin country of Klotia,

Setre, Jeon-Poul: The Chips Arc Dewn
(Leor, $22). Lifc cftcr docth,

Smith, Bede: The Skvlork of Veclercen (Fan-
tesy Prcss, $3). loro spocc operc,

Sturgcon, Thcodore: Without worcory
(Primo, $3), 13 shorts plus cn intro-
duction by Rey Bradbury, Prctty good,

Tzllent, Robert: Angcl in the Wordrobe
(Doubleday, $3). Rordcrlinc but nico,

Tcine, John: Gosmic Guoids (FPCI, £3).
Reviewod on page 44, '

Vilmorin, Louise de¢: Irico's Roturn(Ren-
dom, $2%). Return from the dead,

(concluded on page 59)



ENCORES IN THE WILDERNESS

Paul Spencer

Since writing "Music in the Wilderness" (Fantasy Commentator, Summer,
1948) I have been privileged to read several more manuscripts of David He. Keller.
These have confirmed my opinion that much of his unpublished work not ally equals
but in some ways surpasses that which hag been already given the public. Even
those stories which are not suited for publication are extraerdinarily interest-
ing from an associational standpoint.

For example, Shadows and Realities (1899) gives the lie to critics who
claim Feller uses a simple, concise style because he is unable to write in any
other way. This, his first novel, was written undor the influence of Tke Marvel,
It is a very skillful reproduction of the latter's styles discursive, rhetorical,
highly sentimental. The usual short sentences, simple constructions and other
characteristics of the Keller prose are notable for their absence. Just as in
Marvel's Reveries of a Bachelor, Keller's hero sits by his fire and dreams idly,
in sonorous, cadenced sentences., The plot is thint a man is writing a book about
the girls he has known; and while engaged in this pastime, he is visited by his
mother, who perceives that he is in love with one of these dream- sweethearts.
Eer shrewd and kindly advice helps him win the girl., Little else happons in the
story, which is largely composod of lengthy excerpts from the hero’s Girls I Havo
Known, very much in the sentimcntal liarvel manner,

The genoral effoct of Shadows and Realities is pleasant, in its mixture
of whimsy and the saccharino, but it is highly imitative and clearly the work of
a boginning writer, I very much doubt if Keller would claim for it any groat dc-
gree of merit, and I am certain it will never be published. Its chicf intorest
is as a sidelight on his career, an indication of his early intercsts and ten-
dencies, Vithout being autobiogrephical, it doss have certain personal adumbra~
tions, In this regard it is noteworthy to recall Keller's own review of the sto-
ry, incorporated in his very fine novel The Fighting Woman, where it is credited
to the protagonist Paul Heisler,

Somewhat later in his career, but still among his earlier efforts, came
The Gentle Pirate (1924), The style of this enterteining novel is more or less
an imitation of the eighteenth century novelists---in whose time the story takes
place. Long, formal sentencoes, archaic words and formal phraseology lend atmos-
phorc without begetting dullness, At the same time, this old-fashioned stylc
tends to water down the dramatic effeocts by excessive wordiness, The story is
at its best when the simplor, more economical stylo of the later Keller comes to
tho surfacc, as happens now and then,

Indoed, The Gentlo Pirate has many of the admirable characteristics of
tho author's more mature works, and a charm of its own besides, Though not fan-
tasy, it docs demonstrate Keller's originality and his flair for the unusual, It
is about a young man nemed S, H. Strong (being puny in build, ho refuses to di-
vulge the incongrucus namos of horoes for which his initials stand), His fathor,
a stcern Cornish gentlomon, orders the youth to take up the life of o sailor; but
SsHe, who is frankly and ocstatically a bookworm, runs away from home rather then
face such a career, He hates tho smcll of the sce, cannot abide the rough lan-
guage of sailors, and is prone to seasickness. After tramping to London, he finds
a position in a book shop, and on the death of his mester becomes its owner., This
life suits him ideally, but his father is not so easily thwarted. After the death
of this iron parent, his will is found te specify that S. H. shall inherit the
Strong lands and fOrtune only if he mekes at least ons successful voyage as a pi-
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rate and brings back a treasure!

S, Hs does not enjoy the prospect, but determines to overcome his nat-
ural tendencies and become & pirate--~at least for the one voyage required. How
he outfits a ship (which he nemce The Bookworm), replaces its guns with potted
plants, acquires a non-drinking, non-smoking, non-swcaring crew, and actually
captures a Spanish ship makes a hilarious narrative, Its disingonuous madnoss is
peculiarly Keller's,

As a sort of countorpoint to this plot runs tho clemont of S.H.'s hat-
red and distrust of women, inculcated in him by his mastcer, Kollor's typical
predatory femalo gets her man in the end, but S. H. puts up a good fight. The
reader is left with the hope that the designing woman may, after all, Lave met
her match in the plucky, ocean-going bookwornm.

Tt is all light, fluffy reading, of course---nothing profound or deecp~
1y moving (though there are interesting psychological implications), tut decided-
ly pleasant. And there is at lcast one touch of the horror so admired in Ieller
by readers of the old Weird Tales. As it stands, The Gentle Pirate is too wordy
and at times too amateurish in handling to be completely successful; but it is
enjoyable, If written a few years later it might have beon delightful indeed.

Tho Feminine World (1939) is more in the tradition of the fantasy pulps'
familiar "Xelleryarns," and deserves to take its place beside the best of them,
It has the simplicity and subtlety of style, the ingenuity, the human interest
that are so characteristic of Keller at his best. The matriarchy theme has been
used before, never with spectacular results, but Keller handles the subject with
striking originality and skill, Iiost writers have taken the easy way out, simply
plunging the reader into a civilization dominated by women with ro prelinminaries.

Keller, howcver, is more concerned with the process of overthrowing malec supren-
acy. His novel is, in part, a vast, panoramic epic of the United Statcs in the
throes of a war between the scxes, but it is personalized by focusing attention
chicfly on Lillian Lemoino, "tho Drcamor," leader of tho robollious women and
first fcmalo prosident of tho country.

Keller shows in a fascinating manner the way in which Lillian Lemoine
organizes the women of America, founds a new feminine religion, and by leading
women into a single voting bloc, gets elected president, The men do not take
this lying dowm, snd bloody warfare results. The culmination is a country almost
devoid of men, with artificisl insemination and ultimately feminine parthenogen-
esis looked to for continuation of the race, Just as the women are at the peak
of their triumph, however, a new factor is introduceds a strange blight is ster-
ilizing all life---reproduction hes ceased throughout the world, and in a short
time Earth will be devoid of living * things! How this menace is ovorcomc, and
how the soxos arc rounitod in thec process, makcs a gripping and oxciting story.

The Feminine World is pecked with mystery and thrills, and was probably
written with periodical serialization in mind. Probably its frank discussions of
the problems of human reoroduction disqualify it for appearance in a mageszine,
but it definitely deserves publication in book form. For it is not only a fag~
cinating yarn, but a thought-provoking sociological nightmare; and it has pas~
egczes of deeply moving drama, profound insight and warm humanity that 1ift it at
times to the level of true literature, It has also its full complement cf faulls.
Coincidence is stretched to the 1imit, and the introduction of the sterility theme
in the middle of the story destroys both its unity end some of its dramatic power.
Indeed, the novel falls into two separate parts, distinct in plot and mood; cech
part is excellent in itself, but (in the early draft I have read, at loast) the
division is somewhat disconcerting. There are also touches of sentimontality that

some may find mawkish, and both the blight and its cure are presentod ina vaguec,
somewhat mystical manner.
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However, these shortcomings---some of which may have been overcome 17
the revised version---do not amount to much beside the general effect, which is
extremely powerful, It is definitely above the level of the usual science -;ic-
tion story, and compares very favorably with many accepted classics in that field,
including some of Keller's own.

Dream Journey (1939) is a novelette of the most extravagantly fanciful
character. Keller casts aside all barriers of common sense and natural law, and
writos in a grotesque and flemboyant vein blended of the psydopathic, the erotic,
the satirical, the nightmarish end the meroly whimsical, Imagination and a sense
of humor are required for enjoyment of this story, which---in a strictly Keller-
ish way---reminds one of both Lewis Carroll and James Branch Cabell,

It is the saga of Dr, John Smith, editor of a health magazine, who re-
ceives a lettor from a princess of the Far East, She desires to become a mother
without stooping to associate with men, Her insistent letters begin to prey on
Smith's mind; his subconscious grapples with her problem in curicus dreams, In
one of these he interviews Paracelsus, the ancient mystic, who tells him how to
create a homunculus in a bottle (a theme later doveloped by Keller for his as-yet
unpublished novel The Homunculue). In another dream, he visits a sanitarium of
the futuro, where womon are imprognatod artificially. ~inally Cmitz scts out to
moct tho princess in person., Ho buys a whale in Sen Francisco, scts up living
quartcers insidc it, and makes a Jonah-liko voyagc across the Pacific. Arriving
in Asia, ho purchascs an clophant (carefully solecting onc that can kcocp up a
stimulating conversation), and on hcr back travels to India. Thencc ho makes his
way tc the Himalayen valloy wherce the princoss dwolls, Therc also ho finds zava-
ricty of fabulous creaturecs out of the world's mythologics, Ho merrios the prin-
ccssy but she changes him into a dog, theon horsclf into a tigor, In the cnd,
Smith gets back to human form and returns to his home in America,

Such a bare outline gives no idea of the countless imaginative embel-
lishments which adcrn the tale, of the dragons, centaurs, harpies crowding its
pages, iore important, nc review can do more than suggest the story's peculiar
charm, a charm of which Keller alone is the master. The best pages cf Dream Jour:
ney have the selfsame tender whimsicality that made The Devil and the Doctor so
delightful, and the whole story seethes and bubbles with a vigorous, yeasty Ra-
,belabian humor. God help anyone_who takes it eseriously, but the reader who can

tuck tongue in cheek and accempany Smith on his wild voyage will have plenty of
fun along the way.

At the same time, the story is far from a one hundred percent success.
To be completely satisfying, its exuberant fantasy should be tied in some way to
reality, even if only by the frayed cord of a dreamer awakening on the last page.
(Unless, that is, I've missed the whole point~--which Kellsr assures me I have.)
Furthermore, the style is badly in ne=d of polishing---a multitude of tiny im-
provements in phraseology would smooth it noticeably, The opening hasn't much of
e "hook," and towards the end the incidoerts become rushed and crowded; it would
have beon better had they beon developed in more detail,

Keller has more important projects to atterd to than theo rcvision of
Drcam Journey, and I venture to predict that in ite present form it will never be
sold. lowover, somo sort of limited oditiorn ssoms desirable, for the story's bost
pages arc truly delightful, and it forms a most interosting addition to Koller's
richly diversified work,

Through the Back Door (1940-41; revised 1948) is not fiction, It is
the factual account of Kellor's twonty-five years as a psychistrist with the ab-
normals of society, and is nore fascinating than many a novel. His longest work
(124,000 words in the first draft), it gives an intimate and often shocking pic-
ture of.what goes on in our institutions for the montally afflicted.
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Fivo mentel hospitals are ontered "through the back door," by - passing
the impressive facades shown to visitors, Scenes of squalor, neglect and cruelty
are depicted with vivid restraint. Countless individual cases are described=---
many horrifying, some amusing, all pitiful. Keller's medical experiences, too,
are narrated with all the art of his novels and short stories,

Though indicated only in general terms, enough of Keller's very inter-
esting life is told to provide valuable background for the study of his fiction
---vhich is exceedingly autobiographical, Hence Through the Back Door is requir-
ed reading for fantasy fans---in its pages will be found the factual germs of the
author's works of fiction, But apart from that, it is extraordinarily fascinat-
ing, I have not perused the revised version, but even the early draft is written
with wonderful, unobtrusivo skill; and the meterial worked with is so exception-
a2l that even mediocre handling would mako it a gripping book.

The work has its faults, of course, and some of them have probably beon
climinatod in the rovision, The first draft is ropetitious; frequently passages
arc repcatod almost word for word. Here and thore it might be condonsod, Soma
of the comments are rather sanctimonious in tone. But on the whole, even this
initial version is enormously successful~--one of Keller's best and most import-

ant works, ! :
I predict that Through the Back Door will be publishted, and will have

excellent sales both in and out of fantasy fandom,

' Thinking over the whole series of unpublished Keller manuscripts, I am
dismayed at the thought of so much beauty, wit and fine writing lying veyond the
grasp of the general public or even the more restricted circle of fantasy hobby-~
ists. Not all of Keller's unpublished work deserves to sce print, but much of
it, as I have indicated, is reel literature, I sincerely hope tho day is not too
distent when the best of thosc stories will be givon to the world.

~ e 10—

A PAIR OF SATIRES: EAST AND WEST

Francis T, Lané§

Despite Kipling's advice to the contrary, it seems not totally inappro-
priate to notice these two volumes® in a joint reviewm=--~if for no other reason
because neither really deserves an article of its own. In any case, each is a
satire on the civilization of its author: Kappa dealing with prewar Japan, &and
Zotz! with wartime America.

Kappa is of considerably greater scope, while Zotz! is vastly more de~
tailed. And neither one is primarily a fantasy, though those strange people who
require that a volume be safely fantastic before they allow it shelfrcom may le-
gitimetely admit both volumes to their collections, Both authors, evidently, had
8 few things they wished to get off their chests, and both chose to use a fantas-
tic stepping stone as the easiest path to this end.

Akutagawa chose to set up a kingdom of kappas. The kappa, according to
the translator's preface and notes, is a watcr being who has boen an integral
part of Japanese folklore since ancient times, Ho is a small, humanoid croature,
amphibious of habit, whoso most rcmarkable featuro is a sunken place on top of

# Ryunosuke Akutagawat Kappa, (Translated by Seiichi Shiojiri.) 154pp. Akitaya,
Abeno, Osaka, Japan, 1947. Welter Karigr Zotz!. 268pp., Rinchart & Co,, Toron-
to and Now York, 1947,
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tne heed. Wnen this hollow is filled with water, the kappa 48 of supernal strergth,
but if the water he .epilled he is weak and helpless. In the mein, th? kapga
spams to be the Nipponese equivalent of the vampire, possessed of a horrid habit
of capturing land creatures, such as men, and picking their vital ?rgans out
through their anuses, But basically, the kappa does not geem partzcglaﬁw'dreag-
ful; though indeed many of the legends show them as fearful bogeys, 1in the main
they sppear to be rather innocuous, and prone to mind their own business, In
fact, there are instances quoted from ancient Japaneso encyclopedias in which the
kappas acted as beneficial allies of men, as for examplo in sharing medical kﬁow-
ledge. (This brief notico of tho kappa is derived from the profatory cssay Tho
Kappa in Japancsc Folkloro," which incidentally is by far the best part of tho
book,) In any cvent, Akutogeawe uses o mythical kappa kingdom as tho basis for a
rathor sophomoric and fcckless satiro on various phasos of Japancsc socicty.

Karig did not ‘have any overall gripe at civilization, A captain, USHR,
ho was ovidently cnnoyod at the workings of bureaucracy and red tapo during the
war, and chosz satire and ridicule as the best means of compensating for his owi
intimate connection therewith, So he has his protagonist discover a secret weap-
on of such import that he feels it should be presented to the highest authority,
and spends & novel showing this man getting the royel runaround in Washington,
And vhile he is at it, Iarig also gives a convincing horselaugh to academic life
and its exponents,

The protagonist in Kappa falls through a pit in the earth while chasing
a kapra ands lands in keppeville, whére he leads a colorless life describing the
customs of the kappa and satirizing moderrn Nipponese culturc thercby, This re-
viewer found the narrative rcmarkably dull, though miuch of this no doubt stems
from his profound ignoranco of Japanesc life and somc of it may bo duc to a loss
in transletion, Cortainly, thc English toxt is anything but good writing. The
entirc book rceflocts the pessimism and lack 3f humor which oveontuwally led Akutas-
gawa to take nis own lifc a very few months after he finished writing the book
(in 1927), Onc cannot but wonder what & scnsc of humor would have dona for both
Kappa and its author, It cortaibly would have strengthcecned tho book immcasurably,
for as it stands, Kappa is little moro than a quorulous pleint, & sick soul
faintly demning a sick culture,

In Zotz! wc find a collego professor, immonscly rich in uscloss encient
loro and dead languagcs, quito accidentally becoming ondowed with tho power to
stun or slay at a distance. If he points his finger at any living thing it is
momentarily stunned; ir he couples this action with uttering the esoteric word
"Zotzl" the creature or plant at whnich he is pointing is killed, And this, dear
fantasy lovers, is the sum totel of the fantastic element in this book, Anyone
buying Zotz, as a fantasy is the type of person who would buy an expensive cigar
in order to put the band from it in his collection, ]

But as a rich, realistic novel-~-loaded with chuckles and telly-laughs,
and not without its moments of pathos---Zotz! is worth reading. As a satire on
the cloistered life of a small college faculty and as a sardcnic thumb thrust in
the ribs of the churchy it also merits consideration, And as a veiled varning of
thic evil wrought by fuzzleheads in places of power, Zotz! even carries a moral
lesson, albeit so well sugar~coated that it doses not detract from the book as a
work of entertainment.

Karig laughs at himself, his contemporaries, his navy, his country-—--
nice, barbed laughs in which the reader finds himself joining unreservedly. Few
peoplo.can read this volume without finding one or more friends or acquaintances
stru?tlng through it. You set the volumo down with a last fond chuckle, a mos-
talgic rogret at heving finished a delightful piece of reading. Then, a day or
so lator, therc comos a sudden reslization that you, tho whilom roader of Zotz,,
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feal very sirongly indeed about such matters as unification cf the armed §erv1ces,
the pruning of topheavy bureaucracy, the revitalization of higher educgtlon, the
application of & modicum of brains to national and international aff51}rsy and
other needful reforms which this novel has driven home to you far haraer than
reams of cogent reasoning could have done, .

As a piece of entertainment, Zotz} is top-flight; as a bit of righteous
propaganda it is anything but weak, It is too bad that so many of its readers
will cling blindly to the relatively unimportant elements of fantasy in it, and
resolutely close their eyes to the book as a novel, or as a highly successful,
sugar-coated preachmont on matters of importance to us all,

And if your reviewer might meke a further, totally fanciful comparison
-—-perhaps it is not altogether without significance that the molancholy and teo-
dious Akutegawa wrotc a dull book and took his own lifo, while thc lusty and wit-
ty Karig not only rang thc bell both as a novoelist and a propagandist but is to-
day still going strong, producing such widely divergent things as children's sto-
ries and thc official history of thc United Statcs Navy in the lato war. “/ho won
that war, anyway---gloomy Japan or the jolly U.S.A.?

~==000~=~
TIMLIN, William M,

The Ship That Sailed to Mors: g fantasy

London: Geo, G. Harrap & Co,., Ltd., 1923. 96pp. 31 cm. 42/-.

Review: "Porhaps the most bogoutifully illustratod fantasy over publishned.”

Thesc words do not originate with mo. Somo years ago, whilc looking
ovor o doaler's prico-list, I oncountorcd them used in describing William M. Tim-
1in's book. Since then two other dealers and one prominent collector who has the
volume have echoed the opinion. And when, about & year ago, I was myself for-
tunate enough to obtain a copy, I found myself enthusiastically declaring that
nothing as lovely had ever before been issued in the genre.

Correspondence with the publisher (Harrap is noted for finc work in
color printing, by the way) elicited few more facts than thoso given in the hcad-
ing of this review, It is known, however, that of the two thousand copics print-
od in November, 1923, 350 were purchased by the Frederick Stokes Company for dis-
tribution in Amorica.

The Ship That Sailed to lars is a large volume, quarto, % A8, loeibimsl
in heavy dark gray boards with a backstrip of pure white vellum, This backstrip
bears not only the title, suthor and publisher, but is entirely covered, from top
to bottom, with fanciful incidental decorations., The pages are dark gray. The
pictures are reproduced on fine white coated paper and mounted separately, ano to
& page. The text, too, is separately printed and mounted, axd has been set from
special type. The resultant effect is extremely striking, and is enhanced by
glternating a page of text with one of pictorial,

In all there are forty-eight gorgeously colored illustrations, While
I do not have the background to criticize them from a technical standpoint, my
impression is that I have never seen their equal---in fantasy or out of it. I
pressed for a stylistic comparison, I would nominate Arthur Rackham, adding has
tily that they show a wider and brighter rango of color than Rackham's frequent~
ly somber scenes display. I have exhibited these pictures to several collectors
of fantasy, and without exception they too have viewed them with amazed enthusi-
One, indced, spent over two hours examining Timlin's work minutely!
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But let me tell the story which this book relates,

Cnco upon & timo there was an Old Man who, in his youth, had dreamod
of building a ship that would bear him afar to the planet Mars. Years passed,
and old age crept upon him with his great dream unrealized, since the astronomers
and other learned scientists all laughed at his hopes, But the 0ld Man had never
lost faith in the existence of Fairies; and one day the Fairies came to him, aqd
told him they would bring his dream to fulfilliment,

So they set to work, Plans were drawn, and then the building itself
began; and at last it was completed in the form of a lowely sailing ship. Ten
Fairies were chosen to accompany the 0ld Man on his interplanetary voyage, Away
the ship sailed, up through the sky and away from the Earth into the void.

tnat a journoy it was! ‘ihat entities, beautiful and terrible, the voy-
agers spied on plancts which they passcd---on onc, strange monstors with oegor
fanged jaws; on others, strange and incomprenensible beauties, There was wonder=-
ment on every hand as the ship sped on, but there was danger, too, And at last
en air sprite came to guide the ship through the nameless perils and bring it
safely to its destination,

The voyagers are royally greeted by the king when they discmbark near
the planet's capitol city, The lartiens proved to be an odd, though pleasant
pcople, They were of Fairy---or half-Fairy---stock, and had once inhabited thé
moon, But when the moon turned to ice, ages ago, they had all migrated to Mars,
where they rebuilt their glorious cities. And there the 0ld Man viewed the won-
ders---the cities, the temples, the zoo, where all the remaining wild animals of
the planet were caged,

Now the king of Mars had a fair deughter, and this princess was sad and
mournful, ©She was betrothed to a prince, and a partly completed castle that was
to be their home stood: in the capitol city. But over the mountains, just beyond
a dark forest of mighty growths, was a grim place known as the Thunder City, set
amid the Iron Hills. And strange lightnings elways playdéout this place, al-
though never was there rain, There was en evil, compelling charm about these
baleful lightnings, so that ons who wandered within their influence could never
tear himsolf away., The Prince had journeyed through curiosity to Thunder City,
and had never returned,

The princess believes that the 0ld I'an, being from another world, may
not be subject to the city's strange compulsion, and sheé begs him to try to res-
cue her betrothed, He consents, and is loaned a dragon, on which he flies easily
over the huge, impenetrable forest.

The 0ld Man slyly suggests to the prince and the others entranced i n
the Thunder City that they construct a tower, according to plans he will furnish,
which will concentrate the lightnings and increase the melancholy which binds
them-~~for one of the consequences of this charmed condition is to create desire
for even deeper sadness and melancholy., Eagerly the plan is agreed to, and the
mighty tower is erected. This, of course, merely acts as a gigantic 1lightning-~
rod, so that the magical energies of the lightnings are dissipated into the soil.

At once the aura of compulsion vanishes, the city's inhabitents real-
ize their situation, and all are eager to return to the outside world, Happy in-
deed is the homeward trip, led by the prince., Joy fills the llartian capitol, the
lovers' castle is completed, and serenity reigns over the planct.

Yet this description that I have given really ¢an convey but a fraction
of the book's charm, for tho pictures constitutec a vital, insecparable part of the
very text, and onc cannot convey their nature by moro words, Knd yot one may
hint at their rich beauty: tho grim monstersj tho glorfous fairy-buildings, with
far-flung cobwebby spans and towors; the dim hugoness of tho forests; the gloemy
halls of Thunder City, with corridors 1lit only by fitful gleams of lightning; a
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strange zoo of odd and impossible creatures; the color-rampant gardens of the roy;
a1l lartian palace; the golden beaches, where mermaids play, There are‘scenes 0
interplanetary space as well---the flaming meteor that almost engulfs tgicvoyai—
ers' ship; a huge serpent of space; the Sorrowful Planet, where wor?n}n.:e mon-
strosities ooze their fearful lengths from the sodden soil. Forty-eignt fansas-
i res in a maze of color! v
£ adventl'i‘herelis utter enchantment from cover to cover in The Ship that Sa%lon
It is a book of beauty, one to both read and soo, somothing truly unique

to Mars.,

LITTLE KNOWN FANTASY

Darrell C. Richardson
II ~- The "Kioga" Stories

One of tho more fascinating scriocs of out-of-tho-way fantasy talcs 1s
William L. Chostor's storios about Kioga, the Hawk of the Wilderness. All ap-
peared in Blue Book magazine, but only the first novel of the group was ever p?t
into book form. This one, Hawk of the lilderness, was published by Harpers 1in
1936, and later reprinted in a cheap edition by Grosset and Dunlap.

"Hawk of the Wilderness" lays a background for the tales (Blue Book,
April to October, 1935), Dr, Lincoln Rand in his staunch vessel The Cherokee is
cruising in the Ncrth Pacific., With him are his young wife Helena and his edu-
cated Indian aide and friend, lokuyi. Then a succossion of storms drivesthe ves-~
sel farther and farther off its course; oventually the party is cast ashoro on a
distent northern headland. This proves to be a strange land indeed-~-an Arctic
oasis somewhere north of Siberia, warmed by unknovm ocean currents and the fires

of a great volcanic region that smoulders beyond the horizon. Dvergreens wood
the land thickly, and it supports a varied, teeming wild-life of buffalos, beers,
panthers and huge shaggy tigers, Stranger still is its human population, Un-~

guestionably they ere of the seme stock as the American Indian, and possibly this
is the land whence the first prehistoric Americans came.

Here the newcomers live, and here also is Helena's baby born, Short
weeks later tragedy strikes—--the natives from the plains make a raiding foray,
and both Rand and Helena arce killed, Iliokuyi adopts the 1little infant. He is
callcd Kioga, the Snow Hawk, At the age of six he is lost in the wildernoss and
rcared by a huge she~becar. then grown to young manhood, ho roturns to the tribo
and bececomes a great warrior, Ry chance he comes upon the hulk of a wrecked and
deserted vessel disintegrating on the shore rocks, boards her, and finds a steel
knife and an armful of books. He is thus enabled to learn English,

Romance enters the story when a yacht collecting specimens for an Amer-
ican museum is blown off its course and drifts to this unknown land, Allan Ken-
dle, his fiancée Beth LaSalle end her brother Dan are ammong those on the boat,
Kioga rescues them when their crew mutiny. He comes to love Beth, and, to save
Kendle, incurs the enmity of his Indian allics, This leads him to decide to re-
turn to America with the party in the repaired ship,

The boat is wrocked, however, end tho party is castaway on the ice
floes. : Kioga becomes separated from the rest, who are picked up by a boat sent
in search for the expedition, they believing Kioga dead, he thinking he has been
abandoned, By a series of unique coincidences Kioga is rescued by a friend of




FANTASY COMMENTATOR 43

his long~dead father, and the two return to the United States., Beth learns that
Kioga is alive and in New York, but before she can reach him, he has fled civil-
ization and set out for the Arctic oasis., The novel ends with Dr, lunro forming
an expedition to seek out IHoga, Beth will accompany him,

In "Kioga of the Wilderness" (Blue Book, April to October, 1936) Kioga
returns to the unknown land, accompanied by several American Indians whom he has
befriendod, Meanwhile Eeth LaSallo, her brother and Dr, 2unro have set out after
him, Kioga has numerous exciting adventuros en route, and it is not until lata
in the story that he learns of the plans and whereabouts of Beth and Dr, Iunro.
The shipwreck of another party, a great battle between natives and lunro's men,
ahd the final reunion of Beth and Kioga all make for a thrilling climax, Never-
theless, the story ends with suspense like a Burroughs novel, with Kioga beselig-
ed by the enemy. Will they be saved? "The answer is written in the tignt-wrap-
ped scroll of things to come,” .

Tvents mark time in "One Against the Wilderness” (Blue Book, March to
August, 1937) in a series of six novelettes which take us back to Yioga's youth
and tell of many incidental adventures not treatod in detail in "Tho Hawk of the
Viilderness," iir, Choestor uges hero the same literary device employed by Edgar
Rice Burroughs in The Jungle Tales of Tarzen: the series is headed by an editor's
note--=""'ioga of the Wilderness' left its hero lost in far Nato'wa. An expedi-
tion has sailed to the rescue; but while we wait, let us enjoy these new stories
of Kioga's boyhood," This series contains some of the best and fantastic Kioga
tales, especielly that entitled "The Dire-Volves' Prey."

"Kioga of the Unknown land" (Blue 3Book, karch to August, 1938) concludes
the saga of Kioga with the most fantastic adventures of all. The tale takes up
where "Kioga of the Wilderness" left off, and eventually carries Kioga through
the strange forest region north of Siberia that is warmed by volcanic fires, and
beyond thc gigantic mountain range where live the blue-eyed people of Tusk, Here
is a mighty and ancient civilization where men use prehistoric mastodons f or
beasts of burden, Kioga saves tho life of the Princess Loalli, rulor of this le-
gendary country, and of course gets involved in the expscted court intrigue. In
the end, howevcr, overything works out for the best, the party escaping back to
Neto'wa and Kioga being reunited with Beth, the tvwo then returning to America,

For those rcaders who like plenty of adventure mixed with their fan-
tesyy, I heartily recommend this series,

ceap(0==w

MIDSUMMER'S EVE

b
Joseph chaumburger

The Moon wanes and the month dies,
And the wind calls through the waving greass;
The slow parades of shadows pass,
The soft-sung chants and whispered cries,
L tortured squirrel's gasping sighs,
Faint cymbels sound, and trembling brass
Wakes echoes sharp as tinkling glass,
The ravens drift past graying skies
And quiet dawvn sends silver light
In patterns calm and cool and clear
Thet rend the curtain of the night
And end once more the ancient fear;
And nothing mers the pleasant morn
But a stain of red on a broken thorn.
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Taine, John, pseud. (Eric Temple Bell)

The Cosmic Geoids and One Other

Los Angeles: Fantasy Publishing Co., 1948. 179pp. 234 em. $3.

Further information: The book's jacket and four interior illustrations are the
work of Louis Goldstone.

Review: Frustration is certainly one of the most damning emotions however and
whenever it is encountered, and there are few things as conducive to frustration
&s an exhibition of great possibilities coupled with a general failurocto realize
those possibilities. Conversely, satisfaction may nearly always bo achicved by a
general fulfillment of whatever is promised, even if the limited scope o what_is
promised also limits thc depth of the satisfaction. Both cases aro admirably il-
lustrated in John Taine's most recently published book. "The Cosmic Gooids" por-
tends more and greater things than Taine has ever before attempted (quiteo a large
order, by the way!), but succeeds in delivering only frustration and unlimited
quantitios of confusion, Ite companion piece, "The Black Goldfish," aims to be
1ittle more than an enjoyable, easily-read short novel, and fulfills this aim

completely, i =
One of the main reasons for high expectations for "The Cosmic Cooids

comes from the author's now and different concept of a "life spoctrum.” This
jdea, closely rcleted to the everyday phenomenon observed when ordinary white
light is passed through & prism, postulates that all life is part of a spectrum,
and includes in its lowest orders many forms which we consider inanimate. Draw-
ing an analogy with complementary colors, Taine visualizes a disturbance at any
part of the life spectrum causing a like disturbance at another, complementary,
art.
4 Another striking feature of the plot involves the cosmic geoids them-
selves, These are strange hollow metel spheres that, over a period of many years,
have been collected from all over the Barth, Immeasurably hard, thcy rosist all
ettempts to open them until a simple torque is applied----wherceupon they fall apart
cleanly into two hemispheres, In their cores are found mctal plates covered with
writing; and this writing, when finally interpreted; rcuvcals the history and sci-
ence of a race separated from the solar system by thousands of millions of years,
both in time and space. Shortly before the last of these plates is translated,
and immediately following the end of Earth's seventh world war, the novel begins.
The narration at first deals with the history of the last five million
years of the planet Eos's very advanced civilization, (Here it should be noted
that although Taine used the name "Eos" for the planet and civilizetion in his
novel The Time Stream, the two planets and races bear no apparent relationship.)
Through observing disturbances in their world's 1ife spectrum, the Zosians dis-

cover that their central sun will shortly become & super-nova. At first these
disturbances affect only & low order of life; but scon they cause a great per-
centage of the Eosians themselves to be mutated into “the living dead," These

ere a docadent type of Eosian having high physical but low mental development,
Thus the Zosian episode of the story deals with the race's struggle with © i{ts
decadent compatriots and with nature itself as it attempts to find amethod of ar-
resting entropy. Suffice it to reveal that the key to the problem is discovered
=--but too lete. Unable to sevc themselves, the Eosians' last act is to disperse
through space billions of tho gcoids bearing their history, and telling the way
whereby another race mey save itself if faced with o similer disaster,

Since pleusibility is a fundemental necessity for good science-fiction,
let us consider the plausibility of these concepts., Plaudits are due the author
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for his handling of the method of translating the plates in the geoids, Insteed
of utilizing some improbable mechanical device such as a "thought helmat" or tha
like, Taine goes to great lengths to be logical, Along with the plates is sent
a rosette stone affair relating the conventional symbols of the unknown language
to pictures, It is even pointed out that many of the pictured objects would lack
earthly counterparts and therefore be unrecognizable; thus hundreds of years elapse
before the concerted efforts of investigators make anything approaching a com-
plete translation. Not quite so adroitly handled, however, 1s another problem
concerning the geoids. Roughly fifty of them are needed to produce one complete
record. About forty of them, all different, are discovered. Now, the probability
of the Barth's intercepting as many as forty geoids dispatched froma point thou-
sands of millions of light years away ie vanishingly small, Moreover, the prob-
ability of receiveing forty that did not duplicate one another is virtusally zero.
This seems a rether strange blunder in plausibility for a mathematician to make.
Of pagsing interest is a mathcmatician's apparent fascination by a multiple-sun
planetary system: in the only two novels utilizing a solar system different from
our own, double and triple sun systems havo been employed.

However, to return to the story itself, the Earth is in imminent danger
of suffering the sameo cxtinction that overtook the Zosians. This is discovered .
by carcful study of the "September madness,'" a poriodic occurrence of temporary
mass insenity. It is traced to disturbances in the sun's radiation, From here
on the plot would seem fairly clear-cut, but the author promptly attempts to su-
perimposc a third motif on the two already existing., Here, too, is the point at
which the story begins to get confused, for instoad of following through the sal-
vation of Zarth, Teire drags in personalities at tho last moment and tries to
ghift the story's emphasis to them, Prior to this everything has boen depicted
impersonally---and then, all of a sudden, the reader finds himself concorncd with
the fates of three individuals, while that of the Earth is jettisoned completely,

"The Cosmic Geoids" strikes one m8 a combination of Last znd First Men
end Last ilen in London., The scops is almost es vest, And yet wint Stapledon ac-
complished in ncerly o thousend pages Teine has ottompted to cover in 1less than
one hundrod---with predictable consequences., If the story had been devolooed in
the length and with the cere of Stapledon's two novels, I feel it would have mads
o work of compareble stature. As it stands now it ic a diecmond in the rcugh that
needs considerable cutting and polishing to make of it a valuable gem.

On the basis of the rapid changes in pace and emphasis, I would hazard
the guess that the work was written during two different periods that wire separ-
ated by a considerable gap of time. The first three chapters proceed a the sare
leisurely pace expected of the usual 400-page Taine novel. Probably the manu-
script was then laid aside, to be resurrected on the call of an excited fan pub-
Lshing house and given a hastily written, tacked-on conclusion, Certainly '"The
Cosmic Geoids" does not correspond to the description of any unpublished Taine
novel we have been told of., But whether these suppositions are true or not, the
work needs rewriting more than any novel I have read recently; here, for the first
time, tho adjective "crude" can justifiably be given to a Taine work.

"The Black Goldfish" hes a plot as simple, clear and concise as that o
"The Cosmic Geoids" is confused, complex and incomplete. Those who have read "The
Ultimate Catel-st' will find its central idea by no means new, In fact, this
story seoems almost a rowcrking of the cerlicr one in a slightly different style.
Instead of a "greenbeefo," the marvellous pear that substituted for proteins, the
pure vitemins alpha and omcga appear. Both are powerful stimulants, and one has
the interesting property of---but that, roellv, is Taine's plot,

The main strength of this plot rises from the characterization, which
is extremely well handled, Though she is not too often encountered, the most in-
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teresting character is the "black goldfish" herself; this is the nicknawe given
his.. Mubian cook Cleo by Klaup, a fumbling biochemist. This insulting appelation,
which has as its source the beautiful goldfish Cleo in Disney's film "Pinocchio,"
is one of the major factors leading to Klaup's downfall, Another factor is his
swindling the hero Jones, the rightful synthesizer of vitamins alpha and omega,
out of his discovery and his laboratories as well, Posing as a refugee, he in
reality maintains connections with certain totalitarian countries, and the plot
revolves about his exposure,

In "The Black Goldfish" Teine seems to be trying to recepture the in-
formel, bright style of Before the Dawn. In passages liko the following he suc-
cceds admirably:

"To make sure he was too dumb to wunderstand any-
thing I geve him a crute of standerdized white rats to play
with, The man knows os much ecbout biology @s I know about
the kingdom of .heaven. He couldn’t stick o noedle into & pil-
low. He never got a drop of olpha or omega into one of them,
But he did amccumulate one of the nicest collection of rat-
bites I ever hope to see,"”

Unfortunately passages like these do not occur with the frequency they do in Be-
fore the Dawn., Considering overall the effect of plot in "The Ultimate Catalyst”
plus style in Before the Dawn, the author seems to have established that one and
one can make one-half, for "The Black Goldfish" rises to the standard of neither,
Yet even though all the effects striven for did not come off, the effort is still
above the norm of most fantasy in limited editions, where quality is non- exist-
ent or nearly so.

The heaviness of tho first story and the lightness of the second actu-
ally balance woll. Therefore,I recommend The Cosmic Geoids and Onoc Othor, with
the reservations already noted, and also with the hope that John Taine will some
day be stimulated to write us the novel we should have had as the book's title-
piece,

LI ---Richard Witter.

Keller, David Henry

The Solitary Hunters and The Abyss: Two Fantastic Novels

Philadelphia: New Era Publishers, 1948. 265pp, 20 cm. $3.

Review: I think this newest of Keller's published books shows quite plainly the
eztreme phases of his writing: one, the adventure type of fantasy which made tho
Foller, ifaD. byline an elmost certain gumrantee of a fine action story; two, the
concern for humanity as a whule, thec mass instead of the individual, as seen
through a doctor's penetrating eyes. '

The reader familiar with Kellor will recognize "The Solitary Hunters"
as typical of his action fantasies, as Keller at his best with the play, not tho
actors, being tho thing, The suspcense is good; I doubt if any readeor can go bey-
ond the first pagv without bocoming interested, for the repid-order unfolding of
events build up to a perplexing mystery, and from thero on this writer can assuro
the reader of somc pleasant moments of roading fun, Other than mentioning that
“"The Solitary Hunteors" is an oldish but very popular VWeird Tales roeprint I shall
pass over any further resume of it,

“The Abyss™ is an altogether different thing., It is the account of =
descent into "the misty mid rcgion of Weir'"---that mid region, so little explor-
ed, which lies between sanity and madness, or, in other words, into the devious
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and grotosque bypaths of tho human mind stripped of its taboos and hurled without
prepuretion into the savagery that we may assume existed several thousand years
ago, before science laid too thick a veneer of civilization over man's vortexes
of pessions,

By means of a drug two men carry out an experiment upon the entiredty
of New York, Their exporiment in effect, they begin a study that carries the
reader hither and yon among examples of madness, lust and the downright silliness
of which men and women aro capable under the influence of the drug usod here that
rips away thoir sonse of conventions. Harlom is held in tho sway of a fiondish
and quito mad nogress; the whito uppor caste turns to the worship of the female
body, divine or no; the laboring masses vent their pent-up hate on the luck-
less middle class; and a human leech realizes the advantage of his position a8
police chief and seizes power over greater New York City, declaring it an inde-
pendent nation seceding from the union, his hostages the fallen mighty, '

This novel is obviously a frank and brutal scrutiny dfman sans his petty
but needful little rules; frank bccause a writer who is well versed in the study
of insanity draws the curtain of his imagination and convictions asido, brutal
because a story such as this one could not be told otherwise, While r.ading "“The
Abyss" I could not help noticing the manner in which the two cxpoerinienters con-
ducted themsclves: like passionless gods---as gods should be---with their inter-
¢et only in their dissection of mass atavism. And I was rathor pleased to find
this story written without mewkish sympethy; only once does Keller lower himself
to consider emotions in the perpetrator of hie gigantic enterprise, and perhaps
this slip, occurring as it does at the end, can be forgiven---yet it would seen
tc me that Keller would have done better to climax his story in the spirit it was
written, rather than the maudlin ending we expected,

Though there is bound to be some little difference in a man's mode of
writing in fiftcen years, still the style is nmuch the same in both novels, and,
as almost always, deceptive, The first irpression gained fron reading Keller is
of a leisurely narration, This, however, is not always true. Kellor ca: compress
es nuch action into one page, without appearing to do so, as many authors can in
two or three, le is seldom verbose, writing as Mark Twain once seid he wantcd
to, in a sinple, straightforward nanner with no thought for unnecessary adjectives
to increase the wordage. One notes, too, a peculiarity in the narration that
first passes for stiltedness, Graduelly this feeling wears away as one becones
accustouied to the style., In part, I believe this conception of stiliedness 1is
due to the near non-existent employment of contractions, especially in the dia-
logue; most of the characters talk alike, and differentiation as a result is not
always easy; too, one might say Keller's method of writing is unique inasruch as
none of his contenporaries make usoc of this deceptive sinmplicity and this itself
is prone to upset an unprepared reader's equilibriun,

Of the physical characteristics of the book I shall say littles the
binding is of average quality black cloth with gold lettering; the jacket and two
interior illustrations, executed bty John V. Baltadonis, are good and pleasing to
the oye. To the old-time reader I can say little more. To the newcomer who has
not met the author before I say this: there is but one David H. Keller, and I am
sure you will like him,

--~Philip Gray.

me=000==-

BACK NUMBERS: The following back issues of this magazine are available in small
supply at present: #9, 11, 20, 21; price 25¢ per copy, five for $1. . As some of
these will soon be out of print, we suggest you order now any you wish to add to
your files..sse IN THE NEXT ISSUE we'll have & critical review article on Blei-
ler's Checklist of Fantastic Literature that got crowded out of this number, plus
other features,
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THE IMMORTAL STORM

A HISTORY OF SCIENCE-FICTION FANDCM

by
Sam Moskowitz
(part 15)
XXXV

The New Fantasy lMegezines and Their Influence on Fandom

The New Fandom group had as its objective the creation of a larger and
more cooperstive fendom, and aiding the realization of this objective were the
economic factors then molding the science-fiction field.

From prosperous beginnings in the late twenties, professional fantasy
magazines had suffcred a series of sct-backs that left them almost prostrate as
the depression met its depths in 1933, By then therc wore but four titles being
published, and these changed size and lapsed into irregular appearance occasion-
ally in an effort to maintain themselves.

With the disappearance of its rival Chost Stories in early 1932 and by
dint of appealing to other readers through publishing science-fiction stories in
its columns, Weird Tales, the lone purveyor of the supernaturel, managed to kecp
its appearence of equilibrium best of all,

VWonder Stories, as we have already noted carlier, continued to hold on
efter changing ownership, editors and policy in mid-1936.

Vhon Cloyton Publicetions wes sold to Strect & Smith in 1933, Astound-
inpg Storics roappecred efter o six-month hiatus under the cditorship of F. Orlin
Tromgcine, vhos¢ roputation ot that tims was ot its 2ll-timc high. A scicnce-fic-
tion fan himsclf, Tromecine menaged within two years' time to rocket astounding to
the leading position among fantasy pulps, printing such a highly popular quality
of fiction that his two competitors were almost forced out of the running,

With the April, 1938 issue, Teck Publications gave up tne ghost of
Amezing Stories, selling that title, along with the rest of their chain of peri-
odicals, to the Ziff-Davis Company of Chicago, And through the intervention of
Ralph Milnoc Farley, old-time faon Roymond A, Pelmer obtained the job of editing
the rejuvonated Amazing,

Palmer's progress was watched by the entire field with great intercst,
The typo of story formorly printed in the magazine wes discarded entirely. The
covers and interior illustrations were enlivened, In short, amazing Stories was
nade over irtc a pulp magazine in the usuel sense of that phrase, overy legiti-
nate type of appeal being utilized to attract the largest possible group of rcad-
ers, Though occasional stories of superior merit did appear, Palmcr concentrat-
ed on stories that veteran fens considered "written down' and far too elcmentary
and stcrootypod in concept, But despits disappointing the old guard, thc naga-
zino's circulation rose in substantial jumps with overy issue, Thus scionce-fic-
tion, for the first time in many years, began to rcecach an expanding instcad of a
diminishing sudicnce, lorcovor Pelmcr, probably romembering his own fan days,
wes liborel in publishing frco notices of verious fen cvents and publications.

The bricf 1937-38 rccession cxperienced by thoe country managed, pora-
doxically enough,to stinulete fzntasy publishing., Because even such standbys as
detective and western story magazines showed slumps in sales, pulp -chain execu-
tives were more than willing to investigate any medium showing possibilities of
profit., The double precedent of Standard and Ziff-Davis entering the field and
Astounding's circulation nosing over the 80,000 mark gave Red Circloc Publications
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the incentive to launch a fantasy magazine of their own, The first ie§uewof tae
magazine, Marvel Science Stories, was dated August, 1938 and appeared in May. It
foatured Arthur J. Burks' "Survival,” a complete novel considered by fans as one
of the finest science-fiction stories of the year, Yarvel also brought back to
the field the artwork of Frank R. Paul, whose popular illustrations had not been
seen since Wonder Stories changed hands over two yoars previously. As an added
and probably oxperimontal attraction, the publighors cagily included 2 c?uple.of
stories foaturing tho sex elomont in a crudc and obvious fashion. This f{rst is~
suc sold in cxcoss of 60,000 copios=-~=-considcred very good for that timo.. ™

The flood was now onj an orgy of science-fiction publishing which re-
fused to abate was under way,

Eloted by their own success, Red Circle Publications cheerfully let it
be known that they were issuing & companion to Marvel entitled Dynamic Science
Stories, whose first number would feature & new novel by Stanton Coblentz,

Standard liogazines, which had long hinted at & companion megaczine to
Thrilling Wender, now cnnounced that the first issue of Startling Stories, feu-
turing a previously unpublished novel by the late Stenley G, Weinbaum celled “"The
Black Flame" would appear late in November and bear the date January, 1933.

Almost simultaneously Ziff-Davis announced that not only wes Amazing
Stories going to appear monthly (instead of bimonthly) as a result & its success,
but that it, too, would have & companion named Fantastic Adventures, As an added
attraction this was to be large-sized, like the carlier Amazings end Wonders,

Not to be outdone, Bluc Ribbon liagazines hired Cherles Hornig, the ex-
editor of Gernsback's VWonder Stories, to direct their new pulp Science Fiction,

Finally, two new titles competing more or less directly with the hoary
Weird Tales came into being, These were Strange Stories, put out by Standard,
and Unknown, which John 7/, Campbell declared was being put out by Street & Smith
solely boecause receipt of a sensational novel by Eric Frank Russell called for
creation of an entirely now type of fantasy magazinoe., Both of those poriodicals
hit the ncwsstands carly in 1939,

And as though fate had intended it that way, on Sunday, October 30, 1938
Orson Velles presented his memorable radio adaptation of VWells'® i/ar of the Yorlds,
which sent Americans screaming and scurrying into the streets, their heads wrap=-
ped in wet towels to protect them against Martian heat-rays, This was all that
was needed to focus public attention openly on scisnce-fiction, in which most
people had long believed anywey.

The nerve center disscminating all these roports was Taurasi's woekly
Fantasy News, which, by the aid of reporters Racic and Moskowitz, sasily scooped
its rival The Science Fiction News Letter and continued to gein prestige end cir-
culation, Protfessional publishers were appreciative of the liberal space and bold
headlines with which their ventures were publicized throughout fandom, and were
in turn generous with their own help whenever it was solicited., As & result New
Fendom, through Fantasy News, mads good its promise to promote a moro harmonious
relationship between the fan field and the professionals, Doubtless this was in
part responsible for the fact that almost without exception every new magazine
featured numerous departments of chief interest to the fans themselves, printing
letters and announcements with complete addresses. The most influential of these
wers thc fan magazine review column in Startling Stories (which still opcratesto-
dey) and what amounted to & miniaturc fan magazino in overy numbor of Hornig's
Science Fiction.

It was inevitable that as a result of this codperation there would be
e great influx of new names into the fan field, and this indeed did come to pass.
And New Fandom, which had set itself up as representing fans everywhere, found
itself working towards the First World Science Fiction Convention with steadily
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mounting membership, the wholehearted cobperation of almost all onlookers, and

the complete good will of every publisher, who, without exception, promised help
without stint---all in vivid contrast to the antagonism that had marked the con-
dition of the field a year previously.
XXXVI
The Role of the Queens SFL

Then Sykora and Taurasi hastily reorganized the Queens SFL chapter, %t
. hed been an action motivated by political expediency only; and certainly they, if
anybody, had no illusions that the group would ever amount to anything. Indecd,
it is nowhere recorded that anyono had the vision to predict a rosy futurec for
the chepter. But destiny had rolled the dice---and in the short spacc of a fow
months the Queens SFL was to emerge as a power to be reckoned with in the field,
and earn for itself an important seat in the roster of the great fan clubs.

The first meeting, as we have seen, took place on October 2, 1938, in
Taurasi's home. A charter was applied for and received from league houdguarters.

At the second meeting, held the following month, all thoso presont
signed the charter. The attendancec was double that previously, and included no
other speciel guest than Mortimer Weisinger, editor of Thrilling llonder Storiocs.

Julius Schwartz, woll known veteran fan and literary agent, was a guest
at the Docember mesting, which again boasted an attendance of twenty.

These meetings worc described in chambor of commerce style by Sam Mos-
kowitz, whose glowing, multi~paged accounts mado thc club scvem unguostionably on
the road to success, Thus aided, the news quickly sprcad about that the Queons
SFL was tho place to spond the first Sundey of cvery month, and whon tho first
mecting of 1939 found twenty-five enthusiests cromming into Taurasi's home, mem=-
bers begen to think in torms of more spacious guarters. It was at this meeting,
with delegations from New England and Philadelphia on hand to hear guests Willy
Ley and Charles Hornig, that the chapter gained its slogan of "a miniature con-
vention at every meeting"~~~which, all press-agentry aside, was a fairly accurate
description of what went on. Authors, editors and other leading lights in the
field were either actual members or such frequent attendees that they might just
es well have been. The average number of psople at each gathering was over thir-
ty, and included leading lights like John V/, Campbell, Jr,, Eando Rindcr, Thomas
5. Gordner, John D, Clark, Zric Frank Russell, Jack Villiamson, Willy Lecy, C. H.
Ruppert, Cherles Hornig and many others,

Tho casual onlooker wrould scarcoly havo realized the politicel import-
ence the Queens SFL was assuming because of the great whirl of celebrities and
orgy of science-fiction discussion present, but it played & vital role, It was
there that New Fandom wooed and won the support of the professionals of the field
to its cause. A professional would be extended the most cordial possible invi-
tation to attend a meeting, with travel instructions carefully detailed, At the
meeting itself he would be treated with thc greatest respect, feted as a celeb-
rity; his words would be listened to carefully, he would be flooded with ques-
tions, his autograph would bo solicited, If an editor, an issuc of his magezine
would be scheduled for oral review story by story, illustration by illustration,
department by department. If at all possible, a friend of his would be invited
to the pame meeting so that he would have & companion and feel completely at home,
If he were en author, a science-fiction quiz on the progrem would be surse tc in-
clude questions alluding to some of his stories; if an artist, & key topic for
discussion might be similerly slanted. A few days after the meeting, the celcb-
rity would be thanked for his interest cnd askod to attend somec futuro moeting,
Within o weok, whilc thc momory wose still ploasantly warm in his mind, an issuc
of Fantasy Nows would appoar in his lottor-box boaring his nome in hecdlines and
an account of his statecmonts at tho gothoring. ©Shortly thereafter he would ro-




FANTASY COMMENTATOR 51

ceive a letter from Sam MHoskowitz telling him that hie talk at the Queens meeting
had been so popular it would be little less than a crime not to publish its text
in Now Fandom for the disemminetion to the fan world, In New Fandom it would be
presented in dignified tone, and often other articles pf conment by profesgsionals
would bo solicitod and/or recoived rogarding it.

In this fashion, though oven many of its mombors scarccly roalizcd tho
foct, tho Qucons SFL bocamo an osscntial mombor, with Now Fandon and Fatasy News,
of a poworful trinity that wes dominating and sctting a tono for 211 of scienco-
fiction fandom, Iliere was being created the good will that resulted in the whole=
hearted cooperation among professionals so necessary for a successful fan conven=
tion., Directly or indirectly overyone was benefitod---for, even &s the profos-
sionals roccived widesprcad publicity of the most favorable variety, so were the
nerbers of the Queens SFL and readers of MNew Fandom and Fantasy News receiving
reterial thet interested them greatly. As a result, too, fandom at large found
it increasingly easy to gain access to and holp from those very authors and edi-
tors who but a few months preoviously had boon cold to every tentative advancc,

It could bo scon, too, that the Quoons SFL would share with Ncw Fandon
tho brunt of tho work for putting on the convention the coming sumaer, 411 key
men hehind the project wore members of both organizations, and every meeting of
the Queens chapter (which wed hald in Bohemia Hall, hstoria after January, 1939)
hed as part of its program a rcport by either Sykora or Hoskowitz on progress of
convention preparations,

It is hard to apportion fair credit to individuals for the early suc-
cess of the Queons group for this was, in many ways, duc largely to sclfless co=-
opcration, Frobably Sykora, the instigator, and Taurasi, the director, descrve
the lion's share of credit for management of club affairs and progrom prcsenta-
tion, A poworful eide was lario Racic, & cepable and willing workor. Julius
Schwertz wes instrumcntel in persueding many celebritics to attend, and Sam Lios~
kowitz's familiarity with their "pedigrees"” and ability to warm them to the task
at hand was as useful as his later published accounts of the meetings. Hyman
Tiger's comprehensive knowledge of current science-fiction and contributions to
the Queens library and various drives were all extremely helpful, And taken zs
a2 whole, these things, together with the group's location in the lergest city of
the country, made the Queons SFL as popular as it was influential,

XXXVII
Amatour Mogozines of the Period

Ve have seen that New Fandom was to form a central hub about which all
fan activities revolved, New Fandom preached the doctrine d improvement through
cooperation instead of through anarchic effort., Instead of half a dozen fans pub-
lishing as many diverse titles, none of which had any great impact singly, New
Fandom urged, and set by example, the consoclidotion of many smell efforts into o
a few big ones, New Fandom magazine itself was the result of merging the major
rcsources of six smaller journels, ono large club and e manuscript burceu. Fan-
tasy News bocemo e success boceusa suveral fans, each cepable of gathoring mate-
riel for and publishing o nowspnpor, forswore this course in the intorost of uni-
ty and wore willing to work constructively together to produce a single superior

cffort,
Fendom os & whole woas not unaffocted by the example set by Mew Fandom,

and as a result early 1939 saw appearance of a compearatively small number of fan
magazines of better quality; morsover, these magazines adopted a more seriousa-
titude toward professional publications than they had done previously.

One of the leading amateur journals of this period was Spaceways, pub-
lished in Hagerstown, Maryland by Harry Warner, Jr. Warner had been a follower
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mounting membership, the wholehearted cobperation of almost all onlookers, and
the complete good will of every publisher, who, without exception, promised help
 without stint---all in vivid contrast to the antagonism that had marked the con-
dition of the field a year previously.
XXXVI
The Role of the Queens SFL

Yhen Sykora and Taurasi hastily reorganized the Queens SFL chapter, it

_ had been an action motivated by political expediency onlys; and certainly they, if

anybody, had no illusions that the group would ever amount to anything, Indeed,

it is nowhere recorded that anyonc had the vision to prodict a rosy futurc for

the chepter, But destiny had rolled the dice---and in tho short spacc of a fow

months the Queens SFL was to emerge as a power to be reckoned with in the field,
and earn for itself en important seat in the roster of the great fan clubs,

The first meeting, as we have seen, took place on October 2, 1938, in
Tauresi's home. A charter was applied for and received from league heedquartcrs.

At the second meoting, hold the following month, all thoso prescont
signed the charter. Ths attondance was double that previously, and included no
other specciel guest than Mortimer Weisinger, editor of Thrilling Vonder Storious.

Julius Schwartz, woll known veteran fan and literary agent, vas a guest
at the Docember meeting, which again boasted an attendance of twenty.

These meetings woro described in chamber of commerce style by Sam Mos-
kowitz, whosc glowing, multi-paged accounts mado thc club seem unquostionably on
the road to success. Thus aided, the news quickly sprcad about that the Queens
SFL was tho place to spond the first Sundey of cvery month, and whon tho first
meeting of 1939 found twenty-five enthusiests cromming into Taurasi's home, mem-
bers begen to think in terms of more spacious quorters. It was at this meeting,
with delegations from New England and Philadelphia on hand to hear guests Willy
Ley and Charles Hornig, that the chapter gained its slogan of "a miniature con-
vention at every meeting"~-~-which, all press-agentry aside, was a fairly accurate
description of what went on. Authors, editors and other leading lights in the
field were either actual members or such frequent attendees that they might just
as well have been., The average number of people at each gathering was over thir-

. tys and included leading lights like John V, Campbell, Jr., Eando Bindor, Thomas
- 5. Gardner, John D, Clark, Zric Frank Russcll, Jack Villiamson, Willy Lcy, C. H,
Ruppert, Cherles Hornig and many othors,

The cesual onlooker would scorcoly have realized the politicel import-
ence the Queens SfL was assuming because of the great whirl of celebrities and
orgy of science-fiction discussion precent, but it pleyed & vital role, It was
there that New Fandom wooed and won the support of the professionals of the field
to its cause, A professional would be extended the most cordial possible invi-
tation to attend a meeting, with travel instructions carefully dotailed, At the
meeting itself he would be treated with tho greatest respect, foted 2s a celeb-
rity; his words would be listened to carefully, he would be flooded with ques-
tions, his zutograph would bo solicited, If an editor, an issue of his magazine
would be scheduled for oral review story by story, illustration by illustration,
department by department. If at all possible, a friend of his would be invited
to the same meeting so that he would have a companion and feel completely at home,
If he were en author, a science-fiction quiz on the progrem would be sure to in-
c}ude questions alluding to some of his stories; if an artist, a key topic for
d%scussion night be similerly slanted. A few days after the meeting, the celob-
t%ty.would be thanked for his intcrest cnd asked to attend some futuro moeting,
Vidthin o wock, whilc the memory was still pleasantly warm in his mind, an issuc
of Fantasy Nows would cppoar in his lottor-box bearing his neme in hecdlines and
an account of his statements at tho gothering. Shortly thereafter he would ro-
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ceive a letter from Sam Moskowitz telling him that his talk at the Queens meeting
had been so popular it would be little less than a crime not to publish its text
in New Fandom for the disemmination to the fan yorld. In New Fandom it would be
prosented in dignified tone, and often othur articles ef comment by profession:ls
would bo solicitcd and/or recoived regarding it.

In this fashion, though oven many of its mombors scarccly rcalizod tho
fact, tho Qucons SFL becamo an ossontial momber, with Now Fandonm and Fentasy News,
of a poworful trinity that wes doninating and sotting a tono for all of scicnco-
fiction fondom, Here was being created the good will that resulted in the whole=
hearted cooperation among professionals so necessary for a successful fen conven-
tion., Directly or indirectly overyone was benefited---for, even e&s thc profos-
sionals rocecived widosprecad publicity of the wmost favorable variety, so were the
nmenbers of the Queens SFL and readers of Mew Fandon and Fantasy News receiving
naterial that interested them greatly. As a result, too, fandom at large found
it increasingly easy to gain access to and hslp from those very authors and edi-
tors who but a few months previously had boon cold to svery tentative advancc,

It could bo scon, too, that the Quoons SFL would share with Ncw Fandon
the brunt of the work for putting on the convention the coming sumser. 4All key
men behind the project were members of both organizations, and every meeting of
the Queens chapter (which wad hald in Bohemia Hall, hAstoria after January, 1939)
had as part of its program a rceport by either Sykora or Hoskowitz on progress of
convention preparetions,

It is hard to apportion fair credit to individuals for the early suce~
cess of the Queons group for this was, in many ways, duc largely to sclfless co=-
opcration, Frobably Sykore, the instigator, and Taurasi, the director, descrveo
the lion's share of credit for management of club affairs and program presente-
tion, 4 poworful eide was iMerio Recic, & cepable and willing worker, Julius
Schwartz wos instrumentel in persueding many celebritics to attend, and Sam Hos-
kowitz's familiarity with their "pedigrees' and ability to werm them to the task
at hand was as useful as his later published accounts of the meetings. Hyman
Tiger's comprehensive knowledge of current science-fiction and contributions to
the Queens library and various drives were all extremely helpful, And teken ezs
e whole, these things, together with the group's location in the largest city of
the country, made the Queoens SFL as popular as it was influential.

XXXVIT
Amatour Mogozines of the Period

We heve seen that New Fandom was to form a central hub about which all
fan activities revolved, New Fandom preached the doctrine o improvement through
cooperation instead of through anarchic effort. Instead of half a dozen fans pub-
lishing as many diverse titles, none of which had any great impact singly, New
Fandom urged, and set by example, the consolidetion of many smell efforts into a
a few big ones, New Fandom megazine itself was the result of merging the major
rcsourcos of six smaller journels, ono large club ond e manuscript burceu. Fen-
tasy News bucemo e success boceuss sweveral frns, ecch capable of gathoring mate-
ricl for zand publishing o nowspnpor, forswore this course¢ in the interost of uni=-
ty and wore willing to work constructively together to produce & single superior

cffort,
Fendom os e whole wos not unaffocted by the example set by Mew Fandom,

and as a result early 1939 saw appearance of a comparatively small number of fan
magazines of better quality; moreover, these magazines adopted a more seriouseg-
titude toward professional publications than they had done previously.

One of the leading amateur journals of this period was Spaceways, pub-
lished in Hagerstown, lMaryland by Harry Werner, Jr. Warner had been a follower
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of science-fiction since 1933, but his interest had not been aroused intensely
until early 1938, when subscriptions to fan journals and a correspondence with
James S. avery, a young man living in ifaine, decided him to launch into publish-
ing his own emateur effort. A cooperative effort between the two in a hektograph
medium proved abortive, But nothing deunted, Warner then went ahcad on @is own,
producing & letter-sized mimcographed publication of twenty pages, thc first is-
sue of which was datcd November, 1938, This number containod a story by tho pro-
fessional fantasy writor Amolia Reynolds Long, a biography of author &, £, Smith,
and othor matcrial of gonecral fan interest. Spacoways was bogunas & bi-monthly,
but proved so popular that Warnor soon cveraged an issue cvory s1x wooks,

The quality ond varicty of matorial in Spoceways was commendablo,  Tho
¢erly numbers carried such ncomes cs He Fo Lovecraft, Jock Williamson, Cvril Mand,
Thomas P. Kcllcy, Ralph Hilno Ferley, Thomas S. Cardner, Robort W. Lowmdus, Bob
Tucker, Frederick Pohl, Larry B. Farsaci, F. J. Ackerman, Sam Hoskovitz and many
others, Two of its most popular features were "Starduet," a gossip col-
umn by "The Star Treader" (J. Chapman lliske) and "What They Are About ," J. liichael
Rosenblum's column of British book reviews, both of which appeared regularly. £As
rearly as possible Warner tried to remain outwardly neutral in fan politics and
disagreements, barring from publication insofar as possible unnecessarily personal
material. Though at times chided for excessive caution in this respect, he made
few enemies and many friends, and rapidly assumed a popular positicn during that
period. Warner was frequently visited by pessing fans, but he himseclr made vir-
tuslly no known fan excursions of importance outside his nativo city, thus carn-
ing the nickname "Thc Hormit of Hagerstown'"---an appelation he richly doserved,
since he frcquently refused offcrs of free transportation to these excursions by
others, His action may in part havo boon due to poor health, for he was allcgod
to suffor from pcinful and repotitious hceadaches of long duration. ‘hotever the
motivetion, howcver, this stay-at-home attitudec wos widoly commentcd upon bofore
fans becanmo rcconciled to it,

Robert A. liadle's Fantascience Digest had led an up-and-down existence
until it assumed e mineographed format with its January, 1939 number, Up until
then, too, he had had the help of Willis Conover and John Baltadonis, But these
two slumped into inactivity, leaving Madle only Jack Agnew. Paradoxically, such
losses served only to prove that i'adle was a top-ranking editor in the field. He
solicited and obtained material of high recder-interest, and gathered about hin
such staff writers as Mark Remsberg, idlton A. Rothman, Harry “arner, Sam liosko-
witz and Fred ¥W. Fischer, & long-standing readcr of the old Munscy magazines who
wrote copiously about fantasy storios published there, Other well-knovm nanos
that contributcd were Henry Kuttner, Rey Bradbury, Relph Milne Farley, Donald 4,
Wollhein, John Giunte, Cyril Llend and Oswald Train., Like Fantsy llews, New Fondom
and Spaceways, Fantascience Digest had a peid circulation list of overa hundred;
and it was apparent frop this that in the short period of six months narked by a
policy of friendly cooperation with the professionals the number of active inner
circle fans had actually doubled,

Under the cepable editotrship of Gertrude and Louis luslan, Cosmic Tales
nad quietly becone a neatly mimneographed publication featuring a higher quality
of fen-written fiction than had appeared in some years., In addition 'to stories
by Taurasi, Sykore, Farsaci, CGiunta, Avery, Speer, Frome and lloskowitz, the mag-
czine nanaged to obtain items from such profoussionals aos David H. Iellor, Thonmecs
S. Gardnor ond J. Harvey Haggord, It featursd work by such British writers as J,
F. Burke, Christopher Youd and Devid licIllwein as well, which lcnt an cgroeeable
intcrnational tonc to its pages. But Cosmic Tolos' rost popular feature was a
regular column by Jack Speer, whose title had a curicus origin. Speer, who lived
in Vashington, D.C., borrowed his brother's car and started out for New Haven,
Connecticuty where he planned to spend a Thanksgiving week-end with the Kuslans,
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Only a fraction of a mile from his destination he fell asleep at ?he wheelandl?t
a telephonc pole. OSpeer himself suffered little more than a shakingeup, bgt the
severe damage to the car caused him oxpense¢s that forced him to cut down his fan
activities drastically, Thus the appropriately titled Cosmic Tales column called
"Thots from Exile." This was one of the earliest columns devoted to political
commentary on fan feuds and similar controversial topics, and this novelty lent
it wide popularity and influence,

Welter Marconette gublished four quarterly issues of Scienti-Snaps in
1938, not including the special number for the First National Sciencc-Fiction Con~
vention. His companion publication, Science-Fantasy ilovio Revicw, also appeareod
fivo timos during thc yoar. Following the trond of thc times, the formor title
bocemc a mimcographed journal with its February, 1939 number, and combinoed with
the lattor with thoe following April issue, iarconette's mimeography, like his
liektography, was a paragon of neatness; and his magazine continued to increase in
popularity through the first half of 1939, featuring a medley of fiction, arti-
cles and columns by well known nomes of the day. In August J. Chapmun iiiskp was
added to its staff, and he aided in producing the finest chapters of its history,

As can be seen, the day of the hektograph was virtually past; with ex-
panded horizons before them fan oditors had either to publish larger oditions or
kocp them limited if thoy rofusod to abandon the hcktograph. Thus cvery journal
of importanco was switching to tho moedium of tho mimcograph. Thero were, howcv-
er, a few important exceptions to the trend, One of them was Fantasy Digest, a
title published in Fort Vayne, Indiana by Thaddeus E. Dikty, knowvm today as co-
owner of Shasta Publishers. Fantasy Digest published ﬂgterial by many 1leading
fans of the day, but its pride and joy was the work of;fiscovery, artist Bernard
Meskwitz., iaskwitz's style closely resembled that of Alex Raymond, who drew the
"Flash Gordon" comic strips, and was so effective that Standard Publications at=-
tenpted to solicit work from him for Thrilling Wonder Stories, However Maskwitz,
with whon drewing was but a spare-time hobby, refused on the grounds that such
work would intrude on his rogular vocational duties.,

Thesey then, were the leading Amcericen fan publications of carly 1939,
and with theo exception of The Scicnce Fiction News-Letter and The Scicnce Fiction
Fan (whose histories have been outlined in provious chaptors) they @ll followed
in gceneral the New Fandonm policics, and worked in closc, harmonious accord, The
ficld for the first timc in sonme yoars was not gluttcd with titles, and titlos
that wers being publishud appcared with comnmendable regularity, VWith increased
professional publicity drawing more and more fans into activity, circulation and
general quality rose steadily higher, and fan nagazines once more becane itens
that were worth collecting.

XXXVIII
Minor Dissensions

Roughly three years had passed since Arthur W. ("Bob") Tucker had per=
petrated nis infamous death hoax on the editor of Astounding Storicss, In this
poriod 1littlo or nothing had boon heerd out of Bloomington, Illinois. In the in-
terim, howecvor, F. Orlin Troneine had loft Strset and Smith, and Astounding Sto-
rics, now retitled Astounding Science-Fiction, came under the editorsuip of John
Ve Campbelly Jr. Iven before Treneine left, the harsh edict to abolish "Brass
Tacks" (o colurin devoted to readers' letters) had been relexed, and its succeed-
ing "Bcicnce Discussions" becane diluted with genoral cormments from subscribers.
Tho June, 1938 issuo carriod a letter fron Janos S. Avery which bomnoanod, emong
rniany othor things, the fact that readers' letters publishcd in Astounding werc no
longor oithur intelligent or clovor, VWhether it was pure chance that Tucker de-
cided to rcply to this point, or whethor he was looking for an opportunity to re-
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turn to the fold and would have picked another had not this one appeared is an in-
teresting subject for speculation. At any rate, Tucker's letter defending the
current wit of readers' letters appeared in the August, 1938 Astounding; and like
Al Jolson after a long layoff Tucker went joyously into his old song and dance,
ending his communication with a humorous parody on the letters of old, Perhaps
as a result Tucker received letters esking him to return to activity oncc morg as
during the fall of 1938 fans began reoceiving lettors and subscriptions from him,
In any ovent, Bob Tucker sas back in the swim of things again.

Among others, he contactod James Taurasi, and whon late in 1938 Tucker
issucd a littlo four-paged hoktographed lecaflet titled Scicnco Fiction Advertiser
the legend "A Cosmic Publication" was promincntly displayed on its masthoad., Tho
Advertiseor was the earliest serious attempt at a fan magazine devoted solely to
edvertising, being preceded only by i‘oskowitz's Science Fiction Circular earlier
that year, the latter being of purposely limited circulation, The scecond Adver-
tiser boasted a distribution of two hundred (very high in those times), and un-
dorwent a slight change in title. The third issue of Scienco & Fantasy Advertiser
was lettor-sized, and carried an ennouncement of the forthcoming Urknovm. Thore-
after it passed into the hands of onc Sully Roberds (believed by raony to be Tuck-
¢r under a pseudonym), and though forecasted to appear as a proifccsionally print-
ed publicetion never did.

Probably Tuckcr's failurc to do anything with this offort can bo traccud
to a wish to writc and publish humorous works which had long bocn his forto. To
facilitate this he first rcestablished his D'Journal, abandoned since 1935, and
followed its success with & new title, Le Zombie. Both were Cosmic TFublications
and the letter was distributed at first as a free supplement to Taurcsi's Fantasy
News, D'Journal featured humorous articles and squibs by Tucker and others, in-

cluding "Poor Pong's Almanac," "On the Care end Feeding of Vampires," etc, Le
Zombie carried advertising as well, and short, satirical, cynical paragrophs de=
rartmentalized in The New Yorker fushion like "Subtle Advertising Dept.," '"Ter-

rible Secrets Dept."” and the like, An attompt was made to give such comments a
homcy, plein~-spolon twang, and Tucker impartially sonk their barbs irto foc and
friend alike., His humorous articles, whether signed by himself or his cognomen
"Hoy Ping Pong" were generally burlesques or satires of the fantasy field. This
was relatively new to science-fiction fan magazines, and Tucker barred few holds
in displaying his undeniable talent for it.

Sam i‘oskowitz, because of his intense fan activity, had been himself a
favorite target for many of tnese quips and burlesques. Like most others he had
let them pass in silence. Like others, too, he realized that such commentaries
could be extremely effective weapons for attack: Tucker could ridicule what and
whom he pleased, and if a victim objected he would be told everything was being
offered in the spirit of good fun end that only a2 sorehead could not take a joke.
Now, ifoskowitz had had an article titled "The VWorld Changes" published in Space-
ways for February, 1939, In this piece (which, it might be noted, had been writ-
ten some time before it appeared in print) he tried to show that a new era o fan-
dom was coming about through the influx of new professional magazines end the cre-
ation of New Fandom. Ee mesintained that the field was almost quadruple its for-
mer size end still growing., Past fan eras were briefly reviewed, and the article
was cndod on the prediction of a bright future for fans. Thore wors feow points
of controversy in the articlo: it simply covered cvoents that had for the most part
actually happened sincc its composition., But it was ctnough to cvoko from Tucker
in the next Spaceways a parody entitled "The lMoon Chonges Too." "Of course his-
tory repoats itselfl" he declered therein, "Moskowitz has written another ar-tikle
on old times, that's history repeating itself!" He went on to burlesque the idea
that Moskowitz wes writing to any large new group of fans, and then presented a
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mock history of fan eras. '"Cad zooks, but eras were thick in those days.”

iloskowitz realized that when people laughed at something they would no
longer tako it seriously; and to him, these articles on fan history WIoro gerious
things indced, Thoroforo ho wroto a roply to Tuckor for Spacoways, 3in which ho
statod that ho belioved Tucker was using humor as a woapon, not moroly for humor’s
sako nlono, He maintained that Tucker was fostering an erroneous impression by
belittling the fact that the fan field was made up of many new faces, and ques-
tioned his opponent's ability to make such critgisms after being so long out of
touch with happenings in fandom. He pointed out that neither Tucker nor anyone
else had so far found any errors of fact in "The World Changes,” and intimated
that the genesis of Tucker's burlesque might well be annoyance over an uncompli-
mentary piece printed in the November, 1938 Now Fandom,

This last was a referenco to an articlo by "Loki" (Peter Duncan) which
was writton in the belief that Tucker's "death" had been gonuinc and which wont
to vitriolic lengths to lambaste his rcputation as & humorist. So strong was the
adverse opinion of subscribers to this and other writings of Loki that they were
thenceforth not published in the magazine, Iloskcwitz reminded Tucker that he had
been written sbout the column in advance, and that no reply had becn roceived to
an offor to withdraw it, Actually, Tucker may have been irked for another reas-
on cntiroly: in "The Viorld Changos"™ lioskowitz had inadvertantly omitted his namo
and that of Robert Madlc (who made specific objection to this) in listing scveral
"0ld timo" fans. Crodonce for this viowpoint is lont by the fact that in a fol-
lowing issuc of Le¢ Zombio the oditor remarked, "Altho Tucker (yeh, me) was not
mentioned by Ifoskowitz in his Spaceways 'old-timer' article, he lays a few claims
to being one anyway,"

In the past the agile mind of Jack Speer had proved of powerful aid to
l'oskowitz in his clashes with the Futurians, In this case, being on friendly
terms with both parties concerned, he might have made en effective mediator, but
it so happencd that he, too, had a bone to pick with "The World Changes,'" and it
did not deal with accuracy of dotsil, Apparently Speecr had beoen socretly writing
a history of scioncc-fiction fandom which he intonded to spring as a surprise on
everyono vhen completed, He soomed to seo in Moskowitz's short article en annoy-
ing anticipation of his owvm, and was forced to rovezl his projoect ahcad of timo
bccausc of it, Hec gently doplored Tuckor's attompt to disguiso the fact thet
thero had beon distinct cras in fandom, but beyond that took no reconciliatory

action.
To add fucl to the firc enother Tucker article was published in Fantasy

Digest almost concurrently with the burlesque in Spaceways. The content of "Pro-
cession of Yesterdays or Are You a Veteran Too?" is obvious from the title, and
Moskowitz felt that Tucker was making undue issue out of the points he stated.
He therefore wrote to Tucker about that and other matters; the tone of the reply
was calculated to assure lMoskowitz that everything reelly was being done in good
fun, .with no malice intended, Undoubtedly this would have smoothed over the tiff
had not Tucker's "A Littlo Lesson in Tuckerology" (Spaceways, August, 1938) comeo
out shortly thoreaftor, Here ho took a sorious, maturo vicwpoint, saying that he
deplored poople misunderstanding his purposos, which wcre to croaste a little fun
and laughtor. Fans took 1ifo too seriously, hc folt, and denied cny porsoncl an-
imus vocausu of Loki‘s tiredec in Now Fandom. This wos all vory well, but whan ho
thon procooded to refer to Moskowitz as "o big-kRoaded 1ittle punk trying to act
cs if he knows what it's 2ll about" he could scarcely be accused to attempting &
ropprochement, This virtuclly cssured fendom that regerdlecs of what developed
in the near future, Tucker and lloskowitz would not be anligned in the scme Camp-=e
end that this weos more important than it seems will loter be shown,

Tucker wos responsible for severcl other items in the 193821939 pub-
lishing field. As o FAPA member, he produced Science Fiction Variety, o small
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journal composed of odds and ends of advertising, wit and art. During early 1939
he produced The Year Book of 1938, which listed and cross-indexed all stories that
had appeared in fantasy magazines during 1938, He repeated this publication in
1940 (for 1539 issues), and both numbers have since become valuable items in the
eyes of collectors. Tucker hed also struck up & friendship with James Avery as
8 result of answering his Astounding letter and the two produced sevoral fan pub-
lications together,

Early in 1938 he organized the Vulcan lianuscript Bureau, whicn contri-
buted largely to Vulcan Publications, a new publishing chain which he hed organ-~
jzed, The pride of Vulcan Fublications was a fan magazine called Mova. It was
intended to be something entirely new in the realin of fan journalism, rteing five
separate and distinct titles bound together, Three of these five wore new: Nova,
Science fiction EZsquire and Science Fiction Times. Two, D'Journel and Le Zombie,
were of course regularly-appearing Tucker productions. Probably in order to kecp
peace with Teurasi for the loss of these two to the Vulcan fold, Tucker tactfully
labelled llove a Cosmic-Vulcan publication. (0f special interest in the Scicnce
FTiction =squire portion was a column called "The Battleground," in which Tuckor
appealed to Robert Lowndes to drop the onus of "decadism" end "Morxism" featured
so prominecntly in most of his articles, and return to the strong, undiluted sci-
ence-fictional flavor that had in past years made him one of the most popular of
fan writers. Lowndes replied to tho effect that he would try to write occasional
cfforts in his former vecin, but that becausc ¢of his newly-acquired Merxist out-
look he could not bec held responsible for any propaganda that inadvertantly cropt
into the lines,) 1Ioskowitz prodictcd that because of its very nature Nova would
probably never see a second issue. And when Tucker did indeed find il necessary
to dissolve it after the initial number he made wry allusion to the prophecy of
"Werlin lioskowitz," which naturally brought the two fans no closer together,

' From the foregoing one can see the welter of abrupt activity that push-
ed Bob Tucker back into prominence in a relatively short time. As the date of the
coming world science-fiction convention approached, he had becomea powerful fig-
ure destined to be a leader in the growth of mid-western fandom.

In Chicago, dorment since late 1936 when the city's SFL chapter had giv-
en up the ghost, there were stirrings of new activities. a new circle of fans
had formed in which the leading figures were such names as iark Roinsberg, liel-
vin Korshak, Richard I, leyer and Yilliam L. Hamling, The rejuvenation of Amazing
Stories by the local firm of Ziff-Davis was especially propitious for the growth
of this circle, who found editor Raymond Palmer a source of almost every variety
of help ncoded for forwarding their activitics., Ilark Reinsberg was the most ac-
tive of the group, his columns on Amazing Stories having appeared regularly for
mcrc than o ycar in Fantascience Digest., IMelvin Korshak had dabbled a bit in fan-
tesy book dealing, being one of the first fans to garncr profitable rcturns from
thcir hobby,

iith Amazing's Julien 5. Krupa as art editor, the sbove four collabo-
rated to produce a new fan megozine, Ad Astra. Its first issue was datcd tlay,
193¢, and sported a pictorial mimcographed covor by Krupa. Generelly speaking,
t2e magozince had a sloppy appearance, but the material and editing wes flashy. In
addition to an interview witn Reymond Felmur, thc editors had mansged to conceon-
tratc bostwcen their covers contributions from 3. =2, Smith, John W, Ccuiphcll, Hugo
Gernsback, Dobert lindle, Harry ‘/arner and VWilliem Hamling. A second number ap-
peared before convention time, material bty Clifford Simak and Jack Williamson in
the featured roles,

But Reinsberg, Xorshak and lfeyer had a misunderstanding with Hamling,
whom they accused of being tewperamental, and Hamling in return resorted to nume
calling which included anti-Semitic phrases., Chicego was thus divided into two
cenps, though news of the schism was kept out of circulation for many months,




FANTASY COil SNTATOR S7

Tven after the news leaked out, however, hoth factions attempted to appear to be
vorking together,

And against this troubled background Reinsberg and Xorshak planned to
make a bid for a 1940 Chicago science-fiction convention at the forthcoming Newr
York affair., History was once more in the making,

(to be continued)

TIPS S@OINSFAIRSS

John C. Nitka

Willis George Emerson's Smoky God (1908): After hearing much about this short
novel from collectors I found myself disappointed when actually reading it, Ap-
parently this is one of those books which have acquired legendary feme by virtue
of scarcity rather than quality. In any event, the story begins by introducing
Olaf Jensen, a Norseman, who with his father has set out in their smzall sailing
ship in search of walrus tusks, Aifter being at sea but a few days they are caught
in a storm and driven into unknown seas. The two are then met by & huge vessel
manned by humans of correspondingly huge stature, They are treated royally, and
taken to the strangers' howms, which turns out to be a land in the interior of the
earth (& la Symmes), this being entered via the MNorth Polar opening. They re-
mein there two years before deciding to return homevuard. The Jensens, burdened
by gifts of gold (a common element of the inner world) set out fromthe South Po-
lar exit, it being winter in the northern hemisphers at the time., Their trip is
uneventful until their ship is hemmed in by icebergs and crushed; O0Olaf manages
to save himself by clambering on the berg itself, whence he is later rescued by
e passing whaloer. Iventually he gets home. His story is of course not believed
by snyonc, and he is in fact committed to an asylum as & result of insisting on
its truth.,... There are many footnotes in the book which become annoying on the
occasions whon they occupy morc spacc on pages than the story itseclf. At times
I wasn't sure that I was not reading a textbook, Despite its numerous illustra-
tions in color The Smoky Geod wes certainly as dry as onse,

Frospero and Caliban's Weird of the Wanderer (1912): This volume, which is also
a rarity of the first water, turns out to deal with Greek mythology. It appears
that the hero, an Englishman, is a reincarnation of "King Odysseys" of ancient
Greece, He is also a student of the occult, and maneges to accumulate much hid-
den knowledge through old manuscripts that tell him how to invoke elder gods by
incantations, spells and charms, Because of these feats he is recalled by the
gods of Olympus, invades Hades, and brings back Helen of Troy, who was exiled in
that domain. tHe is welcomed at Olympus, and there enjoys a honeymoon with Helen.
He also manages to pley an important part in the pitched battle between the gods
of Olympus and those of ancient Rome, who are disputing for power in the heavens,
This ends in victory for the former, and the establishment of everlasting peace, ,

Bdwin Pallender's Across the Zodiac {(1896): This is an old-timer that remains as
good now as the day it appeared, Though some of its idioms and scientific facts
are a bit out of date, it nevertheless is as fictionally sound as modern fantasy
novels, and much more readable then many., Three scientists studying an active
voleanic crater in Iceland get in serious trouble when their balloon is about to
fall into the pit of lava. Two of them are rescued in the nick of time by the
personnel of a rocket which is making its maiden voyege into outer space. Anti-
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gravity effects are obtamined by “revolving discs," which free the ship from thoe
earth's attraction. The rocket visits the moon and several of the planets Ube-
fore the tuo rescued scientists are returned to earth, There is considerable ex-
citement in the story, too, whet with a mutinous crew and a near-collision of the
ship with the sun itself, All in all, & worthwhile novel well zhead of its time.

-—-000==-

CHECKLIST OF 'AVON FANTASY READER

compiled by
J. Russell ilars

lote: Avon Fantasy Reader magazine is published irregularly by the Avon Publish-
ing Company, Inc., 11$ West 57th Street, Mew York 19, N. Y, It is edited by Don-
eld A. Wollheim., Since it is undated save by copyright date {(the first five num-
bers were copyrighted in 1947, the sixth in 1948), it is best identified by issue

number. In the index below the words "the'" and "a" have been dropped from all
titles which they prefix.
STORIES
1. Arrhenius Horror P. Schuylcr Iiller 4
2. Automatsa S. Fowler iright 2
3. Beyond the Wall of Sleep H. P. Lovecraft 6
4, Dishop's Gembit Stephsn Grendon 3
5. Black Thirst C. L. Hoore 3
6. Ccntral Figuro H. Russoll Wakefield 1
7. City of the Living Dsad Fletcher Pratt & Lawrence donning 2
8. Gonqueror's Isle Nelson S. Bond 4
S. Crawling Horror Thorp rcClusky 6
10, Day of the Dragon Guy ndore 2
11. Defense A, B, Van Vogt 4
12, Dcrelict William Hope Hodgson 4
13, Drone A, Merritt 6
14, Evcning Primrose John Collior 3
15, Tano of the Black Pharaoh Robert Bloch 5
16. From the Dark Waters Joseph 3. Kclleam 6
17. Gold Dress Stephen Vincent Benot 5
18. Hoard of tho Gibblins Lord Dunsany 4
19. Hollow ian Thomas Burko 4
20. Homccoming Ray Bradbury 3
21. In thc Court of the Dragon Robert V. Chambors 5
22, l'man Upstairs Ray Pradbury 4
23, lYectal lian Jack Williamson 6
24, limic Donald A. VWollheim 3
25, ldracle of the Lily Clare Winger Harris S
26, iidirrors of Tuzen Thune Robert .. Howard 2
27. Philosohpy of Relative IExistences Frank R. Stockton 6
28. Planet of the Dead Clark Ashton Smith 4
29. Power Planet lurray Leinster 1
30. Queer Story of Brownlow's Mewspaper He G. Vells 3
31, Random Quantity Carl Jacobi 5
32, Rhythm of the Spheres A. iferritt 3
33. Sambo William Fryer Harvey 5
34, Scarlet Dream C. L. Moore 5
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35. Shuttered House August Derleth 1
36, Silent Trees Frank Cwen 3
37. Silver lley H, P. Lovecraft 3
38, OGtar-Stealers Edmond Her:ilton 6
39, Stenographer's Hands Devid H. Keller 2
40, Strange Case of Lemuel Jenkins Philip . Fisher, Jr. 2
41, Study in Amber Frank Cwen 5
42, Tring in the Cellar David H. FKeller 2
43, Three Infernal Jokes Lord Dunsany 1
4L, Trap Henry S. Whitehead 6
45, Truth about Pyecraft H. G. Wells 1
46, Vaults of Yoh-Vombis Clark Ashton Smith 1
£7, Voice in the Night William Hope Hodgson 1
48, Warning to the Curious }Ms R. James 4
49, Vionuen of the Wood A. Merritt 1
50. Vords of Curu Cyril l, Kornbluth 5
51. Yellow Sign Robert W, Chambers 2
AUTHORS

Benet, Stephen V, - 17 Harris, Clare VW, - 25 Miller. P. Schuvler - 1
Ploch, Robert - 15 lervey., Wm., Fryer - 33 iloore, C, L, - 5, 34

Bond, Melson 5. - 8
Bradbury, Ray - 20, 22
Burke, Thomas - 19
Crhambers, ibt, W. - 21, 51
Collier, John - 14
Derleth, August - 35
Dunsany, Lord - 18, 43
Indore, Guy - 10
Fisher, Pe iisy Jr. - 40
Crendon, otephen - 4
Familton, Jidmond - 38

Hodgson %m. Hope - 12, 47
Howard, Rbt, 3, - 26
Jacobi, Carl - 31

Jomes, i, R. - 48
lelleemy, Joseph I, - 16
Keller, D. H, - 39, 42
Kornbluth, C, i'« = 50
Leinster, hurray - 29
Lovecraft, H. P, - 3, 37
lfanning, Laurence = 7
licClusky, Thorp - S
Merritt, A. - 13, 32, 49

ISSULS

Number one: 6, 29, 35, 43, 45, 46, 47, 49
Number two: 2, 7, 10, 26, 39, 40, S5l
Number three: 4, 5, 14, 20, 24, 30, 32, 36, 37

Number
Mumber
Number

four: l’ 8’ ll, 12’ 18, 19, 22, 28’ 48
five: 15, 17, 21, 25, 31, 33, 34, 41, 50
Six: 3’ 9, 13, 16’ 23’ 27’ 38, 42, 44‘
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Owen, Frank - 36, 41
Pratt, Fletcher - 7
Smith, Clark Ashton -28, 46
Stockton, Frank R, = 27
van Vogt, A. 3, - 11
Vekefield, H. Russell - 6
Wells, H., G, - 30, 45
Yhitehead, Henry S. - 44
Williamson, Jack ~ 23
Wollheim, Doneald A. - 24
Wright, S. Fowler - 2

This-'n'-That---concluded from poge 34

Yall, Mervyn: The Return of Fursey (Pil-

Williamson,

ot, 9/6).

apprenticed to a scrceror,
Wells, Basil: Planets of Adventure ¥PCI,

Delight ful account of a monk

Get it,

$3). 15 space-opere shorts
Vheatley, Dennis: The Haunting of

Jugg (Hutchinson, 12/%7. Giant spiders
Pretty sad stuff,

no less!

. Mot so hot.

Toby

(Fantasy Press, $3).
sion of an entertaining though not out-
standing novel from Unknown ‘/orlds.
Williems, Charles: All Hallows' Zve and
Descent into Hell

Jack: Derker than vou Think
Lengthened ver-

Pellagrini & Cudahy

each $23);
8/6 ).

Shadows of Ecstasy
A1) worthwhile reprints.. -A,L.S.

(Faber,
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THE SIGIL OF SCOTEIA

y
David H. Keller, I, D,

The Cream of the Jest by James
3ranch Cabell is the story of men's quest
for beauty, Felix Kennaston, whose life
is narrated by Fentnor Harrouby, adven-
tures into the past and finds there many
lovely ladies who, at the end of each
dream, become Lttarre, the lionder ‘oman.

From these dreams he secures

A b ALLE L AR S e At

son, which becones a best-ssller after
the various vicissitudes detailed in
chapter twelve of The Cream of tho Jest.
After that, from similar drecem material,
Kennaston wrote The Tinctured Veil.

bathroom, Ho fits tho two halves to-
gether and finds they form o perfect
Sigil, "just es he hed once scen it up-
on the brow of lfother Isis," He leaves
the completed Sigil on his wife's dress-
ing table in the hope that she vill un-
derstand and tell him that she also has
had her dreams; but she throws the two
pieces into her scrap-basket and Ken=-
naston dreems no more, nor can he write
any more beautiful books,
Finally Kennaston finds theat
the 5igil is merely the top of a cos-
metic jar that once held Harrow-

These dreams come ii///,f*“”*w__ by's Creme Cleopatre. It was
periods of self-hypnosis in- designed by P.W.Flaherty,

duced by looking at half -
of the Sigilo Scotcia, .7
Kenneston first saw  /
this gleaming on the

breast of Iitarrec.

SUOTSNT®
Iy Jo sfem 8ayj

who "just made it out
. of his head--=in no
\\ known alphabet; blend
\, ing meaningless

ode AusWl DUE 1§E . curliques, dots
He told himgoelf E AT L A and circles
thet she gave it 18 9PBAS 3ISNUW BUS ugi [Ty *SWes H with en irre-
to him---though Ip eIy ur ATuo uo 03 STYU ST & | sponsible
: A ! X
Ly g o saupTaol Jay pue/ sfem{e oTQISs | hend a n d

found it in the
garden of his
cstate Alcluid,

It is described

as "zlmost &n ox-
ect half o ¢ disk,
not quite three
inches in diamcter
whicn soishow had benn
broken or cut in two. It
wes of burnished metel---
lead-~~hc thought, sbout a sixteenth of
an inch in thickness, and its single no-
table feature was the tiny characters with
which onc surface was inscribed, " Yen-
naston was uncble to read thesc charsct-
¢rs,

gooeul §£338 Yo

q s

usag

A picture of the helf of the Si-
gil is on page 51 of the 1927 leBride edi-
tion of Thc Cream of the Jest, illustrated
by Pap, but leter Caboll gives credit to
anothcr in en effort to concccl the iden-
tity of the acturl artist,

Finelly Kcnneston
othor helf of tho Sigil in

the
wife's

finds
his

898 UT JsgunyfporJstassun AT '

BUJID39 S,UB) /30 LI035 Sy3 pBOJI !
/
Rew STTTAOYM OY 3IBY] OS XOO //

3 opsw TTeqQe) Yo

sketching a
crack acressall
to ieke it look
/ ancient-like,"
In

spite of Cabell's
insistence that F
sawe ¥. laherty is the
creator of the Sigil

there is ample evi-

dence that the actual

artist was none other than the author
of The Cream of the Jest himself,

On page 233 is the picture
of the completed Sigil. Perhaps few
have deciphered it-~-but it can be
read without too great difficulty. The
page hes to be turned upside-dowr. Ad-
ditional difficultics arc found in the
division of words at the ends of lines
without regard to syllables, and in
the substitution of odd characters for
somc of the letters.

Thus has Cabell placed in a
hidden dovice the reason for writing

s Kqneaq JO yo /

(concluded on page 62)
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THUMBING THE MUNSEY FILES

with Williem H. IEvans

(continuing the summaries of fantasy fiction from the pages of Allstory. -=~ed, )

1907
Jan.
Apr.
July

Aug.

Dec.

Oct.

Nov.,
Dec.,

1909

Jen,

"The Sound-hbsorber" by Dudley Davis & Zdgar Franklin (24pp): Professor
von Baumschwager invents a gadget that absorbs the spoken word, produc-
ing silence, Its use is mainly humorous, Slapstick, but readeble.

"The Celestial Perfume” by Richard F. Woods (10pp): The arm of & dead Crdre.-
man haunts the doctor who severed it, An average ghost story.

"A Medman's Tale" by Sinclair Reeve (4pp): A crystal beetle sucks out the
life of the woman who wears it,

"The Burden of the Billions" by Edgar Franklin (5 parts:13,13,14,13,8pp):
Gilvan receives a device that enables him to control people mentally, He
attempts to do good via high finance. Finally, however, the device is
destroyed, A good idea marred by poor development.

"The Squadron of the Air" by Walter Packett (8 parts: 14,14,13,10,5pp): In
the fall of 1918 a lir. X, who has invented en airship of unusual power,
es well as o roy that melts things, underteckes to straighten out things
in Russia., He prevents---or rather brings zbout by peaceful means---the
rovolution, wvhich mckes the czer president, So-80.,

"The Chost at the Telephone" by Gertson Scheeffer (4pp): His dezd sweet-
hecrt c¢ells him on the tclephone, 4An interesting tale of hcllucingtions.

"When Chosts Walk" by Edgar Franklin (3 parts: 14,20,12pp): ~ "haunted"
house lecds to & mystcery with kidnapping and burgleries. Pass it by.

"Tho Skyscrapers” by CGeorge B. Rodney (Spp): Ver with Jepan, The onemy
lends, and is spotted by plane. Rather trivial.

"The Devil's Signature" by 4. S1llis Heneberger (12pp): An unusual mystery
about a woman murdered in ea locked room, in her blood the print ofa clo~

"The Haggard lan" by Marie Beldon James (3pp): ven hoof.
~ painting that puts people to sleep is used to commit robberies,

"The Dreath of Death" by Stephen Chalmers (Spp): A young bride is put in-
to a cataleptic trance by perfume, buried, and dug up just in time.

"The House of the Creen Flame" by George Allan England (25pp): Despite all
rumors to the contrary, this tale is mainly one of adventure end romance
with fantasy playing a minor role of atmosphere and dressing except for
a mvstic once going into a trance.

"Boyord ¥hick Mone Hay Dars’ by Stanton Tierman (6pp): Zducating en ape=--
that turns out to be mad, So-so.

"The laster of the lorld" by Charles Francis Emrke (6pp): 4 way of stor-
ing electricity and shooting it in a shell, An eccident eleminates the
monace, fortunately, I‘edium in quality.

"The Planet Juggler" by J. George Frederick (26pp): Interplanetary adven-
tures that you will find reprinted in Famous Fentestic liysteries, 3/40.

"Gull Feathers" by Horeco Hazeoltine (llpp): 4 naive little tale about
gnti-grevity that I rather liked.

"A Golumbus of Space" by ferrctt Putman Sorviss (6_parts: 16,20,14,14,11,
12pp): An oxccllont novel of a pioncer flight to Venus and the explor-
ors' adventures thero. Reprintod in Amazing Stories (Aug.-Oct. 1928}as

woll es in book form (1911),
"Tho Steceps of Slecp" by Heleon Tomkine (31lpp): A revolution of anarchists
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in the United Stotos in 1930 and o drug to mcke o person susceptible to
suggcstion combine to mcke o moderately onterteining story.

¥or. "The Uhitmore ilystorics" by Sustacc Seth Carroll [22pp): Invisibility uscd
for crime¢, Rather good,

dpr. "The Plunge of tho 'Knupfon'" by Leonerd Grover (10pp): To the center of
the earth, vhere immortals live in s Utopian community. Republished in
the February, 1940 I'emous Fantestic llysteries.

"Silver Fox" by Will Livingston .gnew (10pp): 4 standard weird tale about
reincarnation and therianthropy.

"The Thing He Saw" by Eclen Tompkins (7pp): 4 tramp in a deserted house
is scared to death by his own imggination.

ifay “The Cataclysm" by Stephen Chalmers (5 perts: 21,15,17,19,18pp): 4 band
of adventurers penetrcte to the heart of the Sargasso Lea and find an
islend ruled by a besutiful women with strange powers, who intends to
mele peace throughout the world. On another nearby island are the vil-

ains, who take over navies: of the world. ufter the expected adventur-
ous episodes they arc destroved and peace reigns on the earth., Cood.

‘June "The Soul-Stealer" by Payson Irwin (6pp): 4n averago tale of possession
znd nmind-transferring,

"Iy Time Annihilator" by George Allan Ingland (8pp): 4 med scicntist's
talec of a device for annihilating time and thus enabling him to live for-
¢cver, So-so.

aug. "When the World Stood Still'" by Johnston IlcCulley (5 parts: 16,14,11,16,
13pp): & futurc war between this country and Japan is stonped tempor-
arily. To prevent the truce being broken, one Profcssor Selesti  stops
the rotation of the carth, and the sun doosn't rise or sect, Therc arc
lots of spics and intrigucs, and eventually the dispute is settled,

Sep, "'If a lian Dio---'" by Bannister lerwin (3 parts: 13,15,14pp): AN OX({C-
utcd men is rcvived after doath, with rather disastrous rcsults,

Oct. "Thc Chost Trust" by Frenk Condon (29pp): To mako a perpetual motion de-
vice opcrate, its inventor invokos aid from the spirit world. Howover,
the spooks cventually get tired of turning the wheels. I didn't liko
this despite the tonguc-in-check attitude with which it was uritten,

"Beyond the Banyens" by Zpes Winthrop Sergoant (21pp): 4 mystcrious val-
loy in i4frica and a devico to transfor lifo force, The fantosy is main-
ly atmosphcre, howover.

Dec, "Boyond Yhitc Scas'" by Ccorge allan Znglend (6 parts: 23,21,11,24,23,22pp)
nn eccspteble adventurs novel of the north on ship and land, where cex-
plorcrs cncounter a racc of bcast mon posscssing an elixdr of 1lifo,

13810

Jan, "T

he Baron's Arnor" by Charles Ulrich (S5pp): A4 sensitive person discovers
a missing document through the influence of an ancient coat of armor,
l'ay "iy Friend George" by Robert 3. Bush (29pp): in interesting, humorous ec-
count of a friendly ghost appearing and stirring things up, Quite good.
“The Devil's Ifirror" by Charles Ulrich (7pp): By faking his own death a
men is able to commit a crime unsuspected., I‘edium.

-==000--=~

The Sigil of Scoteia---concluded from page 60

will see in it nev meanings, and will gain a finer appreciation of the quest of
beauty when they read the message the sigil of Scoteia holds for all dreamers in
the world of fantasy,
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BN ETASY BOOKS  rorsuzs -

Please send orders for items on this page to A.L.Searles, 7 East 235th
St., New York b, N.Y. 41l orders postpaid. Books are in zood con-
ditlion unlessg otherwise described,

Tx0 rare British lost race fantasies: THE" KINGDOM THAT WAS (prver
covers) and THE SECOND LEOFARD (London, 1936, cloth) by John
Lombourne. One 1s a sequel to the other, Intelligent civiliza-
tion in the heart of Africa mede up of enimals. Both fop: $ 2.50

‘VEILED VICTORY by Chester Brodhay 1lst edn (1941) .Travel to Mars 1.25

LIFE IN & THOUSAND WORLDS by W.S.Harris (1905). &An extremely
Scarce novel, sold by subscription only, of a journey to all the

planets of the solar system and to nelghboring stars, Illus, 3.50
UPSIDONIA by A. Marshall NY, 1917. Unusual utopian fantagy 1.00
THE FPRINCE OF &TLANTIS by L.E.Roy NY, 1929 Hard to get 72 5 A

THE MARSTIAN by J«W.Gilbert NY, 1940, 1st edn. Visitor from Mars 1.25
THE wIGHTIEST MACHINE by J.W.Campbell. Now out of print. 1If

you missed this interplanetary novel, here is = mint, d/w copy: 2,00
ATTACK ON AMERICA by Ared White NY, 1939, 1st edn. A novel of

the invasion of the U.S. from Adventure magezine. Mint with d/w 1.25
INVASION! by Whitman Chambers seme theme; lst edn, mint with d/w 1.00
A ROmANCE OF TwO CENTURIES: 4 TALE OF THE YEaR 2025 by Kenneth 8.
Guthrie. Rare novel of the future, lst edn, autographed (1919) 93.50
THE LEGION OF SFaCE by Jack Williamson (out of printT_hint, d/w 2.75
MIND FRCDUCTS LIMITED by Charles Duff Wraps. 1st edn, mint.

The Hegue, 1932, A Play of the future: very scarce item 2.50
GREEN THOUGHTS AND OTHEK STHANGE TALES by John Collier Armed
Services edn, quite hard to get collection of short stories 2.00

Books by Burroughs. These are NOT the recent sleszy reprints,
but sound Grosset & Dunlep copies, pre-war in quality:
With dust-jackets: LOST ON VENUS, THE CHESSMEN OF NARS, TARZAN
AT THE EARTH'S CORE each 60¢, or all titles for 1.60
Good condition, but no d/w: THE WARLORD OF MARS, MASTER MIND OF
MARS, FIGHTING msN OF MARS, T THE EARTH'S CORE each 50¢; alls 1.75
ZuRL5H THE MARTIAN by R.N.Griscwood 1st edn with frontispisce

(1908). &sn extromely scarce early 1nterplanetary novel 3.75
STEaNGE NEwS FROM HEAVEN by A.Griffiths Illus, 1st. 4 priot! 1,00
THE FLYING VISIT by Peter Fleming. 1st edn, 4/w. Uproarious

novel of Eitler's abortive visit to England.  Illus. by Low 1.25
BUT GENTLY D.Y by Robert Nathan. NY, 1945, Beautiful fantasy .75

- Tak STORY OF B by S.Waterloo NY, 1903. Profusely illustrabed

throughout. 4 very fine, seldom seene prehistoric novel 1.50
THE DIAMOND MASTER by Jacques Futrelle. lst edn, 1909, Scarce a7
ThE OMNIEBEUS OF CHRIKE ed. by D.L.Sayers. Nearly 1200pp, of which

600 pages arc devoted to fantasy, witehcraft, ghost stories 1.25
THE wOM N wLO COULDN'T DIE by srthur Stringer. 1st edn (1929),

new with d/w. Startling tale of reviving a humen being of o

vanished civilization whoe hes been frozen centuricecs in ice 2.50
WoRRIOK OF THE D..wiN by Howard Browne Chicago, 1943, 1st edn.

-+ reprint from early amazing Stories; novel of the prehistoric HYSSS
THE END OF .. wORLD by C...net NY, 1927; 1llus. 21so pPrehistoric 1.25
THE HOLY TERROR by H.G.Wells 1st im. edn (1939) «75
MORE GREAT GHOST STORIES ed. By Harrison Dale. London, 1932 (1st

odn). Scerce collection of 12 uncenny tales. Mint with d/w 1.785

Orders filled in the order of receipt., PLE.SE INCLUDE SECOND CHOICES
IF YOU CuNs first choices will be honored whenever possible.
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THIS-N=-THAT

Recently published books of fantasy fiction not hitherto noted in this column:

Ayme, Marcel: The Fable and the Flesh
(Bodley Head, 9/6). Satireof a rural
French cominunity. Acceptable,

Bebbington, W.G., ed.,t Fancy Free (Al-
lon & Unwin, 3/-). Brief collection
of fantastic shorts, Worth the price.

Bernanos, Ceorges: Under the Sun of Sa-
tan (Pantheon, $3). Reprint, Dull,
Binder, Eandot Lords of Creation (Frime,
$3). Low-grade, hackneyed s-f,
Bleiler, &.,F, & Dikty, T.Z., edst The
Best Science-Fiction Stories: 1949
(Fell, 32.95). There are twolve good
stories in this collection.

Bond, Nelson S.: Exiles of Time (Prime,
%3)s Fairly good s-f novel reprinted
from the 1940 Blue Book mazazine,

=--t The Thirty-first ¢ February (Gnome,
$3). 13 fantasies, all of thom well
above the usual pulp average., Cet it,
Borodin, George: The Man of Herioth

(Laurie, 10/6). The story of Judas,
before and after his death,
Bowen, Marjorie: The Bishop of Hell
(Leno, 8/6). 12 oxcellent weirds,
Brace, Gerald Warren: A Summer's Tale
(Norton, %3). A well-writtcen, bor-
derline novel of an imaginary island
off the Maine coast.
Bridgs, Ann,; pscud: And Thon You Came

(Macmillen, %31). Mctaphysicsl time~
travel to the first century A.D. from
modern rurel Scotland,

Burke, J. F.: Swift Summer (Laurie,9f).
Moon rockets.

Campbell, J.We, Jr.: The Incrediblse
Plenet (Fantesy Press, 537, Sequels
to previously published s-f yarns,

Christie, Robert: Inherit the MNight
(Farrar, $3). Borderline allegory.

Coblentz, Stanton A., cd.: Unseen Wings
(Bcechursty, $4%). This anthology of
fantestic poctry is not as good us the
previous two by Derleth and Viddomer,

Devies, Valentinets It Happene every
Spring (Farrar,$2)). Brisk, delight-
ful, if supcrficial, fantasy based on
the popular movie,.

de Cemp, L. 5.: Lest Darkncss Fall

(Prime, »3), Roprint.

Delmartin, Astron, pseud (J. R. Fearn)t
The Trembling World (1/6). British s-f
pocket book, Very unimpressive.

Desmond, Hught The Terrible Awakening
(Wright & Brown, 7/6). Cosmic colli-
sion inveolving the earth, So-so.

Ehrlich, Mex: The Pig Eye (Doubleday,
$21). Almost the same thing., Eetter,

Farjeon, J.J.: Death of a Morld (Collins,
8/6). Atomic explosion.

Fearn, John Russell: The 5Golden Amazon
Returns (World's Work, 5/-)s She should
have stayed where she vas.

Friend, Oscar J.: The Kid from Mars
(Fell, $23), Finlay illustretions zdd
to this light, pleasant time~killer.,

Fyfe, Hamilton: A of the MNext
Hundred Years---Unless (Allen & Unwin,
3/6)., A "warning" book,

Girl with the Pungrvy Evcs, The (Avon ).
S8ix short fantaesies, Just fair,
Gould, Maggy: The Dowry (Morrow, $2%).4
horror tale of a man who has a curse
laid upon him,

Grant, Joan: The Laird and the Lady (lMe-
thuen, 12/6)., Psychometry and 2 haunt-
ed English castle,

Hemilton, Edmond: The Star Xings (Fell,
$24)s Trite s-f adventure novel,
Hanlin, Tom: Mirocle at Cardewlgss (Ren-
dom, 522, Collencz, 9/-)., A wiracle.
Haynes, Dorothy K.: Thou 5halt Not Suf-
fer 8 Witch (Methuen, 9/6), 26 shorts,
some borderline, some fantasy, &ll of
them off-trail.

Hearn, Lafcadio: Some Chinesg Chosts
(New Collector'sy 32). Overpriced rpt.
Heinlein, Robert: The Red Planct (Scrib-
ner's, $2%). Juvenile interplanstary,
Hesse, Hermann: Mogister Ludi (Holt, 353
Aldus, 15/-=)., An extremely good novel
of Furope in 2000 A.D. Recommended,
Hubbard, L. Ron: The Kingslaver (FPCI,
$3). A new novel plus throe shorts,
---: The Triton (FPCI, $3). A novel re-
printed from Unknovn Worlds. Pleasant,
Jaeger, Co et [The Llan in the Top Hat
(Grey Walls, 10/6), A silly fantasy.
Keller, David H.: The Homunculus (Prime,
$3). Reviewed on page 86, '

(continued on page 69
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CHAUCER AND SCIENCE-FICTION

Samuel Sackett

Probably the first fictional work concerning science in what was to be-
come the Bnglish language was the 'Chanouns Yemannes Tale,"” one of the Canterbury
Teles of Geoffrey Chaucer, Written late in the Canterbury period, around 1399
in all probability, this story may be based on a real experience in the post's

life,
= The tele seems to have been an afterthought on Chaucer's part, unsched-

uled in the original plan, since neither the canon nor his yeoman is mentioned
in the CGeneral Prolog., The thirty pilgrims to the shrine of St. Thomas a Becket
at Canterbury are joined near Boghton by a canon---a "philosopher” or alchemist
---and his servent, or yeoman, This canon is so powerful, his yeoman tells u s,
that he can turn the town of Centerbury upside down and peve it with silver and

1d.
&° The yeoman hes been taken on by the canon as an apprentice, to do such

odd jobs as blowing the fire. Although he had been with his master faor seven
years, the yeoman still knows nothing about the alchemistic art, and, disgruntl-
ed, is willing to tell all about behind-the-scenes practices, 3ven the sharp
command of his master does not stop him.

The first part of the canon's ycoman's tale is taken up by a discourse
on tho methods of &lchemists; the second is an account of how a former ‘employer
cheated a priest out of forty pounds--~a fabulous sum in those days of low living
costs, and equivalent to over $6000 in our purchasing power.

This earlier master of the yeoman, also a canon, borrowed some gold of
a priest. When he repaid the sum---about a hundred dollars-~-he offered to show
the priest some "philosophy,;" or alchemy, out of gratitude.

The canon took an ounce of mercury and promised to make it silver by
putting it in & fire and adding powder, The alchemist then set the priest blow-
ing the fire and

Out of his bosom took a bechen {beech-wood] cole,
In which ful subtilly was maad an hols,

iand ther-in put was of silver lymaille [filings],
nn ounce, and stopped was, with-outen fayle,

The hole with wex, to kepe the lymail in,

t/hen tha silver was melted, he collected it in a mold put in water to cool. Then
he reopeated the trick twice, fooling the priest the second time by secreting the
gilver in a hollow stick used to stir the fire, and on the third occasion by se-
creting the silver in his slecve.

The priest and canon took these three ounces of silver to a goldsmith,
who pronounced them good. Because the priest was such a good friend, the canon
sold him the rocipe for the powder for only $6000---and then left town.

fNesides its interest as showing the antiquity of the gold-brick racket
uscd by more modern bunco men, this tale is full of interesting comments on the
state of scicence in the Fourteenth Century.

The yeo..an rccounts one experiment performed by his curront master. The
canon put orpiment (arsenic trisulfide), ground burned bones, iron filings, salt
and pepper in an ocarthcnware pot covered with glass. The mixturo was heated but
nothing happened. Such a feilure occasioned a post-mortem examinationt

Som seydo, it was long on [owing to] the fyr-meking,

Som seyde, nay! it was on the blowing;
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(Than was I fered, for that was myn office);

'Straw!' quod the thridde, 've been lewed and nyce {ignorant and
It wes not tempred as it oghte be.' foolish]|
'Nay:' quod the ferthe, 'stint [stop], and herkne me;

By-cause our fyr ne was nat maad of beech,

That is the cause, and other noon no other , so theechs'

Gases and vapors were celled "spirits," and the four elemental spirits
were mercury, arsenic trisulfide, emmonium chloride and sulfur:

The firste spirit quik-silver called is,
The second orpiment, the thridde, y-wis,
5al armoniak, and the ferthe brimstoon.

There must have been some complicated series of relationships among these elo-
ments: sulfur is referred to as mercuryv's brother.

In sddition to these four elemental spirits, there werc scven elemental
"bodics," each connected with & planct, or the sun or moon:

S0l gold is, and Luna silver we threpe [assert],

Mers yren, Mercurie quik-silver we clepe [call] ,

Seturnus leed, and Jupiter is tin,

ind Venus coper, by my fader kini

It must have bcen casier to learn chemistry then than now; instecad of
nearly nincty elements thcoro were only eloven, and one of thosc, mercury, count-
¢d twice. Absorption was called "enbibing," and solution scems to have been
meent by “"encorporing," or incorporation. Hardoning was "induration," and wash-
ing, "eblution." ‘hen onc submittcd something to chemical change, onc "morti-
fied" it. &né when succcss was about to be reached in the search for the phil-
osopher's stonc, the ingrcdicnts uscd werce supposcd to turn a citron color--- a
process celled "citrinacioun,"

These alchemists uscd such proccsses as sublimation, calcination, fer-
mentation end cemcenting, They knew how to amalgamate mercury, There were also
processes knovn as "watres rubifying" and "watres albification," or the reddening
and whitening of water.

Among the equipment of the alchemists were "...,urinales and ... descen-
sories, violes, croslets, and sublymatiories, cucurbites, and alembylkes...'" These
vessels were all made of earthenware or glass. The philosopi.ers ulso used a bag,
apparently made of some cloth, sealed with wax.

Only eigth items of orgenic nature are mentioned by Chaucer in his lists
of materials used. (Included among these are what he calls "dong" and "pisse.")
Against this figure there are twenty-seven items of inorganic nature. :among them
arec sal tartre (potassium carbonate), resalgar {arsenic disulfide), vitriol (sul-
furic acid), corosive waters (perhaps hydrochloric acid) and "bodies of mollifi-
cation" (whatever they were),

Two medieval authorities are quoted, both at some length, so it may be
assumed that Chaucer knew quite a lot about this medieval "science," The books
ere Rosarium Philosophorum, by Arnoldus de Villa Nova, and Theatrum Chemicum {al-
so cclled Senioris Zadith Tabula Chemica), by a man named Zetzner, who claimed to
te a disciple of Plato, Zoth of these treatises were in Latin, a language with
which Chaucer was wholly familiar,

The bitterness with which the story was written, together with the po-
et's cbvious knowledge of and interest in alchemy, has led some modern scholars
to feel that Chaucer was swindled in much tho same way he describes here.

-=--000=-=
Back numbers of Fantesy Commentator available: #11,12,20,21,22. 25¢ each, 5 for 51.
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THE LOGIC OF TIjE NEEEERE(CCILE

Alex Osheroff

It is not unseemly that the inner circle we term fandom, running the
gamut from one literary cycle to another within its own close confines, should
choosc to clasp to its collective bosom yet another idol, Nor, morsover, is it
departing from the norm when, with an eye to maturity and an understandable long-
ing for outside acceptance, fandom finally produces a token of an era, the lim-
ited edition science-fiction and fantasy volumes,

That the publishers of these volumes riust consider sales potential be-
fore printing goes without saying; but that they possess altruism coupled with
the irue spirit of the amateur is also a fact---albeit one sometimes taken for
grantcd., The latter is borne out by the early riemorial volumes Dzwm of “leme and
The Outsider, as well as the more recent Life Everlasting. Tnese books saw the
light of day because of amatours' love for the authors and their wworks and the
hope (still small hope at that) that the financial losses of production would not
be overly great, Too, it is often shovm by the many frills and "extras" with
which publishers embellish their books in the interest of turning out something
a little better than just another commercial product,

That these publishers, as opposed to their ultimate judges, the purch-
esers, sometimes follow individuel literary dictates and judgements blindly can-
not be gainsaid, considering the fact that two or three of them are financizally
unstatle at this writing., Nevertheless, the majority are diligent in searching
out and publishing what their readers want, Such efforts are productive of de-
sirable irndividual works, some of them loosely termed '"clessic', though most need
no excuse of "historical value'" to withstand inspection. They are also product-
ive of series or "runs" of volumes by the same author---as Weinbaum, van Vogt and
Z, B, Smith,

tlhen several volumes by one author are supplemented by a mass of asso-
ciational meterial---myriad reviews of the books in fan and professional press,
e large awount of critical commentary on the author and his writings, dedicated
issues of fan publications, and sometimes raging, heated controversy on the mer-
its of the issves at hand---then we are certainly wont to believe that a cycle
has arison, ZIZqually certainly we cannot mention these distinguishing character-
isticc without thinking of David H. Keller, l.D.3 nor can we look around us today
without realizing that enother cycle has arisen, or rather rearisen: and that is
the Keller cycle.

In rogards to precedent, it is interesting to cumpare the Keller cycle
with the Lovecraft cycle. Limited edition books did not establish interest in
Howard P. Lovecraft, for Weird Tamles readers, early fan journals and Lovecraft's
own correspondence circle did that; The Outsider and Bevond the Wall of Sleep
served rather as an accelorating impulse, a literary shot in the arm, Zven now,
intercst in this author, only just beginning to wane, is kept from falling rapid-
ly by occasionnl articles in fan magazines, by the Lovecraftean-slanted Arkham
Sampler and The Lovecraft Collector of August Derleth and Ray H. Zorn, and by the
imminent appearance of Something About Cats and Selected Letters. Indeed, these
two titles may even cause a resurgence in attention,

The general similarity with the case of Dr, FKeller is meaningful. From
the high acclaim greeting his first contributions to fantasy fiction in 1928-29,
David H. Keller rose in five years to the position of "top" author in the field,
even beating A. Merritt and equally famous names, and moreover holding his posi-
tion in readers' polls for two consecutive years,
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An easing off period commenced in 1935, and & year later Dr, Feller's
first fantasy book appeared, followed closely by three more. This quartet has
already been elaborated upon elsewhere, so for our present purposcs & short con-
mentary will suffice. La Cuerre du Lierre was printed in France during 1936 and
comprises three longish short steries: "The Ivy Var," "The Stenogrephor's Hands"
and "The Psychophonic Nurse"; it is considered a valuable collector's itemin the
field because of its historical and literary value &s well as its intrinsic rar-
jtv. Unlike this is The Yaters of Lethe (1937), which, though entertrining, does
not rise to the author's usuzl heights; in the true sense of the word it is less
8 book than a rather thick pamphlet. It is in The Sign of the Purning lart and
The Devil and the Doctor (1938 and 1940), however, that Dr. Ieller's prose does
soar to its heights., These tio works definitely spon the wide literary gap that
all too often lies between fans' usual reading fare and the literary world with-
out. Both may be read many times for the sheer beauty that has been centured and
held on the printed page, While The Sign of the Burning Hart is still a rarity
(hoth Freunch and American editions total only 350 copies), The Devil end the Doc-
tor is much more readily obtainable. Both lend themselves perfectly to fan mis-
‘Sionaries bent on introducing families and friends to the pleosures of funtasy,

This, then, is the logic of precedence, '‘/e see not & new cycle, but a
renaissance, & rebirth, And the eppearance of Life Iverlasting, The “onunculus
and The Solitary Hunters and The Abvss augurs well for vigorous survival.

It is possible to write ebout Dr, Keller's literary output. It is also
possible to disc:ss Ieller the man apart from his writings, Actually, even an
attenpt at o comprehensive article cannol be undertaken unless the ports are as-
sembled into a whole and statod as a sort of equation: the man, his works and the
combined effects of the two on the often not-too-detached observer.

One must first recalize that the men and his writings are virtually the
same--=-and that is a stotement to be taken literally, It is readily observable
to even the most casually informed reader that in The Devil and the Doctor, for
example, Keller nas talked about himself, his loved ones and his friends through-
out. And the more personal cortact one has with Dr, Keller and his countryside
surroundings at Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, the more one realizes the surprising
extent to which identifications can be carried. However, The Devil and the Doc-
tor is no merc cotalog of fictional marioncttes of self, relatives, fricnds, cold
impersonal vroperty that is bought and sold for cash and land thet is only that,
but is the story of actuel people imbued with lifelike reality, with warmly ac~
ceptable aisbitions and emotions, of houses that are homes, and of land that is
the good earth., The leading character, Dr, Jacob [lubler, is a humen being with
toth faults and good points, the focal point of successes and defezts zlike; he
is an honest-to-goodness human being, And---basically and intrinsically, Hubler
and IHeller are the same., Readers of the more recent Homunculus will find an even
nore obvious picture of its author in Col, Horatio Puwble; in fact, some critics
may well consider the parallel almost too close,.

Or, Keller has truly taken to heart the oft-heard advice "'rito about
wkat you know." Histales mirror self, ancestry (he is the family historian), his
friends and peatients, and the human and humune values he cherishes, His stories
taken as a whole may be read for pure enjoyment, for their inncte pirilosophy, for
their picture of humenity. One cdoes not need to know the man to enjoy them, Yet
to this writer that extra tang, that certain fillip ere missing when one does
not.

Keller is @ being of many facets, his myriad tales ezamples of those
facets as wecll as of great versatility. His philosophy has been forged in tho
battle of life from wthich he has emerged &t times both victor and veanquished,re-
cipient of both success and feilure. DBecause he has set a high goal for himself
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tho fruits of accomplishment and success seem sweeter, the failures more deject-
ing, the thoughts of the might-have-been more poignart and wistful,

His philosophy is dusl-edged, non-Aristotelian, It is orne of love and
understanding for & clambering humanity at once encumbered and aided by its man=-
ifold complexity of emotions., Yet withal it is cognizunt of the basic terror
lurking just below life's surface. Dr., Koller's stories show that dwlity of phi-
Losophy; they veer from beauty to horror, and sometimes even show Loth aqualities,
¢ach enhoncing the other's accent,

As might be expected, such duzlity exists in Kellcer the man, Congider
an individual who is loving and courteous to nis wife, kind to animals, who loves
babics, wnd cbove all who can express in warm prose a love of beauty. Yot the
sume rzn can drench his prose in the most savage sadism. Consider the borrib]c
mass doors of the mobilists in "The Revolt of the Pedestrians" and the dwcllors o
Atlantis in "The Boneless Horror'"; the crucl fates of the protagonists of ’”17 T
Cut,y" "Heredity" and "The Thing in the Cellar"; the fiendish torture devices in
"The Doorbell"; and the reflection of lifelong mental anguish that is "A ?va-u-
Linoleun, "

Another interesting facet of Ir, Keller's fiction is its fraoquent
occupation with the ever-prescnt friction existing between mzlc and fomale, i
is most noticezble in nis (as vot) unpudlished novals The Fignting Yoman &nd Tnc
sternal Qpnfl*ct. The existenco of this motif once led a fan to inquire whetaer
it did not ctom from the zood dncior's being = mite henpocked., OSaid Keller him-
self, hkalf suriou ly: "Considering the fact that uy motheor was a woman, my wife
is u woman, my thrce daughters are women, &nd wy Pakincse dog is a YPitck, what
¢lse could I be?"
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divided into feour clas
them all, nuve loved a

say thet I am afraid of them; tut I have

suffered enough at their hands to keep my fingers crossed."
The reactions of the observers to thoe rebirth of the Ieller cvcle 1is
interesting in the extreme, As Feller himself has rcuwarked, they fall almost ex-
ike his work intensgely, and tliose dis-

liking it equally intensely---there ars
I¢ller's worlk crowds more and more into
these two factions waxes ever warmer,
It is difficult to oxplain the reasons behind this situation to cvery-
body's complete satisfaction. ' may oqtulat“, perhiaps, that if ths author's
-

R
clusivelv into two divisions: tnose who 1
very few who can be indiffercnt. And as
5 %
W 1758

light, the controversy between

phillosophy of 1life aligns favorably with that of tho individual resder, then he
will be nartial to Xelleryarns, and that if the two philosoghivs are sufficient-
1y dissimilar, thnen the reverse will result., But this does not tell <he whoie
story, And speaking for himself st least, this writer feels that there is some-
thing deeper in Dr. Koller's prose, a& sort of literary catalyst that works often

near-miapical effect,

tue fervid coutroversy and attempted explanations what t!

e citn _uny the great potentialities existing in the fiction of David

cad those who hiave always loved nis work will tell yvou these potentialitices will

siot onlv keep tie Feller cycle permancntly elivs, but will in time bring
its widcspread litorary acceptance outside of fandom's limited confines,

«e=000=w=
This-'n'~That---continued from page 64
Keller, David H,: The Sign of the Burn-  Kerby, S.A.: Mr, Kronion (Laurie, 8/6).
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ing Hart (NFFF, &l%). & reprint, Zeus in modern dress appearc,.
(concluded on page 87)
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Brodie=Innaes, J. W.

The Devil's listress

London: William Rider & Son, itd.,, no date (1915). 357pp. 18.5 cm,

Review: Isabel Joudie, forced to marry a dull-witted and not overly clesn farm-

¢r in order to pay her lawyer-father's deobis, soon weeries of his compenionship
and yearns for sometining to alleviate the tedious routine of her dayvs. Origin-
zlly beptized & Catholic, she has also accepted baptism in her hushand's church
the Scottish kirk, in which ne is an elder. (The time of the novel is Cromwell-
ien ZSngland, when religion was a sternly considered matter, ) Isabel's dreams aro
meny, and when onc day she meets a handsome, suave stranger on z woodland road
she immediately falls in love with him. The stranger persuades her to wvigit «
mysterious midnight meeting in the local kirk; and at this meeting, beforc o con-
gregetion of other misled souls, she renounces her second baptism (though nat hur
Cothoiic first one) and by being pricked on the shoulder is inducted into tho
devil's coven. The man whom she met and fell in love with is czllod by some the
devil, and by others "the Dark Yaster." He proceeds immediatcly to teceh hier the
many sccrets which membership in the coven entitle her to know, and is 50 enum-
oured of her great beauty that hc chooscs her to be queen of the coven, He also
promises her revengs upon an uncouth ncighboring laird whoso repeated acdvances
had sarned hor rebuffs and dislike,

During ensuing chapters ncarly overy phasc of witcheruft and demoniac
practice is brought into the story. Isabel learns how to causc a windlestraw to
turn into a black charger which will bsar her wherever she wills ot lightning
spoed, She learns how to weave a gpell over s besom left in bed with her clod-
like hugband, who thus believes that she has never Jeft his side. Shs prepars
the moon-paste, giving her tremondous powers, and a spirit from Hell is assigned
her s a servent. 5he gains healing powers and damning powers. ©Su2 mocis Robert
Gordon, whom popular rumor credits with being a mugician who has no shadow, and
who possssses & fire elemental that will do his hidding, In cvery way she be-
conrcs & sorceross, and her life is a revelry of wild and oxciting adventures,

The ending of the tale is of course sorewhat obvious. Iscbel nearly
elways wears a tiny golden crucifix sewn bereath her dresg, and by itoken of this
and her Catholic baptism she can alter the otherwise immutable ducroes of the
Lords of Fate, Yet only once may she so Qo-=--gnd she fears that bv suchi on action
rer powers of evil and her demon lover will be lost to her forever. Then, in a
sudden crisis; she is forced to resort to this power,

The concluding chapters show her secking absolution for her vitcheroft
and diabolism from a Catholic priest, He causes the Dark Mester to apneor Lefore
ier, nov as the man she has loved, but as he really is, And what ne is she alone
is able to see---for the author cleverly confines himself to hints, thus cndowing
ine scone with iremendous effects After gaining absolution Isabel is seizod by
‘ie kirk, accused of renouncing its baptism as woll as practicing ovil megic.
caerges are proved, and she is strangled and her body reduced to ashes,

The Jevil's Mistress is in many ways one of the most unusual eand in-
teresting novels of black magic and witchcraft that this reviewer has ever read,
It is well writien throughout and the suspense is handled with especiaol definess,
In & preface to the bock Brodie-Innes clayims the tale is a truc one; he cites
sources of data, mentions supporting documents, and names the location of suppos-
edly clinching proofc. Uhotever the reader may choose to believe, he nust never-
theless adwit that the devices and situations used have an unusually authentic
ring. The novel is dedicated to Bram Stoker, for whose help and cencouragenmnt
Prodic-Innos declares himself much indebted. --=-Thyril L, Ladd.

Ll
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THE MAN WHO bCAf\/\E AT MIDNIGHT

Ruth M, Eddy

Geslight flickered eerily through the crack in my bedroom door. It was
Hallowe'en, night of the supernatural, and long past midnight, I had drifted off
to sloep with visions of hobgoblins and Jack-o'-lanterns drifting through my
childish mind, Suddenly, &s in a dream, I heard a sepulchral voice saying,
"Slithering...sliding...squanling...the rats in the walls!"

Half-asleecp, half-aweke, I lay in the darkness for a moment, and then
shoutcd for my mother as loudly as I could, She came intQ my room and s8poke
softly, "Everything's all right, dear, It's just Mr. Lovecraft telling us about
the new story he's writing, Don't be afraid., Go hack to sleep," Her warm tones
were reassuring, and I was comforted as she leaned down to kiss me,

But sleop was impossible, for little as I was then, I lay listening to
the strange-sounding story our nocturnal visitor was reading. Az I was to find
out ycars later, not only was Howard FPhillips Lovecreft an export writer of weird,
spooky and uncanny tales, but ho was also something of an actor. !fc made his fic-
tional characters come truly alive through reciting his manuscripts aloud, And
this he did in the wee sma' hours of the morning as my parents listened attent-

s Lovecraft did not like daylight. He preferred darkness, alwavs. Zven

when doing croative writing at home, if it was daytimo he would draw the heavy
curtains and write by artificisl light. He did not like to leave his house dur-
ing the dey, but he and my father would often explore dark, unlighted alleys af-
ter midnight, walking along wherves and dimly~-silhouwdfted bridges on the edge of
the swamplends., It is not hard to imagine H.P.L. postulating unknowvm entities in
these darlk placcs, and from such nocturnal jaunts would often come ideas for his
futurc stories.

In casec I could stay aweke long cnough, I would sometimes listen to
these tales, drifting off to sleep however before the story had ended, I grevw
uccustowad to his voice, though I never quite got up enough courege to peek past
the bodroow door @t the reader himself. Yet in later years, as my father and
mother discussed this fricend of theirs, I could not help fecling that I had real-
ly knovwn ain, too,

How Lovecraft loved coal-black cats!: He always had one ncar him, Cats
sat in his lap while he wroto and they followod him out on his lone midnight sx-
rlorings. fiis beloved black cat played a prominent part in "The Rats in tne
talls," and when one day this cat disappeared he became heartsick,

I feel H.P.,L. would heve beon astounded, indeed, had he heard his "Dun-
wich Horror" broadecast two years ago on Hallowe'en. Never a lover of modern days
and ways, using even such a cormman device as @ telephone annoyed this gentleman
and scholar of a different world: o preferred writing by hand to typing, and
my parcnts often typed hig manuscripts to relieve him of a hated task.

The shy and reticent Howard lLovecraft gained encouragement from my fa-
ther and mother because of their interest and enthusiasm in his work, and soon
efter that Hallowe'en night he sold his macabre "Rats in the Walls" to a well-
known magazine. Not & Hallowe'en has passed since Lovecraft's death in 1937
without v family gathering for the reading aloud of a weird story by our favor-
ite author---now internutionally femous as & writer in the genre---although our
eloquence cennot compere with his masterful internretations,

And even though I never saw Howard Phillips Lovecraft, I shall e@lways
remember him as the man who came at midnight!
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The Devil's listress

London: Willism Rider & Son, itd., no date (1915). 357pp. 18.5 cm.

Roview: Isabel Goudie, forced to marry & dull-witted and not overly clean farm-
or in order to pay her lawyer-father's dobts, soon wezrics of his coupanionship
and vearns for something to alleviate the tedious routine of her davs, Crigin-
ally beptized a Catholic, she has also accepted baptism in her hushand's church,
the Scottish kirk, in which ne is an elder, (The time of the novel is Cromwell-
ien England, when religion was a sternly considered matter, ) Isabel's drecams oro
meny, and when one day she meets a hendsome, suave stranger on a woodland road
she'immediutoly falls in love with him. The stranger persuades her to wigit ¢
mysterious midnight weeting in the local kirk; and at this meeting, before o coni-
gregation of other misled souls, she renounces her second baptism (though not hur
Cotholic first one) and by being pricked on the shoulder is inducted into tho
devil's coven. The man whom sho met and fell in love with is czlled by some tie
devil, and by others "the Dark YMaster," e proceeds immediatcly to fecech hor the
many scerets which membership in the coven entitle her to know, and is so enum-
cured of her great beauiy that he chooscs her to be queen of the coven. !¢ also
promiscs her revengs upon tn uncouth neighboring laird whoso repcated advances
had curned her rebuffs and dislike.

During cnsuing chapters ncarly overy phasc of witchcraft and demoniue
practice is brought into the story. Isabel loarns how to causc a windlestraw to
turn into a black charger which will bsar her vhercver sitc wills at lightning
spoed, She lcarns bow to weave a spell over o boesom left in bed with her clod-
like husband, who thus btelisves that she has ncver left his side. St:s preparss
the moon-paste, giving ber tremendous powers, and o spirit from Hell is assigned
her os a servant. She gains healing powers and damning powers. ©Suz mocts Robert
Cordon, whom popular rumor crcdits with being & magicinn who has no shadow, and
who possusses a fire clemental thet will do his hidding, In cvery way she be-
corzcs @& sorceress, and her life is a revelry of wild and oxciting ~dventurcs,

The ending of the tale is of course somewhat obvious. Ischel nearly
always wears a tiny golden crucifix sewn bereuth her dress, and by token of 1his
and her Catholic baptism she can alter the otherwise immutable decrees of the
Lords of Fate, Yet only once may she so do---and she fears that by suci on action
rer powers of evil and her demon lover will be lost to her forever. Then, in a
sudden crisis; she is forced o resort to this power,

The concluding chapters show her sccking absolution for her witchercft
znd diaboliom from a Catholic priest. He causes the Dark Master to appecr Lefore
‘cr,; not as the man she has loved, but as he really is, And what ne is she alone
is able to see---for the author cleverly confines himself to hints, thus cndowine
ihe scone with tremencous effect. After gaining absolution Isabel is seizod by
‘L6 kirk. accused of renouncing its baptism as woll as practicing ovil negic.
caerges wre proved, and she is strangled and ner body reduced to ashes,

The Sevil's Mistress is in many ways one of the most unusual and in-
teresting novels oi black magic and witcheraft that this reviewer has ever read.
It is woll writien throughout and the susponse is handled with especiol deftness.
In & prefacc to the bock Brodie-Innes cluims the tale is a true one; he cites
sources of data, mentions supporting documents, and names the location of suppos-
edly clinching proofe. Thatever the reader may choose to believe, he must never-
tholess admit that the devices and situations used have an unusually authentic
ring., Thc¢ novel is dedicated to Bram Stoker, for whose help and oncouragernent
Prodic-Tnnes declares himself much indebted., ---Thyril L, Ladd.
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THE MAN WHO gA/\/\E AT MIDNIGHT

Ruth M, Eddy

leslight flickered eerily through the crack in my bedroom door. It was
Hallowe'en, night of the supernatural, and long past midnight. I had drifted of f
to slecep with visions of hobgoblins and Jack-o'-lanterns drifting through ny
childish mind, Suddenly, cs in a dream, I heard a sepulchral voice saying,
"Slithering...sliding...squealing.,..the rats in the walls:"

Half-asleep, half-awske, I lay in the darkness for a moment, and then
shoutcd for my mother as loudly as I could, She came intqQ my room and spoke
softly, "Everything's all right, dear. It's just Mr. Lovecraft telling us about
the new story he's writing, Don't be afraid. o back to sleep,"” Her warm tones
were reassuring, and I was counforted as she leaned down to kiss me.

But sleop was impossible, for little as I was then, I lay listening to
the strange-sounding story our nocturnal visitor was reading,. As I wac to find
out ycers later, not only was Howard Fhillips Lovecraft an export writer of weird,
spooky and uncanny tales, but ho was also something of an actor. !¢ made his fic-
tional characters come truly alive through reciting his manuscripts aloud. And
this he did in the wee¢ sma' hours of the morning as ny parents listened attent-

AV Lovecraft did not like daylight. He profcrred darkness, alwavs., Even

when doing crcative writing al home, if it was daytimo he would draw the heavy
curtains and write by artificisl light, He did not like to leave his house dur-
ing the dey, but he and my father would often explore dark, unlightod alleys af-
ter midnight, walking along wherves and dimly-silhowdtted bridges on the sdge of
the swamplands, It is not Hard to imagine H.P.L. postulating unknovn entities in
these darl placcs, and from such nocturnal jaunts would often come ideas for his
future stories.

In case I could stay aweke long enough, I would sometimes listen to
these talos, drifting off to sleep however before the story had ended. I grev
accustomed to his voice, though I never quite got up enough courege to peek past
the bedroow door at the roader himself. Yet in later years, as my father and
nother discussed this friend of theirs, I could not help feeling that I had real-
1y knowvn nin, too.

low Lovecraft loved coal-black cats! He always had one noar him, Cats
sat in his lap while he wrote and they followod him out on his lonc midnight sx-
plorings. iis beloved black cat played a prominent part in "The Rats in tho
Valls," and when one dey this cat disappeared he became heartsick.

I feel H.P.L. would have beon astounded, indeed, had he heard his "Dun-
wich Horror" broandcast two years ago on Hallowe'en., Never a lover of rodern days
and wavs, using even such a common device as & telephone annoyed this gentleman
and scholar of a different world! Ho preferred writing by hand to typing, and
my parcents often typed hig manuscripts to relieve him of a hated task.

The shy and reticent Howard Lovecraft gained encouragement from my fa-
ther ond mother because of their interest and enthusiesm in his work, and saoon
efter that Hallowe'en night he sold his macabre "Rats in the Walls" to & well-
known maguzine, Not & Hallowe'en has passed since Lovecraft's death in 1937
without wv family gathering for the reading aloud of a weird story by our favor-
ite author---now internationally femous es = writer in the genre---although our
eloquence cennot compare with his wmasterful interpreotations.,

And even though I never saw Howard Phillips Lovecraft, I shall glways
remember him ae the man who came at midnight.
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ITHE IMMORTAL STORM

A HISTORY OF SCISNCE-FICTION FANDOM

by
Sam Moskowitz

(part 16)

XXXIX
The Great Drive Toward the Convention

The end of 1932 found the New Fandom faction, headed by Taurasi, Sykora
and Moskowitz, approaching their objectives more rapidly then in their most op-
timistic hopes, Older orgenizations and publications had been successfully amal-
ganiated into this new one, which was receiving prompt support. Its official or-
gan, New Fandom, had won the admiration of John W, Campbell, Jr., who pledged to
the convention the backing of Astounding Science-Fiction. Thrilling Wonder had
just climbed on the band wagon., And of course fandom itself hod endorsed conven-
tion plans by a mejority vote at the Philadelphia Conferencethe prcvious autumn,
an act that automatically rejected the bid by the Futurian group. The reorgan-
jzed Queens SFL chapter was now one of the largest end most active fan clubs in
the country, and as we have seen was serving &as a base of operations for lew Fan-
dom's convention aspirations. Fantasy News had no near competitors, und fen pe-
riodicels generally were swinging into line behind it, the Cosmic Publicotions
group and the msnuscript bureau. Obvigusly, then, the machinery for a successful
convention now existed. It was only up,the operators to use it proporly.

It should be emphasized that elthough a convention on a smeller scale
held in Mewark the previous year had drawn over o hundred attendees, there was
otherwise no preccdent for whet was now being attempted, Facts which everybody
today accepts without question could not be talen for granted in 1939. Tven the
wost minor aspects of the affeir presented problems for debate and discussion at
that timec, The thought that such conventions would become annual ecvents was giv-
en no thought whatsoever by the sponsorcy this one was planned as a '"one-shot,"
end the very yeer had been chosen because it coincided with that of the World's
Fajir, and it was hoped that out-of-town fans might be more likely to attend with
such a double prospect in view, It is interesting to conjecture on how long it
would have taken for a second convention to come about had the first one failed.

One can seec that this initial world convention required far greoter ei-
fort than did its puccessors, which by and large used the original pattern with
comparetively few major modifications., Nothing was mere routine in 1932!

To give fandom at large a sense of solidarity and to give the event a
truly national flavor, New Fandom from the outset eppointed regional rcpresenta-
tives throughout the country to sclicit aid and handle convention work in their
areas, ooon a cross-section of the most influential names of the day formed a
network that resulted in large regional delsgations at the affair,

fext, the dates set were the second, third and fourth of July, the hope
being that the holiday weckend would bring in more outsiders then it would lose
New Yorkers, Events justified this hope,

The problem of deciding upon & convention chairman was discussed., The
idea of allowing an important peorsonage to aclt as master of ceremonies for pur-
poses of prestige was broached and discarded; preference to any one magazine edi-
tor, for example, might discourage cofperation from the others and give a gener-
al air of partiality. Only a fan could be truly neutral, Ultimately Sam Mosko-
witz was decided upon as chairman, partly because he was already chairman of the
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sponsoring group and partly becavse the potentiel volume of his voicemade micro=
phone failures no problem.,

Another question to be resolved was the locale of the affair, If held
on the grounds of the World's Iair itself, officials offered a free hell, a dis=-
count of 20—30% on admission tickets if purchased in blocs of five hundred or
more, and a day to be called jointly the Science Fiction and Boy Scouts of Amer-
jca Day. This plan was finally discarded because of the necessary deily admis-
sion cherge eand tha fact that too many distractions would be harmful, Instead,
tli¢ sponsors arranged to rent Caravan Hall, whose mid-Manhattan location (110 E,
59th St,) and low cost mado it ideal.

Remembering oneo reason for the success of the Newark convention, Mos-
Fowitz decided to instituto herec, also, the plan of having fan publishers preparc
speciel editions of their journals for contribution to and sale at Carsvan Ezll,
Dozens of titles werc announced in short order, A drive for contributions to an
auction was begun, and items soon began to pour in from fans end professionalc
alikc., An additional burst of enthusizsm greeted the news that a copy of the fa-
mous fantasy film "Metropolis'" had been obteined for showing. Arrangemcnts were
bsgun to malie 4 printed souvenir program booklet available for the convention--~
the first time this had boen uttcmpted., This proved very important,; espacially
ginco advertisements golicited for it provided a new medium of revcnuc, To add
an elcement of fun to the affair, the Quecons STL organized o softball team and
challenged the Philadclphia Science-Fiction Socicty to a game for fan supremacyon
the lest day of the convention., Finally, Frank. R. Paul, thc feamous fantasy art-
ist, was chosecn to be guest of honor at the convintion banquet.

Ls theso dovolopmonte transpired they were individually subjected to
the most intcensive press-agentry possible. Toutine-sceming events today, fans
a dccedo ago cagerly scanned the black headlines with which Fantasy News adorned
descriptions of thosec preparations., Right up to convention time, too,Ncw Fandom
featurcd colored, silk-screencd covers that wero little more than posters adver-
ticing the cvent, and carried bechind them extensive and rabid publiciiy composed
by Sam lioskowitz. Large announcements were printced and posted in locel libraries
and muscums, and two sets of circulars giving all information and full travelling
instructions wverc mailed to fans cverywhere.

As promised, professional publicity was also forthcoming. Amazing Sto-
riegs, Astounding Science-Fiction, Thrilling Vondecr Stories and Scicncc Fiction
&1l published onnouncements of varying lengths with full details., In some cases
these werc beautifully timed to appoar just near cnough to the affeir to boost
potential attcndance.

Behind-the~scenes activity rcached new peaks as the great day grow
near. .ectings of the convention committoe werc held weekly. At every gathering
of the Qucens SFL chapter, without exception, vigorous and minutely detziled re-
lorts werc presented., Fan typowriters clattored and pens scratched out personal
lctters to ecquaintances and celebrities, begping them to attend. Rarely had so
reny vorked so selflessly on any fan event, '

XL
The Chearacter of the Opposition

In order thet we moy comprehond fully and accurately the fateful events
which transpired on the first day of the first world science-fiction convention,
as well &s the motives inspiring them, wo must outline the opposition encounter=-
c¢d by the New Fandom convention committec,

Later nctional gatherings found little but good will and helping hands
attending their efforts, but from the beginning those of New Fandem were marked
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by strifc end desporate measures, The organizetion's struggle for recognition
had eroused such widespread opinion against fan feuding that by adopting this as
a plank in its platform Necw Fandom virtually lifted itself quite a height by its
own bootstraps. So successful was the campaign urging editors to bar such fights
from fan magazine pages that by the end of 1538 only the Futurian-contralled Sci-
Fiction Fan and Science Fiction News Letter continued to print columns of vitu-

peration, most of which was aimed at New Fandom, For a short while it was hoped
that when Wollheim sounded his femous "Rotreat" (see chapter XXXIV) the Fan would
discontinue these efforts---but this was not to be,

Olon F. Wiggins, editor of the Fan and by devious politics president of
the FAPA, suddenly leunched an anti-convention campaign that for vicious unreas-
onebleness had no parallel before nor any since. Its opening gun was "What's New
ebout New Fendom?," published in the the February, 193¢ Science Fiction Fan., 1In
this article he denied that there was anything novel ebout New Fandom, insisting
the latter was not essential to the suctess of the convention,

The real purposes of the affair have been overlooked by a
#e jority of fans, very few there are who have fathomed the
real truth of the matter, Not through ignorance, perhaps,
but rather through their cagerness.e.. I will not go into
the truth of this as I don't wish to disillusion those who
haven't woke up as to what is going on, Rather shall I sit
back and watch the culmination of this farce,

Viggins doubted that New Fandeom had formed a new base for fan activity, and he
refused it any credit for the influx of fans into the field that had been brought
about since its inception. New Fandom, he reiterated, had "failed the fans mis-

erably.”" | . : .
g Are ts lesders incapable of haudling the affair now that they

nave started it? Precent indicetions point in that dirocc-

tion, The New Fandom grouv are not the logical sponsors of

the convention anyhow, The only logical committee to handle

the convention is the one headed by Donald A. Wollheim. ...

Before it has gone too far why not put the convention back

into the hands of its logical sponsors, The Wollheim-hoaded

group. For a true stf, convention for the real fans and a re-
turn to normal,

Whatever Wiggins lost in being cryptic and ungremmatical, he gained in forceful-
nesst there was no doubt where his sympathies lay!

And this article was but the beginning, He also wrote lettersto every
important fentasy magazine editor urging that support be withdrawn from Mew Fan-
dom. One wes even published in Amazing Stories' letter column early in 1235, A-
nother was brought by John Campbell to the March 5, 1939 meeting of +the Quecens
SFL, In it Viggins disparaged the attempt of mppealing to a mass audience,; say-
ing he doubted if there were more then fifty true fans in existence, und stating
that authors, editors and artiste of fantasy had no place in such an uwudience, A
rebuttiel of these remarks (together with the text of the letter jtself) appeared
in the March 12, 1939 issue of Fantasy News, V¥iggins replied to tho robuttal in
April, 1939 Technocrat (which was distributed with his Fan)s This reply was more
an outburst of temper than a logical anewer., Mosgkowitz and Taurasi wcro accuscd
of lacking "the necessary intelligence" to writc such a rebuttal, Campboll (who
refused to withdrew his allegience to Now Fandom) was labelled "eithor ignorant
or not aware of the full facts of the cuse," Wiggine doubted that the profes-
sionals would contribute much of anything t¢ the convention, and then insisted
that they were backing it, but bocausec of selfish motives, New Fandom, he in-
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timated, had "sold out" to the pros. Fans would rue the day they ever supported
such an affeir, i

At this point Wiggins apreared ready to drop the debate. But the Fu-
turians were not. The March, 1929 Science Fiction Fan found R.W;Imwndeg pitch-
ing the sume brand of ball in an article that bore the same title as "Yiggins'
original one. He opened with e broadside against Leo liargolies and Standard Mag-
azines, meintaining that Margolies had promised the Michelists that they would
receive representation on the convention cormittee; New Fandom having not given
them notice, he accused Campbell, iargolies and Weisinger of having made "no ef-
fort to follow their pledges. In the face of double-crossing by Sykore-they have
remained silent and continue to support one they know to be dishonest." The con-
vention wes in incompetent hands, he mzintsined, but the weight of numbers prob-
ably would make it a suvcess, Indeed, he noped it would not fail, for if it did
New Fendom would certainly attribute such an outcome to the "terrible machina-
tions of the Michelists, the reds, the stooges from Moscow who disrupted the pro-
ceedings beceuse they could not run them themselves," Lowndes concluded by ac-
cusing the editors of "welching," and describing Mew Fandom as "crooked.”

tarly in December, 1938 Lowndes hed begun issuing from Springdale, Corm.
& wockly shect entitled Le Vombiteur. This hektographed publication ran to two
to four pages; its contents made no attempt at being topical, but were ratherde-
voted to whatever struck the writer's fancy. There were exchanges with August
Derleth and Jeck Speer on fan metters and politics, end a poll of fans® favorite
storice., Le Vombiteur wes not outstanding and had but small influence upon im-
portaut fen events of the day, but it did serve the function of directing anti-
Yew T lom propaganda to whatever readers came its way. liore important, it show-
ed thet tie spperent resignation of the Futurians from activity was nothing more
than tl.e vericst csmouflege,

/s fer back as September, 1938 regular meetings of the Futurian Society
were being held ot the homes of its members. Though small, the society by 1939
was & loyal, well-%nit group including Donald Wollheim, Frederick Pohl, Robert W,
Lowndes, Cyril Fornbluth, Richard Wilson and the up-and-coming author Isaac Asi-
mov, who served as sccretary, The Futurians were the active core of opposition to
New Fandom and the allied antesy News and Queens SFL.. Tnis opposition appeared
unified and well-planned. In addition to material in Le Yombiteur, it manifested
itsellf in other ways.

Zerly in April, 1539 Frederick Pohl announced the formation of the Fu-
turian Yederation of the ¥World. This organization, sponsored by the New York Fu-
turians, announced it would publish regularly The Futurian Review and devote it-
self fo correcting past'mistakes' of such groups as the ISA and New Fandom. Ad-
verticing for recruits began, and attempts were made to siphon prospesctive mem-
ters from the ranks of New Fendom. This "world" federation received luke - warm
support from some young fans {such as James S. Avery and Harry Warner, Jr,), but
managed to publish only one issue of their Review before convention time, there-
after conpletely dropping from sight, These facts lend the distinct impression
that trne organization was merely one more device trying to reduce the effective-
ness of liew Fandom and the convention,

When New Fendom announced acquisition of a print of "Metropolis,” t he
Futurian Society immediately circulated en open letter demanding to know if money
for the film had been sent to Nazi Germeny. They based their demand on a state-
ment in the May, 1938 issue of Sykora's Scientifilmaker which said that he (Sy-
kora) was "carrying on negotistions for the rental of this film from the original
@akers." As it had been originally made by UFA in 1926, he was of course imply-
ing deslings with a German firm., But the nature and wide distribution of this
open.letter branded it an obvious device to lower the prestige of the convention
comnmittes, Actually "Metropolis" had been obtained on loan from the files of the
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New York ifuseum of lModern Art, which owned the print outright.

4t the April 2, 193% meeting of the Queens SFL two Futurians, Richard
Wilson and Cyril Kornbluth, were present, and tendored an official offer from the
Futurian Society that the two organizations hold a joint meeting for the purpose
of promoting harmony, Becsause of the long-standing differences between theo two
groups, Queens dircctor Taurasi viewed this attempt at conciliation with suspic-
ion, particularly in the light of the "letropolis" episode, then but & foew weeks
old, He feored it might bo a trick of the Futurians to infiltrate and disrupt
the Queens SI'L, having good rcason to remember the former's abilities along such
lines when he recalled how thoy engineered his own impeaichment back in the days
of the Sreater Mew York SFL chapter. Further, since meny Futurians were admittod
communists and communist-sympathizers, ke felt that associstion with them would
be detrimental to his club., He therefore fell back on the largolies stipulation
that Wcllheim end Sykora and their followers could not be active in the same SFL
chapter, and on this basis requested lornbluth ond Wilson to leave the hall., But
the lotter two requested the decision on the question to be put to the membership
present. Teurasi then ruled that to decide otherwise than he had would involve
changing the chapter charter in the light of Margolies' stipulution in granting
it; and that initiating such & change would be possible (if et ¢1l) only through
request of a member present, And neither Kornbluth nor Wilson, of course, were
Queens SFL members, No member spoke; everyone was willing to lc4  the decision
Taurasi had voiced stand,

Sem i'oskowits stopped Wilson before he left and asked him point - blank
if he favored New Fandom's sponsorship of the convention, It was an especially
pertinent question, since Wilson wus at once a Now Fendom member und a Futurian.
Vhen ke replied in the affirmative loskowitz asked him to print a statcient to
that effsct in his Mews Letter to clarify his stand to outsiders, As a result
the April €, 1632 Science Fiction News Lelter carried the following reuwsrks by
Wilson:

Sam loskowitz has asked us to state publicly thzot.
we fevor Now Fandom's sponsorship of the World Science Fic-
tion Convention this July, if we so thought, in order, pro-
sumably, to banish any doubt in people's minds, Consider it
stated.... New Fandom slso wishes it knowm that the film
"lietropolis," which will be shown at the affair, was obtain-
ed from an American firm...and that not one pfennig will go
to der Veterland for its rentel,... The Marxist Manhattan-
ites, incidentally, are sniggering happily to themselves at
NF's move in this direction since "Metropolis' was made in
Sociulist Gormany by a bunch of red-hot Communists and fairly
00zCs propaganda,

This statomcnt proved of groat significance, for from its tone and from the edi-
torial "we" casual rceaders got the impression that Wilson was speaking for the
Futuriens in gensral rathor then for himself alone., !iany therefore felt the two
rival groups werc working together,

In later yoars tho Futuriens claimed that they had gone out of their
way to be ncutral, hud kept their hands off the convention and allowed New Fandom
the utmost leeway---znd this despite their feeling the group was unqualified to
handle the effair and that they themselves wero unjvstly treated, "xisling evi-
dcnce shows this claim to be utterly false, 'ilson's statement did not check
the constant barrazge of Futurien enti-llow IFandom propagande, which continued un-
ebated up to the very dete of the convention,

In the May, 1939 Science Fiction Fan which wes distributed two months
aftor the appearance of the above-quoted Wilson statement (ample time for its

0
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withdrawal from publication had the author so desired) Donald Wollheim's column
"Fanfarade" launched yet another attack on the convention and its leaders. After
plugging the Futurian Federation of the World Wollheim declared the New Fandom
meeting was merely an “"advertising convention" presented for the benefit of the
professionals alone since there would be no formal business and no motions from
the floor. The Futurians, he said, would hold a meeting of their ovn the day af-
ter this "privately-owned editors' advertising convention." Completely ignoring
the statements clarifying the status of the "Metropolis" film, he rehashed the
issue from the standpoint of the Futurian open letter and quoted Sykora's remarks
again as proof positive that the film print was being rented from Cerman sources.
Then, forgetting that he had just claimed there would be no motions allowed from
the floor at the New Fandom convention, Wollheim contradicted himself by predict-
ing that Sykora would railroad through a motion changing the name of New Fandom
to the International Seientific Association, the older group of which he had once

been president. .
Yet throughout all these attacks New Fandom had hewed closely to their

no-feud policy, confining themselves merely to formal explanations of the facts
behind the "Metropolis" rentaff\Wiggins' letter to Campbell, However, the con-
tinuous barrage was worrying. New Fandom sponsors were, in effect, pioneers.
They were tackling what up to then was the biggest fan job ever attempted, They
needed every bit of help they could get, and felt it reasonable to suppvse that
if some, such as the Futurians, were unwilling to help, they at least would not
go out of their way to harm the affair, But the facts show clearly that New Fan-
dom was subjected to a most trying ordeal, and that the nature of the opposition
was definitely calculated to be damaging, This should be carefully borne inmind
when appraising theo situation soon to follow,

XLI
The First Vorld Science-Fiction Convention

July 2, 1939, first day of the convention, was a fair day with the tem-
perature in the mid-eighties, At 10:00 A.M. the hall, located on the fourth floor
of the building, was opened so that the growing groups of fans in the street be-
low might have a comfortable place to congregate and converse before the progrem
got under way. A refreshment stand selling soft drinks and pie at a nickel per
portion was also opened,

Among the things first impressing e fan arrival were the striking mo-
dernity of the newly decorated hall; the original colored paintings for covers of
fantasy magazines, loaned especially for the occasion, and including a colored
Paul original never before published; and the official souvenir booklet with its
shining gold cover, The latter, it should be noted, had been printed by the old-
time fan Conrad Ruppert. It featured original decorations by Frank R, Paul and
two pages of photographs of such well known professionals as Stanley G, Weinbaum,
lienry Futtner, David H. Keller, Otis A. Kline and others,

From the earliest hours it could easily be seen that the convention had
been successful in bringing distant fans together, There was a California dele-
gation composed of Forrest Ackerman, Morojo and Bradbury,. From Texas had coms
Dale Hart, Julius Rohl, Allen R. Charpentier and Albert S. Johnson, New and old
Chicago fans were represented in Erle Korshak, Mark Reinsberg, William Dillenback
and Jack Darrow. A photograph of Darrow and Ackerman, most famous of the letter
writers to fantasy magazines, was of course taken for posterity., Several Canad-
ian names lent an international flavor to the convention, Others, too, had trav-
elled long distances to attend, There was Jack Williamson from New Mexico: Ross
Rocklynne from Cincinnati; Nelson Bond from Virginie. Among other authors in at-
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tendance were Harl Vincent, Ray Cummings, Manly Wede Well®an, Zdmond Hemilton, L.
Sprague do Cemp, Isaac Asimov, Norman L. Knight, Eando Binder, John Victor FPet-
erson, “roederick C. Painton and Malcolm Jameson, In addition to Frank R, Faul,
ertist Charles Schneeman was in attendance, and the professional fantusy magazine
editors were represented by Campbell, Margolies, Weisinger, Hornigand Farnsworth
Viright of Weird Tales, who unfortunately arrived after the maein sessions had been
concluded, Many of the authors, editors snd artists brought wives and children
with them., Fresent also were such well-known fantasy fans as David V. Reed, L.
A. Bshbach, John D, Clark, David C. Cooke, R. D. Swisher, Milton A. Rothman, Os-
wald Train, Kenneth Sterling, Charles F. Ksanda, Robert A. Young, Scott Feldman,
Julius Schwertz, Vida Jameson, John V. Baltadonis, Walter Sullivan, Gertrude and
Louis Kuslen, David A. Kyle, Robert A. Madle, John Giunta, Julius Unger, Richard
Wilson, Herbert Coudket, Robert G. Thompson, A, Langley Searles, Arthur Widner

and Leon Burg, )
Fifteen special convention publications had been issued for the occas-

jon, In addition to the progrem booklet thero wewe Jack Speer's justly famous Up
To Now, & 20,000-word account of fen history to date, the first serious attempt
along such lines; Louis Muslan's Cosmic Tales Special; Morojo's Stephen the Stfan,
8 booklet contsining facsimile signatures of famous science-fictionists as well
as tlank pages for attcndees to solicit autographs of others present; Metropolis,
contributed by Ackermen; Wilson's Zscape; The Fantasy Collector of Farsacij Mario
Racic's Fantasy in Opera; Van Houten Savs; Le Zombic, published by Bob Tucker;
Sully Roberds® Science Fiction Abbetoir; The Crab Bag by Ted Dikty; Bob Forman-
ek's Fenta-Verso; We Have & Rendezvous, technocratic propeganda issued by Russell
J. Hodgkins; and Daniel McPhail's Stf. and Nonesense, The wide variety of publi-
cations was emple evidence of the interest fandom took in the proceedings.

0f the three New Fandom leaders only one was present a the hall during
the initial morning session, Moskowitz was arranging last-minute details &t his
Newark home, and Sykore was likewise at home, tusily engaged in binding en ough
copies of the July New Fandom for convention distribution, So it happened that
when the main body of the Futurian group---Wollheim, Lowndes, Pohl, Kornbluth and
Gillespie---stepped from the elevator and headed toward the hall Taurasi alone
was on hand to confront them end question their right to enter in view of their
flegrant anti-convention activities,

Now, prior to the convention the New Fandom heads had discussed what
course should be taken if a Futurian delegation did put in an uppe&ronce, They
felt, first of &ll, that in view of the Futurians' slurs they might not come at
£ll. Put if they did, then the triumvirate felt serious consideration should beo
given to excluding them, Taurasi, Sykora and Mogskowitz reached no definite de-
cision, however, other than that the Futurian group was not to enter the holl un-
legse it first satisfied the convention heads as to its good intentions.

S0 in the absence of any consultant Taurasi felt it would be wisest
to refuse entrance to these Futuriens until his confreres arrived. And when kos-
kowitz made his appoarence Taurasi was still arguing with the would-be attendeos,
none of whom had yet gotten more than ten feet from the elevator door, Wollheim
promptly appealed to ifoskowitz, maintaining that he had not carried out eny strong
action against the convention (!), that he had come without propaganda of any sort
to distribute, and thet the intentions of himself end of his group were merely to
mingle with others present and have a good time, lloskowitz then decided to per-
mit the quintet to enter, conditional to his first speaking to Sykora as a matter
of courtesy.

(At this point it might be asked why the much larger Futurian group did
not simply brush past Taurasi ond lloskowitz since, as they later stated, they de-
bated the ethical grounds on which they were being kept out, Aside from the wish
to enter properly, readers should be reminded that both Teurasi and Moskowits
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weighed close to 200 pounds, and next to science-fiction Moskowitz's greatest en~
thusiasm was boxing, )

It wus at this juncture that fate played its peculiar hand, Sykora, it
so happened, wzs not destined to errive until considerably leter, and in the nor-
mal course of ovents lloskowitz and Taurasi would simply have waited a reasonable
time and then permitted the Futurians to enter. But the next group of fans leav-
ing the vlevator included Louis Kuslan, the well-known Connecticut fan, He car-
ried in his hand a little vellow pemphlet titled A Vierning:. "Look what John
Iichel pave me downstairs before," he said as he handed the pamphlet to Foskowitz,*
Micnel, who had joined the other Futurians awaiting entry, said nothing,

The pamphlet was dated July 2, 1939, and its cover also bore the head=
ing "IMPORTANT! Read This Immediately:" It contained four pages of text, and
wvhen Moskowitz opened it he found himself reading the followings

BEWARET OF THE DICTATORSHIP

YOU, who are reading this pamphlet, have come to attend %
Yorld's Science Fiction Convention, You are to be ﬁ?ﬂi
for your attendance end complimented on the type of ii:*’
in which you are interested, But, TODAY BE AWARE CF &1+ VS
MENT TO COZRCT OR BULLY YOU INTO SUBMISSION. Remermber, *hla
is YOUR convention, for YOU; Be on the alert, lest certain
well-organized minorities use you to ratify their carefully
conceived plans,
WHY THIS WARNING?

This warning is being given to you by a groupof sincere sci-
encc fiction fans, The reasons for this werning are numer-
ousy THIY ARZ BASTED UPON ZVENTS OF THZ PAST---particularly
events which took plaece at the Newark Convention of 1937, At
that time the gathering of fans and interested rocaders was
poundecd into olLedience by the controlling clique, The Newark
Convention set up dictatorially, the machinery for the con-
vontion which you are now attending, % NEWARK CONVEINTION
MUST NOT BE PERMITTSED TO REUPEAT. ITSELF! It remains in your
power to see-that this convention today will be an example of

porfect democracy. STARTLING FACTS

" The Queens Science Fiction League was formed by the' Newark
Clique, after that convontion, in order to make the necessary
local organization upon which the dictatorial convention com-
mittee could base itself, o+ o ¢« The editors and thoss de~
pendent on them for a living, the authors, have made it a dutly
to attend Queens S5.,F.L. moctings regularly in order to keep
it going and to koeep the 1939 convention in hand. At tho
clections held last meeting, hold opeonly so as to detect any
possible opposition, the threce dictators were re-elected u=
nanimously in porfect un-democratic harmony,

HIGH HANDED TACTICS

At the same timo thet the Queons S.F.L. vag cstablished, a
largo number of New York City fans formed the Futurian Soci-
ety of New York., Contrary to much propaganda, the Futurian
Society is not confined to communists, michelists, or other
radical elements; it is a democratic club, run in a democratic
way, and reflecting science fiction fan activityeee.s
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A LOADED WEAPON

The World's Science Fiction Convention of 1939 in tho hands

of such heretofore ruthless scoundrels is o loaded weapon in

the hands of such men, This weapon can be aimed at their

critics or can te used to blast all fandom, But YOU, the

readers of this short article, are the ammunition, It is for

YOU to decide whether vou shall bow before unfair tactics and

and endorse the carefully arranged plens of the Convention

Committoe. Powars of any crafty speeches or sly appeals, BE

ON YOUR GUARD,

The booklet ended after o few more paragraphs of a similar nature, and was signed
“"The Acsociztion for Democracy in Science Fiction Fandom."

Actually the pumphlet hsd been composed end printed by Futurian Devid
Kyle on the presses of his brothor's ionticello, N.Y. newspaper, But thisy of
course, was not knovm to loskowitz until considerably later, At the time, the
charge that New Fandom was e puppet in the hands of the professicnals, the kind
words for the Futurian Society, the cry of dictatorship---thess 27ncared but a
repetition of the clichés that had been hurled against convertion catiers for the
past year, And it scemecd to Lioskowitz, as it probably would have TO 8ny reason-
gble men in his place. that the Futurians had come prepared to agitate against
end possibly disrupt thke procecodings,

Moskowitz turned to Vollheim and said, "T thought you just stated that
you would do nothing to hurt the convention," Wollheim shrugged his shoulders
end oyed the pamphlet, "I didrn’t print them," "But his group wes pussing thom
out," Louis Kuslan quickly added,

Now thoroughly worried by the turn of events, Moskowitz went dovmstairs
to sec if Sykora had errived as yet. Failing to find him, he returned barcly in
time to intercept the building ettendant, Meurice J. Meisler, who infoimed him
that he was wanted by policemen weiting on the street lovel, It appcared that
Taurasi, before ifoskowitz's errival, had anticipated difficulty in restraeining
the Futurians and had called upon official asgistance, Mogkowitz oxplaincd the
situation to the officers, saying he bolicved he could handle it, but asking tho
policc to stop back in an hour or so to check, which thcy agreod to do,

As he concluded this conversation, his eye was caught by bright colors
beneath @ near-by radiator, Investigation showed thet here weru coched scverual
hundrcd copics of booklets printed by the Futurian Society of Now York, In the
press of circumstances, with no opportunity to read them carefully, Moskowitz ss-
sumed from their origin, suthorship and surreptitous concealment that they wvers
further anti-convention propaganda,

(Later exemination showed the booklets to be recruiting fodder for tho
cause of Iliichelism, their common denominator being more pro-Merx than anti-Neuw
Fandom. There were five different titles, as follows: An Amazing Story by Rob-
ert Lovmdes, a bitter, five-paged condemnation of editor Raymond Palmer becuuse
he publighed anti-Russien znd anti-communist stories; Dead End 1938, also written
ty Loimdes, which discussed whcther the dreamg expressed in fantastic fiction
could ever te broken by oconomic, social or psychological disaster from a Harxist
viewpoini; John Michel's Foundotion of the CPASF (a reprint from the fpril, 1938
Science Fiction Advanco); a reprint from New liagses of Upton Sinclair's article,
Science siction Turns to Life, which is a rcview of two social satires, Show and
oide Show by Joshuuw Rosctt and 3. C. Large's Sugar in the Air; and The Purposc
of Science Fiction, in which British fan Douglas V. F. Mayer oxpressed the opin-
ion that scicnce-fiction broadencd a fon's horizon, end even if it did not lead
him to take up & scientific career, if it could but influence him to follow po-
litical movements promoting social reform (such as, of course, the Futurians’) it
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would be accomplishing its purposc.) > |

Tt seemed to lfoskowitz st this juncture that the Futurians 1nﬁended to
delure the convention with unfevorcble material, At the same time he ¢till hoped,
for the sake of harmony, that this difficulty could be resolved smogtfly. Wnen
he returned upstairs, therefore, Le approached Wollheim ard ask?d: .I; we let you
in will you promise on your word of honor that you will do nothln; in sany way to
disturb tho progress of the convention?" "If we do onything to disturb the con=
vention vou can kick us out," Wollheim replied, "¥e don’t want to kick you out,
caid I'oskowitz, "We simply want your honored promise not to harm the conventicn,"
But this promise Wollheim adamantly refused to give, Later he clainmed he could
make no such promiss becuusce Moskowitz intended it to be binding on his friends
as woll as himself, This sllegation is untrue, for Moskowitz then svoko to sach
Futurian momber, offering to admit eny one who would guarantee his own conduct by
so promising. On this basis scveral werc admittod, Richard Wilson, Jack Rubin-
son, Leslie Ferri, Isaac Asimov end David Kyle among them, But the core of the
group---Yollheim, Lowndes, Pohl, Fornbluth and Gillespie---~chose to remain with-
out. And when Sykora arrived somewhat later he thoroughly concurred with the ac-
tion that *oskowitz und Taurasi hed taken, declaring that it wouid be the height
of folly to admit any fan who would refuse to promise not to cauz: tiouvle.

Tt is possible that the Futurians refused admittance wculd nzve behaved
in orderly fashion in the hell and, eside from voicing indignation at their re-
ception, would have entered into the spirit of the gsthering, It is conceivable
also that the refusal of Vollhcim and others to promise good benavior czn be laid
to personal pride, But to New Fendom leaders, in the light of past experiences,
refusal tc promise nol to cause trouble mount one thing: that this was precisely
what the Futurians were going to cause. Sykora, Taurasi and iloskowitz remember-
ed thc oxpulsion of Sykora from the Greater llew York SFL; the refusal <o admit
to membership Osheroff and loskowitz to thie same orgenization; the subterfuge em-
ployved in soliciting signaturos to & petiiion of reprimand regaerding the opera-
tion of thec 193¢ Newark convention, as well us the Communist propaganda distrib-
vted at that convention; the steady bombardment of ebuse that preparctions for
the 1932 gathering had elicited; and they remembered, too, that all these things
had heen engineered by Futurians or friends of Futuriens. At the convention hall
they found the Futurians disiributing plainly disruptive literature in advance of
the meeting, and apparently armed with a rescrve stock of similar material, Fac-
ed with theose facts, and with o group of fans refusing a simple promise not to
cause troublc, what conclusion werc they to come to?

In rctrospoect, we can soe thoir dilemma more clearly. Looking at the
circumstances in the most pzssimistic light, we can ssc that the Futurizns had
cverything to gain and little to lose, If allowed to enter, they could have dis=-
rupted procecdings, and thus proved their prior claim that New Fandom wis incom-
pctent to run & succcssful convention; if not allowed to enter, theoy could point
to anothner prior claim of New Tandom's being essentially dictatorial a.s proved,
Irdocd, Futurian strategy may have becn devised with these poseibilitios foremost
in mind, Vhether it was or not, Futurians stood to gain public sympathy as a ro-
sult of the convention if they pleyed their cards properly no matter what stand
Now Fandom took.

It ig of course impossible to say, even now, if New Fandom's decision
was the wisest that could be made. It can still be ergued pro and con. At least
we can see how it came to be made, and should understand thet lMoskowitz, Taurasi
and Sykora felt theriselves to be acting for the good of the greatest number pre-
sent, and therefore to be adopting the morally right course, It was a course
that violated the principles of accepted convention harmony inevitably, however,

and as we shall later see one which brought both condemnation and personal dif=-
ficulties to the formulators,
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At loter times the excluded Futurians made several attenpts to enter
the kall, usually in pairs, but were stopped by Tauresi or the attendant Meicler,
who had ordcrs not to permit them entrance, Inside the hall, mcanvhile, Futuri-
gns rnd thoir friends who had been udmiited circulated about and did their best
to rilly support for those outside, The lodies present, particularly lorojo and
Frapccs Buisher, attempted every method of remson with the triumvirate, thougn
to no effcct, Leslie Perri persuaded Jack Williamson to approuch iloskowitz on
the mcttor, and others present subjectod Taurasi end Sykora to similoar pressurc.

David I¥lo .tsoed wbout the room, distributing circulars announcing thet the Fu-
turitns would Lold a conferonce of their own the day after the convention. De-
bate cu the uction of Neu Fandom lesders grew in tempo until by two o'clock, when
the cenvention wes scheduled to be culled to order, the task seemed an impossible
one, Tae entire attendance wis milling zbout and diccussion was rife. Vould the
convention Lrezk up before it naed even begun?

st tnis point Meurice leisler; the attendant, nudged Moskowitz, who had
pauseé irresolute. "Call the convention to order," Le said, "Thoy'll have to
come ts o decisien on whether they stay or go. But if you let thirngs go any
furtler as they arc you won't have a convention at all." Hosk~vie? looxed dubi-
ous, "Go shead," urgcé ifeisler. "I've saen this sort of thing happen bpefore,
Call it to order end your troubles are over,"

loskowitz mccended the pletform and walked to the podium, There, dis-
daining the micropheore., he beilowed: "In the name of New Fandom I call this, the
first world science-fiction convention; to orderi"

(to be continued)
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| ol THE D
BEs@ED LTEY HOS He MADMAN
by by
Gonevieve K. Stephens Thomas H,. Carter

He fdi teadlong on the lurching steps, See novwis Therec they go
With hurigry fingers clawed the door on busy useless nmissions,
That evung ejur. "Crawl in, my friend, and only I do know
~nd sharo iy poor abode," that they are mad. Laughter
Zende plicd him upward., Muttered he, strained through tight teeth
"Is fod's word broxcen, then? is their world, and after
T & the Vandering Jew, brief youth crceps swift age,
Who srat upon the Christ," I heve my bright and barren room
"Inov then, who lifts thee up, which pity has brought me;
TG i R P TR P let them murch to ceascless doom!
Bsholl tiLoy host!" I wandered past the tricky edge

of madness, they said. But I seeo
where they go, and prefer to listen
tomind's brittle vaice whisperingtome!

‘mew000~—=

APOLOGIZS oare due subscribers for the latoness of this issue, which has necesgsi-
tated cowbining two issues into this single Summer-Fall, 1949 number., Apologies
8lso for the crowding out of the Bleiler Checklist review., This goes in #24,
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SOME RADIO FANTASY

James Harmon

Yhien you think of fantasy on the air-waves, you think immediately of
"Lights Out." £And when you think of "Lights Out," you probably think of the most
famous fantasy ever broadcast. It concerned two gentlemen named Well(e)s, and
the combination proved more far-reaching than either of them ever suspected. The
troublec was, of course, that most listeners to Orson Velles' adaptation of The
War of the Worlds thought they were hearing news reports of an actuel Martien in-
vasion. When you recall how many people rushed excitedly out into the crisp No-
vember night rcady to defend their homes aginst bug-eyed monsters from another
planet, :% isn't so hard to understand why sharpers are still selling the Brook-
lyn Bridze, or why the Shaver mystery reached the heights it did.

"Zights Out" has survived several writers. Uhen Orson Welles left it
for greener pastures, Arch Oboler took over. After Cboler came Villis Cooper., Of
the threo, it is my opinion that Oboler was by far the best; Wiilis Cooper comes
second, end I found Welles & poor third, Currently the progrem jis off the air,
but it still seems popular cnough to be used in sections of the country as a sum-
mer ropleacement, so I doubt if we have heard the last of it,

One of the most popular stories it ran was "The Chicken Heart," (To my
first-hand knowledge it has beon broadcast three times. ) Here a scientist suc-
ceeds in keeping a chicken's heart alive in a glass vessel, One day when on ex-
hibit a careless spectator knocks its case on the floor, breaking the vessel and
spilling certain chemicals on it. These latter cause the heart to growat an ac-
celerated rete., The heart fills the room, then the city, and finally (you guess-
ed it!) the world itself, The scientist and a friend escape in an eirplane, but
evontually fall into the pulsating heart as the plane runs out of gas,

"Lights Out," of course, is only one of many radio programs featuring
fantaosy. These go back to the late 'twenties, at least, when "Chandu the lagic-
ian" and Alonzo Dean Cole's "Witch's Tale" were popular, These were before nm y
time, T hosten to add, so I cannot describe them. Less well known wes "Dracula,"
whicli ran in the early ‘'thirties, This was a sories of eight progrums dramatiz-
ing Prem Stoker's famous novel--~which, luckily, fell into eight neat instalments
very cloanly, The title-role was played by Brett ilorrison, who muca later play-
ed "the Shadov,"

"'he Shadow" began as a series of weird stories, but eventually degen-
eratcd into just another crime show, This also happened to "Inner Sanctum," by
tho wey. One supposes there was good reason for the change, but on the former
program ot least the occasional fantasies produced seemed to be more popular,

There ere scveral trenscribed programs which are broadcast on different
gchedulcs in diffcorent sections of the country that are fantasy, too. One, al-
most « Gircct copy of "The Shadow," is called "The Destroyer," The Destroyer's
peens »f otiaining invisibilty is a tube of special gas he carries (the Shadow,
it will be remcmbered, used hypnotism). "The Haunting Hour," "The Witching Hour'
and "!urder ot iddnight" (original titles, eh?) are poor mysteries half the time
and poorcr fantasies the other half, One of the better transcribed shows, to my
mind, is "Tho Hermit of kurmer's Cave'; it has proscnted some very fine stories,
and if the Hormit's hounds can be heard btaying in your locality by all means tune
in occasionally.

0f the semi-fantasy shows (usually alternating between fantasy and

crime stories) aro "The Mysterious Traveller" and "Suspense," which may be heard
"live" over two different nationwide networks. By stretching definitions a bit
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such procrems s the Lux and Ford radio theaters, "Screen Guild Plavers," "Hall=-
merk Plavhouse" and the like, all of which troadcast occasional adeptations of
fantusy 120Vics, pleys end books might even be included in this class,

Onc of the most ontcrtaining of these somi-fantasy shows is "I Love a
Mystcry," COriginally it was cast as a five-a-week continued serial, then changed
to o weskly program, and finelly restored to the original formula, Mot only wcre
weird nmvsteorios presented regularly, but also such really fine fantasiesos "The
Decepitation of Jeffcrson ifonk" (later made into a movie under another title),"My
Belovzd is & Werewolf," "Temple of the Vampires," and so on. This same program
wes once uscd &s a summor replacoment under the title "I Love an Adventure."

Another long~standing progrem of interost is'Bscape," which 1is still
running on CBS. This is alwavs loaded with funtasy; indecd, I remembor onc sec-
son whose last three months were given over entirely to science-fiction, Two-
tnirds of these shows (by actusl count) were based on stories by H.G.Wells, with
Rider Hagpard and other well-known authors represented as well, I remember two
of ttom in particular. One wos based on F, Scott Fitzgerald's "Diamond as Big
&s the Ritz." It concerned e hyper-rich family that lived on a hidden mountuin
whick was really one huge diamond., The family had made billiors for generations
merely by chipping off pieces of the diemord and selling them. The estate had
been gradually built into a veritacble paradise, 211 carefully hidden and guarded.
But when & voung man who has been kidnapped to entertein & young lady there fulls
in love with her, and the two escape, all is discovered., Seeing cll is lost when
Army bombers appear on the horizon, the family blovs the mountain off the face of
the earth with an stomic bomb, The other story told of & young poet who got the
bright idez of living in a department store, He would simply hide by dey and get
evervining ke needed at night. RBut he found that the store had a colony of people
livins there secretly, and they of course would not let him escape to tell others
of their existence. He fell in love with one of the girls there (who in turn was
in lovs itk e night-watchman), and the three plot escape. They are discovered
by tlic colony und turned over to the Dark Ones---psople who live at night in fu-
nera] nomes---who turn the trio into store-window dummies, Quite a funtastic
story, wscll prescnied,

Zeird Tales once zodfathered Robert Bloch's "Stey Tuned for Terror,” a
progrem nov defunct, Apparently the show wasn't particularly successful, for nc
other rrofcessiorzl fantasy magezine ever followed this lead, At this point I
might 2iso wmertion Nelson Omstead's drrmatic readings; these are quite good, and
feature ccccsionel funtasy,

Therc Lus always becen much fantasy in children's programs, some of it
guite good, some equally bad, The most popular science-fiction theme is that of
Superman, wno is & sart of fairy-tale Buck Rogers, Buck Rogers, of course, wus
onc of tuc caurliest of tnese progrems, though now off the air, There is also
"Handfa§u tre ifagicizn," who crcates illusions by hypnotism, Sven the Tom Mix
show de.vcs into occasional fentusy, usually in tho form of weird mystories that
do not always nave mundanc oxplanations. There are other occasional fly-by-night
affeirs; too, that ncver last very long or attract much intcrest.,

i‘here is one juvenile program that I think deserves particular praise,
I? is?Advonturo Parade," a five-z-week scrial that drsmatizes famous classics in
five installments. All kinds of clessics are prescnted, of course, but GVery
month or so & scicence-fiction tele by VWells, Verno or Haggard is givon.

At prescnt only ABC's "Quiet Plcaso" is devoted exclusively to fantasy,
Many of its storics are written by Willis Cooper, whom I hove already mentionea.
"Quict P}oaso," I think, is somewhat bectter than "Lights Out," chiefly because it
on occasion utilizes fantasy humor successfully,

Only ono all-fantasy show isn't much---but let's be glad we have it
hopc for a bottor radio futuro! g ave It and
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TIPS ON TALES

by
Charles Peter Brady

Richard Marsh's Seen and the Unseen (1900): Today one's reading choice in ian-
tesy seems to Le butwsen bad idens well written and good ideas badly written.
Avid propaganda from a dozen or so small publishing houses has swung fan favor
toward the latter; go just for wariety's sake, let's look st & representetive of
the former, The Seen and the Unsesn is @ collection of an even dozan short sto-
ries, aboul half of which can clzim connection with the supernatural., Cne would
be tempted to label this the "unceen" half of the book if the ghosts weren't very
much in evicence indeod. They openly saw away on fiddles ("The Violin"), commit
murder (The Houseboat"), and are even solid enough to topple healthy footbz211l
plavers »y bincking and tacklirg ("The Fifteenth Man")! 1In fact, that's just the
trouble with rost of Mr., March's spooks---they're too darned solid. Wnen one mo-
dern ghnst story writer said that the most effective spectres were tnose which
did not contrecdict nature but rather joined hands with it, I doubt iFf he visual-
ized this type, which likes to knock people face down into muddy gutters. After
reading about them you uneasily wish they'd content themselves with eifetely clank-
ing their cheins inasteacd of being so rowdy. In 2ll justice, hcwever, I must ad-
mit there ie one coy ghost in the book (“The Photographs")-.--it takes a camera to
cutch her., Put she makes up for lack of action by extremely voluble taliking---
whichk mav or may not prove that cven in the Crest Beyond women alwavs get in the
lest word. Onc story, "A Peck of Cerds,” starts out in the sugernatursal vein,but
fritters out as an elaborete hoax in the end. Quite unconvincing. The hest item
in the collection, "The Tipster," isn't a ghost story at all, by the way, btbut
rather 2 nice bit of pure fantesy about a chap who could see into the futurs....
A1l the prose in The Scen and the Unseen is well constructed, as would be expect-
by readors of The Bezetle, Marsh's most famous story. It is enterteining, too,
end you only reelize at the finish of the book that the whole thing rceally wasn't
quite worth the time you spent on it,

A. Conen Doyle's Doings of Reffles Haw (1891): I found this sarly Doyle novel
botli rewarding and disappointing, It wes disappointing because it was too short,
and rewarding beceuse what there was of it wes pretty good. The centrel charac-
ter manages to transmute lead into gold by a method that may have seemed plausi-
ble fifty veors ago, but which sounds a bit silly nowadays. One can overloo!:
theot, however, for Doyle is less concerned with the procoes itself than with the
effect enormous woalth has on the people who know about it, If enough length had
been taken for developing that thems, so that the alchemy would fade further in-
to the hackground, this might hove become e minor classic. Bven cos it is, The
Doings of Reffles Haw is a very effective portrayal of conventional high tragsdy,
Despite all offorts to divert it into worthky, charitable channels, the boundless
wiealth of Reffles liew proves always & source of corrupting evil, snd in the end
drives the inventor to destroy records of his procass end commit suicide, Over-
all, the work is more rewarding then diszppointing, And since interest increas-
es as the book moves forwerd, the rezder is left with a pleasant impression, I
recommend that you reed the book if it ever comes vour way,

Murray Leinster's Last Spaceship (1949): I don't think this novel hes appeared
in magazine form before took publication, snd I can't understand why, for it cer-
tainly fits current editorial policies perfectly. It omits not one single pos-
sible trite plot-~element, conversational banality or known fantasy cliché. ‘In
fact, the whole thing is written with such pathetically dead-pan seriousness that
it is a beautiful perody of a science-fiction novel., Recommended for laughs,
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Keller, David Henry

The Homunculus

Philadclphia: Prime Press, 1949, 160pp. 20 cm. $3.00.

Review: The recent reawakening of interest in the works of this author has re-
sulted in tre book publicetion of many of his older stories, and there remain
still more scheduled for future appesrance. It is not hard to understand Keller's
populerity, for s perusal of his productions reveals a writer of high capability
and elmost emezing versatility. Yis stories range from the lyrically beautiful
Sign of the Purning Hart tc the wry, nearly savage bitterness of "A Piece of Li-
noleum." Bciwssi these extremes are found stories of high adventure, such as the
plainly-w-itis: but fescinating Solitery Hunters, and some truly fine short sto-
ries, sucii ¢-» "The Fece in the lirror," a subtle and original variation of the
William Wils.n thems.

It is not to be inferred, however, that Keller is without fault. At
his best, he has turned out teles which have the inevitable perfection of a fine
jewel, Unfortunately, much of his output shows that he is not the best judge of
the quality of his stories. These at times are but expanded anscdoics, inadequate
in either deteil, strusiure or characterization. The story, in other words, has
been conceived in an sttempt to bring off an ending, and the result is not always
successful. On the othei hand, Keller has the essential gift of a born story-
teller---reedebility. At his lest or worst he is always interesting, V/hat one
regrets, therefore, is that he docs not always maintein the high level of which
he is so plainly capable,

Of particular interest is The Homunculus, thc latest volume to hear the
Keller by-line. Dated 1947, it is one of his most recent compositions. It is a
little hard to review. Keller hes never beon an author to confine himself to fa-
miliarity of either style or concept, and this entertaining novel is one of mark-
ed originality. Embodied in it are some of the author's sharpest characteriza-
tion and smoothest writing. The result can be recommended to almost anvbody,

Briefly, The Homunculus concerns the attempt of an elderly doctor to
grow a bezby in & bottle, &s prescrited in the formul:s set down bv Paracelsus for
creating synthetic life, The doctor is m retired army colonel named Horatio Bum-
ble, a2 thoroughly unorthodox but warmly human indivicduel who lives with his
charming wife, Helen, in their home in a smell Pennsylvania town. The first ink-
ling Helen has of anything extreordinary occurs when the colonel informs her hc
desires to tuild 2 hole., From then until the surprise ending events move swiftly.

~lthough one is not conscious of it while reading, The Homunculus pogs-
scsscs 8 plot of rare complicetion. At almost the same time that he conceived
the plen of his experiment, two singular individuals appear in order to aid Col-
onel Bumble. They are Sarah, the too-perfect servent, and her brother Pete, a
wonder--werker of the first order., Possessing a most remarkable background, these
two provideell that is reguisite for the success of the "bottle baby."

“he Homunculus offers a clear illustration of Keller's usual technique
-=~t0 creatc a situation, and then see how it will affect mankind. In this no-
vel, kowever, emphasis is more on the reaction of humanity to the mass production
of babies, i‘arrated in a bland and straight-faced style, the saga of Bumble be-
comes a hilarious satire on the eccentricity and stupidity of mankind, In the
past, Keller has attempted satire only to have his compassion undermine it; here
is a most felicitous blend of satire and sentiment.

Once the news of his experiment boecomes generally known, the Colonel
and his companions are subjected to various unpleasant but funny consequences,
including the arrest of Bumble on an old city ordinance which forbids the burying
of garbage., From the jail he is kidnapped by @ gangster called Mr. Caruso, whose
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deep love for his mother has made him resent Bumble's experiment., It is Caruso's
desire to have an operation performed which would leave the colonel mindless. VWhen
at last Bumble is rescued, and the news broadcast to the nation, the public re-
fuses to believe that Caruso meant to have only the colonel's brain---it insists
that it was another part of Bumble's anatomy entirely that was to have been re-

ol One of Keller's most effective broadsides here is aimed at the press of

the nation, as represented by Amy Worth, a vindictive sob-sister; Spence, an im-
aginative feature-writer who conceives the Rubber Woman; and Billie Bell, a sym-
pathetic if gushy columnist. Like his other satire, these parodies hit straight
home because they are only slightly exaggerated, For however much one may enjoy
Keller's humor, in the final analysis one is left with the conviction that he is
a man who knows life znd who knows people., Beaneath the surface laughter of The
Homunculus there is a bed-rock of truth and honesty. I do not think he harbors

maeny illusions. :
The Homunculus is a good example of FKeller's deft blending of reality

and fantasy. The matter-of-fect innocence of the style prevents questioning as
to credibility, although the fantasy element is strong. Numbered among Bumble's
friends are such stand-outs as esgeless and lovely Lilith, who is all <things to
211 men; and Pete, who might have had an altogether different rols in the scheme
of things---if he had won a certain election long ago. The plot also includes an
interesting if tangential hypothesis on the creation.

It cannot be denied thast there are faults in the book. Keller is an
uneven writer, and there are evidences of unsvenness here. On the other hand,his
skill zs a story~teller easily pulls him through such lapses and keeps the read=-
er engrossed, In the final judgement, Keller's outstanding characteristics re-
main his humanity, his honesty, his understanding, and---zbove all---his narra-
tive ability. :
I"don't know if The Homunculus is en important contribution to the genre
or not. Certeinly it is thoroughly worthwhile and entertaining, rich in over-
tones and implicetion, by an author of first importance.

~---Thomas H. Carter,

c==000=~~

This-‘'n'-That---continued from page 69

¥Kline, Otis A,: The Port of Peril (Grane Mead, Shepherd: The Magnificent MacInnes

don, $3). Adventure on Venus, from (Farrar, $2%). Borderline, amusing.
the old Weird Teles serial, Merritt, A.: The Fox Woman (Avon, $i).4
Laski, Marghanita: Toasted English fine collection of Merritt's short sto-
(Houghton-Mifflin, $2%). A hilarious ries. A groat bargain at this price.
satire on the Edwardian dream. -—-: The Ship of Ishtar (Bordon, $31).
Leinster, Murray: The Last Space Ship Finlay-illustrated reprint.’ Recommended.
(Fell, $2%). Reviewed on page 85, Myers, John M.: Silverlock (Dutton, $3).
Long, Frank B,: John Carstairs: Space An excursion through letters, whereina
Detective (Fell, $21). Acceptable. shipwrecked man meets famous characters
Mackenzie, Compton: Hunting the Fairjes of literature. Very well done,
(Chatto & Windus, 10/6). Two Ameri- Orwell, George, pseud (Eric Blair): Nine-
cans emong "little people" of Scotland, teen Eighty-Four (Secker & Warburg,104;
McCall, Marie: The Evening Wolves (Day, Harcourt, $3). The super stzte of the
$3). New lingland witch-craze days. future, described with realism and im-
Margulies, Leo & Friend, Oscar J,, eds: mediacy. It is too weil written to be
From Off This World (Merlin, $2,95). A called mere satire. A must for a seri-
collection of 18 "Hall of Fame"” clas- ous reader; too unpleasntly good for a
sics from TWS, Goodj recommended. casual fan to miss. Get it.

(concluded on page 92)
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THUMBING THE MUNSEY FILES

with William H. ZEvans

(continuing the summaries of fantasy stories from Allstory magazine in 1910.)
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"},000 Times Lighter than Air" by Edger Franklin (20pp): Stir love, an
airship powered by a new light gas, & rustic inventor and some typical
Frenklin humor, and this is the result. It isn't too bad, either,

"The lonkey-lan" by Wm, Tillinghast Eldridge (4 parts: 14,15,14,11pp): A
voyage to the South Seas to capture a monkey-man reported there develops
into shipwreck and mutiny. Said m.-m, is finally found. So-so.

"The Cave of the Glittering Lemps" by Ludwig Lewisohn (4 parts: 11,12,5,
6pp): A Persian cave-city inhabited by encient priests is discovered
by & party of American adventurers. Of medium quality.

“The Power King" by Francis Perry Elliott (5 parts: 16,11,13,15,10pp): A
radioactive atom-destroying gun is the object of the usuael chase and in-
trigue a la Oppenheim,

"The Silent Sounds" by Epes Winthrop Sargeant (30pp): 1In Central African
ruins---apparently of Atlantfan origin---is discovered a machine acting
like & disintegrator through projecting supersonic weves, Several na-
tions hear of it, of course, and the resulting intrigue ends when the
Iastern Asia battle fleet is defeated by one small ship and the machine
itself, Rather good,

"The Sky Police" by John A, Hofferman (6pp): Sky piracy in 1950 causes a
grave international incident; devious methods prevent a war, however,

"A Place of lonsters" by Thos, P, Byron {9pp)t A weird tale of adventur-
ers falling afoul of monsters, layas and a "feathered serpent” while
pearling in a Central American lake, Good atmosphere.

"The Stimulator” by Randolph Haynes (7pp): A device to direct the mental
force of the wearer so that anyone about him will be friendly. Finally
the wearer falls in love---and the machine blows up,

“The Forest Reaper" by Wm., Tillinghaat Eldridge (6 parts: 7,7,13,13,12,12
pp): A madman in the South American interior decides to avenge the death
of his brother, who was murdered by natives, by killing them, Finally
_he falls into his own trap, This is told in diary form; well written,

"Pelliwink" by Thos. R. Ybarrae (5 parts: 20,11,12,12,14pp): The American
Dumnovix Smathers goes to Spain in search of Arabian lore, Ie uncovers
a spell for summoning a djinn, who tricks him several times. Things get
all tangled up, but finally work out in his favor, Pleasant, interesting.

“A Prchistoric Lullaby" by Daniel Henry torris {3pp)t A love triangls
among the cave people.

"Tho Liberation of the Lost" by Elford Eddy (5pp): An unusual tale about
a professor who is blown to Hell---ljterally---by a new explosive he has
accidentally concocted. There he is condemned to repeat his search for
the lost formula until eternity, But he succeeds in repeating the for-
mer conditions, blows all Hell to pieces, and liberates the lost souls,
who thenceforward must drift in the void for eternity,

"The Future Powder" by Jos. H. Ranson (3pp): A powder that enables a fi-
nancier to get "foresight" and make a stock market killing, Skip it.

"The Vatcher” by Kelsey Percival Kitchel (8pp): Projection of his face to

sight of a rivel in love first drives him away, andthen, when he is dy-
ing, brings him back, So-so.
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Dec., '"When I Was Dead” by Howard Renwick Cannon (7pp): A man "dies" during an
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operation, is buried, dug up for medical use, and finally revived.

"Under the Moons of Mars" by Norman Pesn, pseud (Zdgar Rice Burroughs (6~
pert serial: 13,2,15,17,16pp): The author's first story, published in
book form later as A Princess of lfars.

"lanikins of Malice" by Chas. Stephens (34pp): Two men, unknovm to each
other, are operated upon while in an army hospital, “hen released it
turns out that their brains have becn interchanged. tost of the story
deals with their efforts to reestablish themselves in the communities
where they are knoen---but themselves know no one. A rather early ex-
ample of the theme, and better developcd and handled than nost.

"Unsight---lInseen" by VWm, Tillinghast Eldridge (3 parts: 14,14,11pp): In-
visibility is used for investigation of trickery and for pranks, So-so.

“In Man's Image" by Richard Duffv (32pp): A scientist and hs step-daugh-
ter, vith a trained chimpanzee that is almost humen, are isolated o an
island in the St. Lawrence. Smuggler appear, and the usuzl scrapes and
adventures ensue., Thc ape plays a part, though an unimportant one,

"The Seventh Prelude” by Lillian Bennet-Thompson (8pp): 4 ghost hoax.

"The Vap" by Epes Winthrop Sargeant and Charles Jenkins (37pp): Popp, the
"Vap," invents an anti-gravity airship and an earthquake machine, and
as a2 result promptly gets mixed up in high finance, love, the foiling of
foreign powers intent on stealing his inventions, and a war. In the end
he wins out against all odds, Just medium,

"The Luck Juice" by Jos. E. Ransom (4pp): A drug that enables a person to
"hunch" what horse will win in e race, etc,, and thus increase his luck.
An unusual idea, adequetely handled.

"The ifagical Beth-Tub" by J. Zarl Clausen (3 parts: 20,20,22pp): A gold
wishing ring, once property of a lost Aztec city, is acciderntally built
into a special gold bathtub, and strange things commence to happen. Zf-
forts of the Aztecs to recover the ring complicate matters, Thers is
some humor present, though it is rather dated.

"Tarzan of the Apes" by Edgar Rice Purroughs (132ppj): The first of this

famous series, fither you like them, or you don't; I happen to.

“On the Zodiac Turnpike" by Zlla P. Argo (Spp): A strange little fantasy
about a madman's delusion, Off-trail and interesting.

"Stardust” by Stephen Chelmers (2 parts: 26,25pp): A ray from a new ele-
ment discloses the spirit world. This brings up the question (among
cthers) of whether a spirit can give evidence in court. The story is
quite interesting despite its cops-and-robberish tinge,

"The Selfrespectometer'" by T. Bell (4pp): A device to measure one's self
respect turns out to be a hoex. Skip this one.

"The Tods of Mars" by Edgar Rice Rurroughs (5 parts: 21,32,24,31,20pp):
The second of the John Carter stories, in which he returns to Mars,
lands in the Barsoomian sanctuary of saunctuaries, overturns the organ-
ized religion of the planet, and so on. Good Burroughs, and one of the
best of the Martian novels.

"Tho Second Man" by Lee Robinet (100pp): see Fantasvy Commentator 517,

"The Cardinal's Silk Stockings" by liorris G. Gowen (7pp): A pair of a car-
dinal's stockings are worn---unknown to him---by a ballet dancer; after=-
wards, the cardinal wants to dance when wearing them. Humorous.

"The Pride's House" by Eliot Dane (6pp): Tender fantasy of haunting.

"The Brain Blight" by Jack Harrower (12%9pp): A story involving three dif-
ferent drugs: a brain blight, that makes a person mad; a will-destroyer,
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to make people eobey; and the whirling death, which causes m ysterious
crimes. This is really a detective story with fantasy overtones.

"Siren's Isle” by J. Earl Clausen (2 parts: 12,20pp)t An island in the
Aegean Sea with groves and marble temples is inhabited by a woman who
claims to be a siren, and to have the horn of plenty. A pleasant fan-
tasy with de Campish touches,

“"The Black Comet" by J. Earl Clausen (110pp): A dark star approaches the
earth, causing penic, with some people trying to devise ways of saving
themselves, Finally, the star misses and goes on its way. This story
ig hetter then many another we have read on the same theme,

“The Mastodon-Milk-Man" by C. MecLean Savage (3 parts: 22,20,38pp): Arc-
tic Waters, while exploring inland Labrador, finds frozen mastodon milk
which he drinks, He is made unusually strong. Coming backto civilize-
tion he has the usual expected adventures, Average.

"Spawn of Infinitude" by Edward S. Pilsworth (10pp): A meteor hits eartt,
bringing a strange plant, which turns out to be a very bad thing. It is
ultimately destroyed, An early example of the theme, but not well donea

"The Cave Girl" by Zdgar Rice Burroughs (3 parts: 19,16,18pp): This time
Burroughs goes prehistoric, mixing his animals as only he can do to get
copious gore., Yet it toto it is a good adventure novel.

"The Copper Princess" by P, P. Sheehan (87pp): The mummy of Ita, an Inca
princess, comes to life in modern society. Sheehan usually has an in-
teresting story to tell, and this is one of his better ones.

“His Day Back" by Jack Brant (6pp): A ghost story---with no horror.

“To Slay et Will" by J. Klinck (llpp): An unusual tale of a mysterious
device---never explained---which kills inscets at a distance,

"The Man without a Soul" by Edgar Rice Burroughs" (90pp): The original
publication of The Monster Men,

"The House of Sorcery" by Jack Harrower (4 parts: 26,29,17,25pp): A good
mystery complicated by brain-transfers,

"The Warlord of Mars" by Edgar Rice Burroughs (4 parts: 24,23,14,28pp):
The third---and last---of the John Carter novels, The saga ends by mak
ing him master of the entire plenet and restoring him to his femily., My
own favorite of the Marfian tales,

"The 'V' Force" by Fred C. Smale (8pp): An odd account of a bar of metal
---received from a Tibetian priest---which attracts living things and
sucks out their life force.

"Under the Andes" by Rex T. Stout (139pp): A hidden Inca civilization is
discovered by Americen explorers, with the usual denouement,
"The Devil and Dr. Foster" by J. Zerl Clausen (4 parts: 15,28,1%2,17pp):
Devilish doings in = small town., Vell above average.
"The Voman of the Pyramid" by P. P. Sheehan (93pp): A weird tale of mys-
tic time-travelling to ancient Egypt and of reincarnation, Vell worth

reaeding.
€+ (with the March 7, 1914 issue, the first
of volume 29, All-Story becams a weekly, )

7 "“"The Eternsl Lover" by Zdgar Rice Burroughs (39pp): reincarnation, sus-
pended animetion and time-travel all mixed up in a typical ERB thrill-
er. A cave men is projected into the present by an earthquake, finds
his mate of an earlier day reincarnated, Tarzan also appears.

“"Purguit" by Frank Gould Comstock (8pp): Air cops and robbers in 1924,

28 "Cloud Climbers” by Julian Henckly (29pp): Spies abound in this air war
of the future., Average. E

14 "Power Unconquerable" by Daniel Henry Morris (5pp)s Controlled molecu-
lar motion.
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"At the Zarth's Core" by Edgar Rice Burroughs (4 parts: 20,1€,1€,22pp;:
The first of the series about Pellucidar, the prehistoric land exist-
ing in the interior of a hollow earth, I liked it.

"Iggs" by T. Bell (6pp): A satirical short story about a 1928 when such
natural foods as milk, eggs, etc. are collector's items. Humorous.
“The Chost i%11" by P. P, Sheehan (58pp): A device set up in a cave is
supposedly producing perpetuel motion, The location subsequently ac-

quires the reputation of being haunted, Ixtremely good atmosphere,

"The Dumb Terror" by Chauncey H. Hotchkiss (70pp): An interesting mys-
tery involving a new, powerful oxidizing agent,

"False Fortunes" by Frank Conley (3 partss 20,20,27pp): An old recluse
discovers the philosopher's stone, The story is mainly about the ri-
valry of several groups which are after it, Average.

“"Queen of Sheba" by P, P. Sheehan (89pp): One of the author's unusual
mystic stories of hypnotism and reincarnation.

"The Haunted Legacy" by Paul Regard (99pp): The working out of a gypsy
curse, with a haunted thaler that materializes at odd times, Cood!
"The Joy of Seeing" by Vm, James Henderson (10pp): A medieval tale of
Jean, a blind poet, who sells his soul in exchange for having sight
restored; the futilities of human life he sees make him renounce his

bargain, For some reason this appealed to me very much,

"The Frozen Beauty" by Stephen Chalmers (3 parts: 33,30,32pp )¢ Suspend-
ed animation and adventure, MNothing special.

"Votes for Men" by Percy Atkinson (7pp): A satire on matriarchy, 1923,
when men have to merry any woman asking them---or be sold at auction;

"They Never FKnew" by David A. Curtis (48pp): Hypnotism and bank-robbery,

"In the Professor's Room" by Redfield Ingalls (9pp): Professor Kittil-
son invents a device to hear the past of any object. Average,

"The Invisible Judge" by Jack Herrower (7pp):t A good ghost story.

"For Love of the Princess" by Frank Blighton (43pp): The hypnotist Swemi
Rami again in another borderline mystery, Fairly interesting.

"My Friend Petersson" by James B, Hendryx (10pp): Petersson invents a
device to locate his "soul-mate"---who turns out to be an Zskimo, He
sets out to get her, and is involved in a series of adventures, Fair,

“"The Fog lan" by Edwin L. Sabin (47pp): A small California town is cov-
ered with fog for soveral days, and things start to disappear, A
weird, manlike shape is seen abovt daily, It turns out to be an es-
caped "wild man from Borneo.," The first part of this story is well
written, but the good atmosphere isn't maintained throughout,

"The Lost Icho" by Frank 1, O'Brien (8pp): 4 semi-hunorous accpunt of
an acho that took ten hours to return. Fair,

"The Empire in the Air" by Geo, Allan England (4 parts: 26,23,21,36pp):
Invading "vitons" (to use a later nomenclature) from the fourth di-
mension almost subjugate the earth, but are finally defeated, A lit-
tle dated now, but still good and readable.

"The Flying Scourge" by Chas. Augustine Logue (30pp): A subairplane,

a device to explode ammunition at a distance, and a new plague lead to
cops-and-robbers intrigue and adventure., S5o0-50.

"The Curse of Quetzal" by J.U.Giesy and J.B.Smith (52pp): Semi Dual re-
turns to investigate a murder and a cursed image, Good whodunit,

"The Fighting Soul"” by Zdgar Franklin and Gilbert Riddell (50pp): Hart-
woll, a financier, is trying to make his niece marry his partner. To
persuaede her he soeks the aid of Dr, Buckly, an occultist, The doCe
tor reveals Hartwell's psyche to him as a separate entity, which tries
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to change the man's cold methods.
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0dd: interesting,.

Jan, 23 "Sweetheart Primeval’ by Edgar Rice Burroughs (4 parts: 17,22,15,34pp)!

The sequel to "The Etarnal Lover,"
If you liked the first one, you'll like this also,

the stone age,

Reincarnation in reverse, back to

—=e000==~

This-'n'-That---concluded from page 87

Peckhem, Virginia: Proud Angelina (Du=
ell, $3}), Borderline allegory,

Philpotts, iden: Address Unknown (Hut-
chinson, 9/6). Communicationwith in-
telligent life in eanother solar sys-
tem, Plodding, talky.

Repp, =d Zarl:s The Radium Pool (FPCI,
$3)e "The Stellar lMissile"is includ-
ed also, Garbage, both of them,

Rodde, Chas.: The House Upstairs (Bar-
rie, 7/6). Psychological, borderline,

Romilly, Zric: Bleeding from the Homan
(Chapman & Hall, 9/6). A soldier is
thrown back in time to Rome, Both de
Camp-1ike and Thorne Smithish,

Smith, Carmicheel: Atomsk: a novel of
suspense (Duell, $24), A stereotyped
science-detective thriller,
Stapledon, im, Olaf: Worlds of Wonder (FFG
53)s Don't let the odd paper and am-
a teurish appearance fool you: this
omnibus book of three short novels is
one of the best buys of the year,

Stewart, Geo, R,: Zarth Abides (Ran-
dom, $3). Civilization is destroyed
by a new disease,

Tchkotoua, Nicholas P.: Timeless (Mur-
ray & Gee, $3). Overly sentimental
novel of psychic phenomena, Phooey,

Templeton, %Wm, F.: The 4-5ided Triangle
(Long, 9/6), Pleasant and entertainig
expansion of an Amazing Stories tale,

Towers, Frances: Tea with Mn Rochester
(Joseph, 7/6)s Short stories, & few
of which are supsrnatural,

Vard, Daniele: The Doga's Ring (Methu-
en, 8/6). & magic ring takes its own-
er on excursions into other zges,

Véry, Pierre: In What Strange Land,,.!
(Wingate, 9/-). Haunted by visions.,

Waugh, Ivelyn: Scott-King's jiodern Lu-
rope (Little-Browm, $2). Yenk satire,

Webster, flizabeth Charlotte: Ceremony
of Innocence (Harcourt, $2%), A psy-
chic novice wreaks havoc in a convent;

the time-sequences are often confusing
but otherwise the book is very good,
Weinbaum, S. Get A Martian Odyssey (Fan-
tasy Press, $3).‘Ingratiating shorts,
Welles, Orson, ed.: Invasion from Mars
(Dell, $3)s 12 s-f shorts, dincluding
the Welles 1938 radio script.
Williems, Chas,: lany Dimensions; War in
Heaven (Pellagrini & Cudahy, $3)s Ac~
ceptable reprints.

Williamson, Jack: The Humanoids (Simon
& Schuster, $2). Reprint of the recent
Astounding novel in a sleazy, incredi-

bly poor quality format.

Wright, S. Fowler: The World Below ($34,
Shasta), Good reprint.

Wylie, Philip: Gladiator (Avon, &i). One
of the best superman novels ever again
available, Get it.

Zegat, A, L.tz 7 Out of Time (Fantasy, $3)
Bok-illustrated. A so-so fantasy,

NON-FICTION

Fagin, Bryllion: The Histrionic Mr, Poe
(Johns Hopkins, $4). A brilliant, per-
suasive study., Highly recommended,

Garrett, Eileen J.:  Adventures in the
Supernatural (Creative Age, $32). Sx-
periences of a clairvoyant,

Gekle, Wm, Francis: Arthur Machent Weav-
er Fantasy (Round Table Press, $5), 4
500-copy edition, with bibliography.

Jones, H. Spencer: Life on Other Vorlds
(Mentor, 35¢). Very good:pocket-book,

Ley, Willy: The Conquest of Space (Vik-
ing, $3.95). A beautiful volume of ex-
cellent quality. Highly recommended,

Rugoff, Milton, ed: ‘A Hervost of World
Folk Tales (Viking, $3.95), Illustrated
by Low, Quite good,

Scott, JeEe: A4 Bibliography of the Works
of Sir Honry Rider Haggard (Mathews, 42L),

Summers, Montaguce: Mallous Maelificarum
(Pushkin, 15/-), Reprint. ..-A,L,sS,
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